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Introduction

	In the fall of 2022, Mitt Romney made the long walk down the hallway of the Russell Senate Office Building, flanked by family. Upon reaching the chamber, the stoic Republican Senator from Utah delivered a speech that shocked the political establishment - he would not seek re-election in 2024. 

	Just like that, Romney stepped off the stage that framed his celebrated career. This oddly conventional scene for a retirement announcement belied the extraordinary journey it capped off. For over a quarter century, Willard Mitt Romney captivated the national spotlight as businessman, governor, presidential candidate and elder statesman. His winding path traced the arc of a changing Republican Party and a divided nation. 

	Love him or loathe him, Romney cut a unique profile across this fractious era in American politics. His patrician bearing and pragmatic philosophy evoked Republican moderates of the past, increasingly rare today. Romney brought civility and competence to counter demagoguery. But his presidential ambitions laid bare the tensions between principle and political necessity. To his critics, Romney molded too easily to circumstances. Yet through defeats and shifting fortunes, Romney persevered as a leader devoted to country before party.

	From his early days in Massachusetts politics to feuds with Donald Trump decades later, Romney’s life parallels the rightward march and polarization of the GOP. His complex legacy defies neat categorization. Was Romney an unprincipled shape-shifter or a decent man strained by forces diminishing the space for political moderation? The truth likely lies somewhere in between. But in word and deed over five decades in public life, Mitt Romney brought virtues out of fashion today: integrity, pragmatism, and compassion. This book aims to make sense of his winding odyssey at a time when such virtues are sorely needed.

	The Romney mythology starts with his charmed background as a Michigan auto executive’s son later building a private equity empire. This molded Romney’s technocratic, business-centric approach to governance. As a Republican governor of heavily Democratic Massachusetts, Romney tacked to the center with mixed success. His signature policy achievement, bipartisan healthcare reform, later proved a liability in courting conservatives for his White House bids. 

	Romney’s first presidential run in 2008 faltered amid charges of flip-flopping and lack of authenticity. His second run in 2012 grew more ideological but ultimately fell short against Barack Obama’s hope and change vision. Through it all, critics saw Romney as an out-of-touch plutocrat who failed to connect with everyday Americans.

	In the Senate, Romney found renewed purpose as a sober elder statesman. He led principled opposition to Donald Trump’s threats to democracy, though he supported Trump’s agenda. This tightrope walk encapsulated Romney’s complicated place in the modern GOP. Now entering his twilight years, what is Mitt Romney’s true legacy? And what can this enigmatic leader teach us about navigating principle versus political reality? This biography explores those questions and more about a man who has fascinated and confounded the public through decades in the arena.


Chapter 1

	Early Life and Family

	In the quiet of a Detroit morning, on March 12, 1947, a newborn's first cries pierced the crisp air. It was a day like any other in post-war America, but within the walls of Harper Hospital, a significant chapter of American history had begun. Willard Mitt Romney, the man who would go on to leave an indelible mark on the nation's political landscape, had taken his first breath.

	Mitt Romney's family history was a rich tapestry woven with the threads of American ambition and the pursuit of the ever-elusive dream. His roots ran deep in the soil of the United States, tracing back to early Mormon pioneers who embarked on a treacherous journey across the plains in the mid-19th century. This legacy of resilience and faith was the cornerstone upon which Mitt's life would be built.

	From his very beginnings, young Mitt was nurtured in an environment that prized the virtues of hard work, devotion, and unwavering commitment to family. His father, George W. Romney, was a towering figure in both business and politics. George's tenure as the Governor of Michigan and his role as the president of American Motors Corporation spoke to his prowess as a leader and an advocate for civil rights during a tumultuous era.

	Mitt's upbringing was a testament to these values. Michigan's nurturing embrace was his cradle, but it was in the halls of the Romney household that his character was forged. The echoes of his father's principles, of standing up for what was right, and never wavering in the face of adversity, resonated within those walls. Mitt's parents instilled in him the essence of the American dream and the responsibility to pursue it with vigor.

	As a young boy, Mitt's family moved to the leafy streets of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, where they resided in a traditional American home. Here, the foundations of his character were laid, grounded in the middle-class values of modesty and perseverance.

	Mitt was not alone in his journey. He had three older siblings—Margo, Jane, and Scott. The Romney family was a close-knit unit, and the bond between these siblings would play an essential role in shaping Mitt's early life.

	However, life would soon beckon Mitt to Massachusetts, where he attended the prestigious Cranbrook School in the affluent town of Bloomfield Hills. The school was known for its rigorous academics and the cultivation of leadership qualities, where young minds were encouraged to thrive.

	Mitt was a young man of intellect and ambition. His teachers and peers recognized his exceptional qualities, not merely for his academic prowess but also for his ability to lead and inspire. He demonstrated a natural knack for teamwork and consensus-building, traits that would later serve him well in the world of politics.

