

        

            

                

            

        




	







Dancing With The Devil


	The Battle for the Soul of God’s Children


	And the Life of a Christian Nation 


	 


	


	 


	by


	Kathleen Dryden


	 








Dancing With The Devil ©2016 Kathleen Dryden


	 


	All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or any other—except for brief quotations in printed reviews, and up to 300 words in papers and manuscripts without the prior written permission of the author/publisher.


	Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, oly Bi New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved


	Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc. ™


	Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are taken from the Amplified Bible, Copyright ©1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.


	Scripture quotations marked NASB are taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ® Copyright ©1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995. Used by permission of The Lockman Foundation.


	Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Used by permission. All rights reserved.


	The King James Holy Bible (KJV) 1769 edition, public domain.


	The opinions expressed by the author are not necessarily those of Revival Waves of Glory Books & Publishing.


	Library of Congress Control Number: 2016914936


	Revival Waves of Glory, Litchfield, IL


	Published by Revival Waves of Glory Books & Publishing


	PO Box 596| Litchfield, Illinois 62056 USA


	www.revivalwavesofgloryministries.com


	Revival Waves of Glory Books & Publishing is committed to excellence in the publishing industry.


	Book design Copyright © 2016 by Revival Waves of Glory Books & Publishing. All rights reserved.


	Published in the United States of America


	 


	Paperback: 978-1-68411-081-0


ISBN: 978-3-96028-854-1


Verlag GD Publishing Ltd. & Co KG, Berlin


E-Book Distribution: XinXii


www.xinxii.com


[image: logo_xinxii]



	 











	







DEDICATION


	 


	“But to man He (God) said, behold the reverential and worshipful


	fear of the Lord—that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is Understanding


	(Job 28:28 AMP)


	 


	 


	 


	Dancing With the Devil


	Is Dedicated


	To Every Person Who Desires to


	Understand and Experience


	The Fullness of God’s Redemption


	And Eternal Life with Him by


	Opening Their Eyes and Turning from Darkness to Light;


	From the Power of Satan to the Power of God;


	That They May Receive Forgiveness of Sins,


	And an Inheritance among Those who are


	Sanctified by Faith in Jesus!


	 


	Taken from Acts 26:17-18


	 


	 




	 



	 


	INTRODUCTION


	 


	The Lord’s description of the time of the Antichrist’s rule, which He documented in the book of Matthew, is so alarming it should capture the heart of every person that reads it. However, in spite of those warnings and many others throughout the Bible, few Christians appear to take seriously the possibility that this horror could happen in our lifetime or in the lifetime of our children or grandchildren. In huge numbers Christians and non-Christians alike are violating God’s commands, betraying Christ, and hating their brother—ignoring God’s great mercy as though there is no accountability to His grace, the death of His Son. The battle armor God provided for those that believe in Jesus has been removed and cast aside for the pleasure of the light-weightiness of carefree irresponsibility.  


	Why is it so easy to ignore or reject this crucial protection, which God made available to us in His Word? Research shows that many Christians don’t have a solid understanding of evil, which comes from the strategies of a dark spirit that wants to kill, steal, and destroy souls. To understand evil it’s important to compare what the Bible says about it—where it comes from and how it affects lives—to the wicked actions and behavior clearly visible in both the Christian and non-Christian society today. Though many Christians believe it’s important to know God’s Word, few make studying the Scriptures a priority and too many think that their view about the Word is the correct and only view. Or, they say, “That part doesn’t apply to me.” Also, few take seriously the fact that an irate enemy of Jesus (radical Islam) is infiltrating western civilization—especially Christian nations—in an attempt to destroy all evidence of Him.


	The target audience for Dancing With The Devil is Christians and the purpose for Dancing With The Devil is to minister to believers inclusively—regardless of denomination. There is no call to unbelievers (those who are slaves to sin) who have no obligation to obey the Word (Romans 6:20). Therefore, since it is not my purpose to offend non-believers, they should not read Dancing With The Devil for they will be offended; in fact, some Christians will be offended. However, I do welcome those unbelievers who choose to read with an open mind, and I challenge both believers and unbelievers to evaluate their heart by truthfully asking: “What kind of life am I living while awaiting the Master’s return? Am I studying the Word daily and living accordingly—applying it to my life? Am I willingly obeying the Word of God, with a dedicated prayer life, or am I participating in the sins of the culture, which are orchestrated by the spirit of darkness?” 


