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	ALCHEMICAL CATECHISM

	 

	 

	 

	Q. What is the chief study of a Philosopher?

	A. It is the investigation of the operations of Nature.

	 

	Q. What is the end of Nature?

	A. God, Who is also its beginning.

	 

	Q. Whence are all things derived?

	A. From one and indivisible Nature.

	 

	Q. Into how many regions is Nature separated?

	A. Into four palmary regions.

	 

	Q. Which are they?

	A. The dry, the moist, the warm, and the cold, which are the four elementary qualities, whence all things originate.

	 

	Q. How is Nature differentiated?

	A. Into male and female.

	 

	Q. To what may we compare Nature?

	A. To Mercury.

	 

	Q. Give a concise definition of Nature.

	A. It is not visible, though it operates visibly; for it is simply a volatile spirit, fulfilling its office in bodies, and animated by the universal spirit-the divine breath, the central and universal fire, which vivifies all things that exist.

	 

	Q. What should be the qualities possessed by the examiners of Nature?

	A. They should be like unto Nature herself. That is to say, they should be truthful, simple, patient, and persevering.

	 

	Q. What matters should subsequently engross their attention?

	A. The philosophers should most carefully ascertain whether their designs are in harmony with Nature, and of a possible and attainable kind; if they would accomplish by their own power anything that is usually performed by the power of Nature, they must imitate her in every detail.

	 

	Q. What method must be followed in order to produce something which shall be developed to a superior degree than Nature herself develops it.

	A. The manner of its improvement must be studied, and this is invariably operated by means of a like nature. For example, if it be desired to develop the intrinsic virtue of a given metal beyond its natural condition, the chemist must avail himself of the metallic nature itself, and must be able to discriminate between its male and female differentiations.

	 

	Q. Where does the metallic nature store her seeds?

	A. In the four elements.

	 

	Q. With what materials can the philosopher alone accomplish anything?

	A. With the germ of the given matter; this is its elixir or quintessence, more precious by far, and more useful, to the artist, than is Nature herself. Before the philosopher has extracted the seed, or germ, Nature, in his behalf, will be ready to perform her duty.

	 

	Q. What is the germ, or seed, of any substance?

	A. It is the most subtle and perfect decoction and digestion of the substance itself; or, rather, it is the Balm of Sulphur, which is identical with the Radical Moisture of Metals.

	 

	Q. By what is this seed, or germ, engendered?

	A. By the four elements, subject to the will of the Supreme Being, and through the direct intervention of the imagination of Nature.

	 

	Q. After what manner do the four elements operate?

	A. By means of an incessant and uniform motion, each one, according to its quality, depositing its seed in the centre of the earth, where it is subjected to action and digested, and is subsequently expelled in an outward direction by the laws of movement.

	 

	Q. What do the philosophers understand by the centre of the earth?

	A. A certain void place where nothing may repose, and the existence of which is assumed.

	 

	Q. Where, then, do the four elements expel and deposit their seeds?

	A. In the ex-centre, or in the margin and circumference of the centre, which, after it has appropriated a portion, casts out the surplus into the region of excrement, scoriae, fire, and formless chaos.

	 

	Q. Illustrate this teaching by an example.

	A. Take any level table, and set in its centre a vase filled with water; surround the vase with several things of various colours, especially salt, taking care that a proper distance intervenes between them all. Then pour out the water from the vase, and it will flow in streams here and there; one will encounter a substance of a red colour, and will assume a tinge of red; another will pass over the salt, and will contract a saline flavour; for it is certain that water does not modify the places which it traverses, but the diverse characteristics of places change the nature of water. In the same way the seed which is deposited by the four elements at the centre of the earth is subject to a variety of modifications in the places through which it passes, so that every existing substance is produced in the likeness of its channel, and when a seed on its arrival at a certain point encounters pure earth and pure water, a pure substance results, but the contrary in an opposite case.
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