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Introduction




LANGUAGE is basically the same and should have a

universal structure, whereas the theories and schools of

linguistics differ enormously, as attested by Fassi-Fehri
(1982),

‘linguistic relations can be determined as grammaticality,

ambiguity, synonymy, entailment, analycity, contradiction,
etc.

To give adequate answers to these problems, we needed to fix

a set of methods, principles and constrains so as to give an



appropriate description of languages. But soon, each
linguistic

trend or school diverges in a special way and takes its
unique

specific axioms and methods not shared by others.’

Attempts to study language are not completely modern, there

are indeed modern, as well as ancient schools and leading

figures including:

Jacob Grimm, who devised the principle of consonantal shifts
in

pronunciation known as Grimm’s law 1822.

Ferdinand de Saussure was the founder of modern structural

linguistics.

Edward Sapir, a leader in American structural linguistics,
was

one of the first who explored the relations between language

studies and anthropology. His methodology had strong

influence on all his successors.

Noam Chomsky’s formal model of language, transformational-

generative grammar, developed under the influence of his

teacher Zellig Harris, who was in turn strongly influenced by

Leonard Bloomfield, as been the dominant one from the 1960’s.

Michael Halliday, whose systemic functional grammar is

pursued widely in the UK, Canada, Australia, china and Japan.

Dell Hymes, who developed a pragmatic approach called the

ethnography of speaking.
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