	I am an advocate of the pre-tribulation rapture of the “true” Children of God—those that have accepted Christ and who have walked in repentance. The rapture or “catching away of the saints to meet the Lord in the air” is described in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Some people aren’t an advocate of the rapture and that’s all right. But, I can’t imagine why the Lord would call His children to continual repentance and faith in Jesus while they live life on earth in order to escape the things to come, and then sentence them to extreme persecution and death by beheading during the great tribulation. Each person must make their own decision about the rapture, but regardless of the decision there are two things that are important to know about the Great Tribulation: 1) if there is no rapture, each of us must be fully aware of the intense persecution that will affect all humanity during that time. 2) If there is a pre-tribulation rapture, as I believe the Word confirms, we should be prepared in advance to escape the persecution that will come to those unprepared. Being prepared means walking in repentance, serving and obeying the Lord with heart, mind, and soul. There is no other way of escape!


	 1 John 4:3 tells us that “every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world” (1 John 4:3 NKJV).  


	Today’s media confirms that the spirit of the antichrist is truly present in our world just as the Scriptures teach. According to the Pew Research Center’s World Distribution of Christian Population 2010, 68% (4.72 billion) of humanity objects to Christianity. We would be foolish to suggest that the anti-Christ spirit that lives in 68% of our population has no negative impact on all it touches, including Christians. Clearly our world shows that it does. Daniel 7 indicates that the time of the Antichrist will be a Kingdom with a man at its head. The antichrist spirit that surrounds us is Satan’s attempt to confuse us all, preparing us to willingly worship the Antichrist when he is revealed at his time.


	Even though civilization still has a semblance of correctness through law enforcement, education, science and reason, and godliness, one need only observe our surroundings to understand that evil is gnawing at the very fiber of all that represents righteousness. Though we may be horrified by the increase of evil throughout the world, we have yet to see the real horror of complete lawlessness, which will happen when the One who is holding it back steps out of the way to let evil rule completely. The Prophet Jeremiah described it like this:


	“I hear cries of fear; there is terror and no peace. Now, let me ask you a question: Do men give birth to babies? (If not) then why do they stand there, ashen-faced, (with their) hands pressed against their sides like a woman in labor? In all history there has never been such a time of terror (Jeremiah 30:5-7 NLT). Parenthesis added.


	It is difficult to imagine what kind of evil could be worse than that already committed against mankind. But the Bible says that the evil that will come during the Great Tribulation will be worse. I believe it will because of the abundance of deadlier methods of warfare that were not available until recent times, and humanity’s on-going and extreme rejection of Jesus combined with an acceptance of a wicked violation of His moral code, which orchestrates the most awful evil against humans.


	No doubt, there is a very real tug-of-war for Christian’s souls, and the life of our Christian nation. Dancing With The Devil is about the evil strategies Satan uses to capture those souls and destroy America. But regardless of his strategies he cannot invade our lives unless we give him access through the choices we make that reject Christ’s statutes. If we let this enemy inside any part of this temple of the Lord, or into our government entities we will begin to live a life of deep sorrow and regret. 


	Each chapter of Dancing With The Devil is my impassioned attempt to describe what I believe I understand about how God’s children disobey Him, playing around where we shouldn’t. It is written in such a way that it can be clearly understood by both the very young and the most mature adult, regardless of educational level. Through my own personal experiences, as well as those shared by close friends and family, I have come to realize how each of us contributes to our own demise, and to the brokenness in our families, which leads to a broken nation—physically and spiritually—through our sinful choices. We must stop and turn around; we must renew our mind, and change our behavior; only then will the Lord heal our land. 


