

        

            

                

            

        




	



What Others Are Saying


	 


	 


	“Pastor Castano was a member of the founding team that formed Houston Area Pastor Council in 2003 and has been one of our most committed and dedicated pastoral leaders in the city of Houston. He continues to stand in unity with pastors and bring biblical truth to the arenas of culture and government. 


	His first hand perspective on the epic and heroic stand against, and the defeat of Mayor Annise Parker’s ‘Houston Equal Rights Ordinance’ provides outstanding insight for other pastors about the why and the how of unity in Christ and godly citizenship!”  


	--Rev. Dave Welch, Founder and Executive Director, Houston Area Pastor Council


	 


	"With incredible detail and a focus on God’s Word, Pastor Hernan Castano shares very personal and important insight about his life; and the inspiration that led him to take a stand for religious freedom that was seen around the world. As a fellow Hispanic and Christian who was born and raised in Houston, I could not be more proud to stand with Pastor Castano in support of this book and his continued incredible work for truth and justice.”  --Jonathan Saenz, President of Texas Values.


	 


	"This book is an excellent read from the spirit and heart of Pastor Castano. Thank you, my friend, for sharing this view from your participation in what was a crucial time in the City of Houston."  --Pastor Willie Ray Davis
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	Why I Am Writing This Book?


	This book is not written because of my desire to be a writer, or any great ability that I may have to articulate my deep love for God and his commandments. In fact, I am the least of all the great men and women that I stood next to during the battle in Houston, a battle that brought persecution against us the pastors for preaching on the issues of morality and family according to the Bible. 


	I am simply a Hispanic pastor, an ordained minister called to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, who was teaching a Bible class on a regular Wednesday night when through the doors of the church a city worker came with the subpoena papers. The subpoena documents were demanding my sermons, and they were sent by the Mayor of the City of Houston, Annise Parker, through her attorneys. 


	This is why I feel the urgency to write this book even though I have never written any book in English, as my congregation is mainly Hispanic and all my published books are in Spanish. I find myself with an obligation to share the story of how we in Houston experienced the attack against our religious liberty, granted to us by the Constitution of the United States; and how the abusive power in government is trying to intimidate and silence the voice of the church in America. 


	As the first Latino pastor to have ever been served a subpoena demanding my sermons and a list of other documents, I write this book to let those who want to intimidate the pastors of America know, that we will not hide anymore within the walls of our church buildings. We will not be silenced by the trespassing of government on church property with the intent to manipulate religion. I write this book to sound the alarm, to awaken the church and to call upon those who still believe in what the founding fathers of this nation believed, that we are one nation under God, a nation of the people, for the people and by the people.


	However, this book is not about me. Its purpose is to honor God and to acknowledge some of the great spiritual leaders in our nation, the home of the brave and land of the free. One of those men is Pastor Dave Welch, Director of our Texas Pastor Council, who has been able to form a strong coalition of American spiritual leaders that includes all minorities and ethnic groups. Pastor Dave is a general in the church and is one of the Houston five who received the subpoena as well. 


	Another friend and pastor who has my utmost respect, whose voice for justice is an inspiration to many is Houston Pastor Steve Riggle. His wisdom and leadership is a gift to the body of Christ. I want to also recognize other men and women of God who were instrumental in the frontlines of this battle including: Rev. F.N. Williams, Rev. Max Miller, Pastor Willie Davis, Pastor Khanh Huynh, Magda Hermida, and the pastors, leaders, and Christians from across the nation who prayed for us, sent Bibles to Houston’s City Hall, and even came to Houston to support us. 


	I’m also grateful to Senator Ted Cruz, who, after hearing about the subpoenas against the pastors, immediately came and stood beside us, and raised his voice to protect our religious freedom. I wish to thank Governor Mike Huckabee, who called upon the church and all Americans to reject this type of governmental action we experienced in Houston. 


	We were blessed to have Texas Governor Greg Abbott, who promptly sent a letter to our Mayor to demand that such a violation of our civil rights and religious freedom be stopped. Let us not forget my friend, Attorney Andy Taylor, who represented us in court against fourteen attorneys working for the Mayor as Goliath to stop the people from voting on the ordinance. Andy was filled with divine grace, wisdom and truth to stand strong as he did those long days at the courthouse. Will never forget when Andy placed those five books, filled with signatures of the people of Houston, in front of the jury and asked that they restore the people’s right to vote. That God-given victory was later achieved by a nine to zero Supreme Court Decision in our favor on Friday, July 24, 2015. 


	We are grateful for the Alliance Defending Freedom attorneys who defended us during the subpoenas, until the Mayor withdrew them under pressure. Another great help was the support of Texas Values under the leadership of its president, my friend Attorney Jonathan Saenz. From Washington D.C. we had the support of the Family Research Council under the leadership of Tony Perkins, who organized the I Stand Sunday in Houston, a gathering which brought the eyes of the nation upon Houston. 


	We thank God for Dr. Ed Young of Second Baptist Church, Houston, who spoke courageously on the issues of this ordinance to his church and to our city. As a Latino leader and pastor, I want to also recognize the support of my friend Rev Samuel Rodriguez, president of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference. 


	Most importantly, let me recognize my dear wife, Wendy Castano, who stood by me with her prayerful support during the long months of these attacks when everywhere we went we had to fight for biblical moral values. Together we serve as pastors of Rios De Aceite Church (Rivers of Oil Church) in Houston, a Latino community church. We thank God for each of our church’s members for never doubting our stand for religious liberty, even though they were also victims of intimidation by government in Houston.


	In summary, the people of Houston who voted “NO” to the proposition deserve our gratitude. The battle was won because of all the people who prayed and believed in the victory of justice and truth. It was proven on November 3, 2015 that the voice of the church, the voice of the people and their actions do make a difference.   


	Thank You.








Introduction



	 


	As we look at the spiritual condition of America today, and at the coldness of men’s hearts, remember that Jesus spoke of times like these when he said, “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,” (Mathew 24:12).


	Any nation that turns away from God, ignores his commandments, and attacks his Word has fallen from its position of righteousness and becomes a nation without salvation and unable to help its people. It is a nation infected by depravity. “Moreover, our eyes failed, looking in vain for help; from our towers we watched for a nation that could not save us” (Lamentations 4:17, NIV).


	As a result of the depravity of men, corruption enters all forms of society, including government at all levels, resulting in injustice replacing justice, immorality replacing morality, and foolishness with perversion replacing wisdom. The blemish of their own actions is visible and the abuse of power becomes the very weapon of that government to uphold evil and feed it with the laws of sin.


	 


	“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He. They have corrupted themselves; they are not His children, because of their blemish: a perverse and crooked generation.


	Do you thus deal with the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is He not your Father, who bought you? Has He not made you and established you” (Deuteronomy 32:4-6)?


	 


	As local city and state governments allow attacks against established fundamental truths, based on the Word of God, that our nation’s founding fathers believed, we sink deeper into the abyss of unfaithfulness and rebellion against God. As our society turns away from the truth and embraces the deceitful ideologies and personal agendas of those who reject the Creator, the betrayal of the rules of creation begins to happen and men start exchanging the truth of God for a lie.
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