	What you obtain and retain from this text depends on you, the reader, but my prayer is that as you read you will let the Lord open the eyes of your heart so you may understand how living in disobedience to His Word jeopardizes your soul and creates a world of evil—evil that begins with the smallest intent of the heart and mind, ends with the most wicked action, and sets up our nation for failure. When you understand His commands I pray that if you feel convicted of wrongdoing of any kind that you will make the choice to return to Jesus and give Him your heart before it’s too late.                                                


Kathleen Dryden




	 


	 


	CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ANTICHRIST


	 


	Daniel 8:23 – He will know the unknowable by being deeply involved in the occult, which is supernatural, mystical, or magical beliefs, practices, or phenomena, and includes the paranormal, supernaturalism, magic, black magic, witchcraft, sorcery, necromancy, wizardry, the black arts, occultism, diabolism, devil worship, devilry, voodoo, hoodoo, white magic, witchery, and mysticism.


	Daniel 8:25 – He is extremely arrogant and will magnify himself in his heart and make treaties he never intends to keep.


	Daniel 7:8 – 9:26 – He will come from the reunited Roman Empire, which is primarily of Islam faith; he will most likely be Islam.


	Daniel 9:27 – He will make a seven-year peace treaty with Israel but will break it in 3.5 years.


	Revelation 6:2 – He will be a mighty military leader of an army he will create out of many nations. He will establish a one-world religion and will set up his image in the City of Jerusalem and those who don’t worship him will be beheaded.


	Revelation 13:1 – He is the beast from the sea; like a leopard, with feet of a bear, a mouth like a lion, and is given power, a throne, and great authority.


	Revelation 13:3 – He will be shot in the head but will recover miraculously and the world will marvel.


	Revelation 13:6 – He will blaspheme God’s name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 


	Revelation 13:18 – The number of his name is 666. He will force everyone on earth to take his mark (Revelation 13:16-17) and those who refuse will be killed. 


	Revelation 17:11-13 – He will be a political genius, leading ten kingdoms, conquering three; the other seven will rule nations under his direction.


	Paraphrased from Pastor John Hagee’s Sermon of January 8, 2015


	 


	















BIBLE TRANSLATIONS



	 


	Bible translations are based on two methods of interpretation—text for text and thought for thought. For the purpose of clarity and easy comprehension Scripture references used in Dancing With The Devil are taken from the New Living Translation Life Application Study Bible. Though several translations were used to compare the more difficult Scriptures, the NLT thought for thought method was chosen as the preferred Bible to best reach those who can understand only through the modern day language. 


	The Scriptures are our source for living and we must believe in them with all our heart. Included here are five Scriptures from the New Testament, which were selected as those we should live by. They are persuasive reasons all Christians should use the Holy Bible as their daily guide.






	 


	SCRIPTURES TO LIVE BY


	“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17 NLT).


	 


	“I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: Preach the Word of God. Be prepared whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths” (2 Timothy 4:1-3 NLT).


	 


	“So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has given us. We want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ (See Chapter Five). That’s why I work and struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that works within me” (Colossians 1:28, 29 NLT). Parenthesis added.


	 


	“So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives and humbly accept the Word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. Don’t just listen to God’s Word. You must do what it says. Otherwise you are only fooling yourselves” (James 1:21, 22 NLT). Emphasis added.


	 


	“For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved” (Romans 10:10 NIV).


	 


	 


	 




 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	There is a way, 


	That seems right to a man,


	 But its end is the way of death!


	 


	Proverbs 14:12 NASB


	 


	 


	 


	 








	 


	PART ONE


	
A World Obsessed With Evil 
The Battle For The Life Of A


	Christian Nation


	 




 


	 


	 


	 


	
ONE


DANCING WITH THE DEVIL



	 


	 


	“The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day, he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘you must not eat it or even touch it; if you do you will die.’” “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate it, too. At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves” (Genesis 3:1-7 NLT).


	 


	WHO WOULDN’T WANT TO BE LIKE GOD?


	Satan told Eve it was safe to eat something God had prohibited. In essence, he convinced her that God had not been completely honest, that she and Adam would not die but instead would become like God. And, who wouldn’t want to be like God, who is perfect in all His ways?   


	Eve believed what the devil said, and ate the fruit. When Adam was offered the fruit he too, was convinced that what God had said might not be right for them, so without question he also ate. This story is the very first recorded evidence of humanity’s dance with the devil. Adam and Eve’s choice has created havoc throughout the history of mankind and has resulted in relentless suffering that followed them throughout their life, and the life of their descendants. This book is not about why they made the choice to disobey. It is about the fact that they did, as have millions since that time, and the consequences that follow. 


	In Matthew 7, Jesus presented two distinct paths people could take in life. He said, “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it” (Matthew 7:13-14 NLT). 


	Why is the narrow path so difficult to find and who are the few that find it? It’s difficult because God has an enemy called Satan—the old devil—who uses His children for revenge. Satan makes the broad way look and feel good to most people. If we listen to his lies long enough he will convince us that the narrow road is too great a sacrifice. “Besides” he whispers, “God really doesn’t care how you live!” That’s his best tactic against Christians because we all like to have fun living a sassy lifestyle and still get to heaven. If we let Satan convince us that he can make us happier and provide better for us than God can (and we can still reach heaven in the end), most of us will gladly believe his lie. The heart that truly wins is the one that is sold-out to the Father and His Son.


	When Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted, the devil promised Him the kingdoms of the world with all their glory. Clearly they were glorious if Satan thought that the Son of God might fall for his offer. He said to Jesus, “I will give it all to you if you will kneel down and worship me.” But Jesus opposed him: “You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him” (Matthew 4:8-10 NLT).


	Our life, both earthly and eternally, is about choices. God really does care how we live even though He gave us the freedom to choose. The path Jesus chose in obedience to the Father was His personal sacrifice for all mankind. 


	 


	A QUESTION OF GOOD OR EVIL


	In a 2009 Barna Group survey titled Most American Christians Do Not Believe that Satan or the Holy Spirit Exist, George Barna reported that of the 1871 randomly selected self-described Christians interviewed, only 26% (486) fully agreed they believed Satan was real. This means that 1385 (an astounding 74%) of those “Christians” did not agree with the Bible!


	The Barna Group is an organization that polls individuals at random on various issues, primarily Christian, and then makes that information available to the general public. Their report is shocking and difficult to believe especially for those of us who genuinely understand that we have an enemy we must guard against at all times. Further, the Barna poll suggests to me that it is fair to say that true Christians should be gravely concerned about the salvation of those Christians who say they aren’t sure about evil. Maybe it seems much easier to believe that a loving God would never allow anyone’s soul to end up in an eternal torment. The Barna Group percentages support the Lord’s warning that the gateway to life is narrow and only a few ever find it!


	George Barna, the author of nearly four-dozen books analyzing research concerning America’s faith suggests that Americans are constantly trying to figure out how to make sense of biblical teachings in light of their daily experiences. 


	Barna says, “Most Americans, even those who say they are Christian, have doubts about the intrusion of the supernatural into the natural world. Hollywood has made evil accessible and tame, making Satan and demons less worrisome than the Bible suggests they really are. It’s hard for achievement-driven, self-reliant, independent people to believe that their lives can be impacted by unseen forces.” At the same time though, he says, “Through force of repetition many Americans intellectually accept some ideas that do not get translated into practice”—such as the fact that, you either side with God or with Satan—there is no in-between. Barna also noted that Christians don’t object to co-existing and maintaining relationships with people of other faiths, even Wiccans—those who practice witchcraft. However, he says “open-mindedness is sometimes due to their limited knowledge about the principles of their own faith and ignorance about other faiths.” Emphasis added.


	In his book, Why We Fight, Doubleday, April 2002, author William J. Bennett’s comments reinforce the 2009 Barna poll. Bennett relates that in the wake of the bloodiest and most devastating attack on American citizens in our history, (9/11) some asked questions like, “Did we bring this on ourselves by the way we have behaved in the world?” Or, “If we go to war against them, does that make us as bad as they are?” Or, “Shouldn’t we work on getting rid of the poverty and oppression that are the root causes of terrorism, instead of just adding to the killing?” 


	Bennett believes these questions showed our society’s great need for clarity on the difference in good and evil. Asked by those we might define as sensible and patriotic Americans, these questions confirm that our nation has muddied the line of its moral code so radically that few are able to determine what is good and what is evil. 


	Why has this happened? When did “we the people” of a Christian nation, which was founded on the moral code of the Bible, cross over into such darkness that we need clarity about which action is good and which is evil? If we question the reality of evil and if we can’t tell the difference in good and evil it is because we have allowed the very evil we question to confuse and deceive us about its existence and its power. If we don’t know what a moral code is, then we have neglected our responsibility to generations of Americans, passing down to our children and grandchildren a dark and destructive confusion about godly morals. And we have allowed tolerance of a liberal mindset to weaken the power of the unquestionable rule that defines the correct moral code—the rule and code that come from the God of The Holy Bible. “Fear God and keep His commandments for this is the whole duty of man (or mankind). For God will bring every deed into judgment, whether it is good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 NIV). Parenthesis added


	Is it any wonder many Americans are perplexed about moral clarity as proposed by William Bennett? Christians are supposed to be a light to the world. They should know, understand, and honor God’s Word and His standards of behavior. Instead they willingly violate or condone the violation of His moral code—those harmful actions that cause pain, and offend or threaten others. If Christians don’t honor His moral code then they cannot be a light to the world. If Christians show the world that they don’t know the difference in good and evil how can they expect the world to know the difference in good and evil. If they fail to recognize or don’t care that their actions are evil in God’s sight then they won’t care how the world sees any behavior they exhibit that is contrary to God’s moral code.


	Part one of Dancing With The Devil clarifies evil and demonstrates what it means for God’s children to dance with the father of evil—the devil. It establishes biblical truth about who he is and gives evidence of how evil destroys. It also attempts to show how America is in danger of losing God’s blessing not only because of our willingness to violate His moral code, but also our government’s willingness to abandon Israel, God’s chosen nation. Part two shows how we give the evil one access to our daily lives granting him the permission he needs to destroy our Christian walk and us as a society. Part three pleas with Christians to repent and turn their hearts back to Christ before it’s too late.


	Throughout this book you will see much emphasis on four very important words—understanding and wisdom, and repentance and redemption. Until we understand who the devil is and what it means to dance with him, and understand the real meaning of evil, we can’t turn from it and fully to Jesus, letting Him redeem and renew us. “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His. And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding’” (Daniel 2:20, 21 NKJ). Emphasis added


	To understand evil we must know how to understand. However, the importance and meaning of understanding is something even educators disagree about. But the Bible is relentless with Scriptures that admonish us to understand because understanding is the foundation for true wisdom, which helps us make the godly decisions that keep evil out of our lives. In like manner, repentance is Jesus’ mandate for anyone needing redemption and salvation.


	 


	THE IMPACT OF UNDERSTANDING


	“For the people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them” (Matthew 13:15 NIV).


	“When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path” (Matthew 13:19 NIV). When the seed of the gospel is planted within our heart, we must pray and study to get understanding and protect that seed from the evil one. But educators believe it is difficult to define understanding because if the definition is based on a concept, which is a theory, notion or thought, then who is to say if the concept is right or wrong. In other words, who or what will set the standard for that concept. This brings us back to the need to know the difference in good and evil. Since good and evil are based on morality, where there are no good morals sin abounds and where sin abounds, the Word says that God shows His anger from heaven against the sinners (Romans 1:18). 


	Why does God get angry? Because wicked people “know the truth about God because He has made it obvious to them. For, ever since the world was created people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see His invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.” Hidden means unseen, concealed, or disguised. If they are hidden then why does God get angry; after all, He has said that people can clearly see his invisible qualities? He gets angry because He put inside each of us an instinctive measure—a “sense”—by which we are able to evaluate good vs. evil yet we violate that sense often. To have a sense about something requires a certain amount of understanding. For the purpose here, the word “sense” will be defined as an understanding of a subject; where one is able to think about something and use reason to deal appropriately with that thought before it becomes an action that results in evil. But which standard of comparison shall we use—ours from our own understanding, or God’s, from His Word?


	 The Bible cautions us not to lean on our own understanding. If we are commanded to understand but can’t use our own way of thinking then we must follow a moral code designed by someone with perfect understanding; otherwise anyone’s view can be accepted as the right one until someone else changes it based on their new understanding. This creates thinking void of accountability, and it creates chaos among humans and chaos brings war!


	If minds can agree on a moral code from someone with perfect understanding (God), and that code provides fairness and justice, we will see greater opportunities for people to be more accountable to one another. But when minds are divided or confused (the devil confuses) about what represents a basic moral code by which we can judge evil, then we have leaned on our own understanding and the result is a free-fall in morality. No genuinely moral person can deny that our society is in free-fall mode and descending rapidly into complete moral decay. Also, from the information in chapter 3 of this book we get a clear picture of the results of those who lean on their own way of thinking.


	One argument for accurately defining understanding suggests that to understand something one must be able to figure out a simple set of rules that explain it. This may be true in the broad sense, or when applied to inanimate objects (such as how machinery works) or thoughts or imaginations. But I argue that to understand evil we must be able to recognize its damaging effects on humans regardless of its origin. When we’re able to see that bad things hurt and good things don’t, then we begin to understand evil because we compared it to a given moral code—the one from God. Understanding is the key to wisdom. When used together, understanding and wisdom help us determine and implement an acceptable moral code to live by. 


	Another view for defining understanding suggests that knowledge is the simple awareness of bits of information; it is an awareness of the connection between the individual pieces of the information. This view also believes that to understand means to allow knowledge to be put to use, therefore, to understand represents a deeper level than simply knowing the facts—understanding something means knowing what to do with those facts and then doing it because we understand the consequences if we don’t! To understand in the way that God requires defuses the confusion that comes from Satan.


	Personally I support this point of view. We can have knowledge about something, but to understand it requires an open mind that is willing to investigate deeply all the relevant possibilities for understanding something based upon knowledge of the available facts. Once we are willing to thoroughly investigate a situation we can use sensible reasoning and a compassionate heart to find its proper and just moral code, and then act based upon that. The proper moral code does not cause harm, but instead it is just, and comes from God. If we rebel and refuse to judge issues based on the moral code of God, evil will rule and people will be hurt. Before we can recognize the effects of evil we must decide whether we believe evil really exists. 


	Impressed with the view that it is understanding which allows knowledge to be put to good use I chose the Holy Bible and other documented events to research evil and understanding. I discovered that the Bible is absolutely clear on the topics.


	When Solomon, son of King David, was anointed king at a very young age he was concerned that he would not be wise enough to govern what the Bible calls a “great” people. Wanting to do the right thing, he prayed for an understanding heart and the wisdom to know the difference between right and wrong (From 1 Kings 3:9). He was old enough to know that he needed understanding, wisdom, and knowledge of right and wrong but he didn’t have the wisdom to do as the Lord wanted unless the Lord gave it to him. The Lord answered Solomon’s prayer and made him the wisest and most understanding man that ever lived. 


	The prophet Daniel was called by God and much of what we understand today about the end times is taken from Daniel’s ministry. However, Daniel needed understanding so God sent a heavenly messenger to touch him. “And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.’ While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling. Then he said to me, ‘Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words” (Daniel 10:11, 12 NKJV). Had Daniel not set his heart to understand or prayed for understanding, God could not have used him to tell us what was to come in the final days. Daniel fully understood who the devil was and the demonic world he ruled with his evil.


	Job 28:28 says, “But to man He (God) said, Behold, the reverential and worshipful fear of the Lord—that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding” (AMP) Parenthesis added. This would imply that to avoid evil, one must have understanding. But exactly what are we to understand? 


	The footnote in The New Living Translation Life Application Study Bible for Job 28:28 says: “The fear of the Lord means to have respect and reverence for God, and to be in awe of his majesty and power.” This is the beginning of finding real wisdom. We should ask: “Is wisdom useful to us if we have no understanding?” I suggest that God intended for us to connect wisdom with understanding so that we might do better at obeying Him.






	IS WISDOM HANDICAPPED WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING?


	“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7 KJV). This scripture is a commanding statement that shows the importance of attaining wisdom, calling it a principle part of mental, emotional, and physical wellness. However, the great emphasis here is that with all our ability to get, attain, and feel urgency about—with all the ability granted us by our Creator—we are to understand. To understand is to be able to comprehend, discern, and interpret. In other words, while wisdom is important, it is handicapped without understanding, and understanding is not possible without a humble and compassionate heart, which enables us to rightly evaluate a situation. “Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding” (Prov. 3:13 NLV). Clearly the Lord is stressing the benefits of what it means to “understand.” So just what is it that He wants us to understand? Indisputably He wants us to understand who He is, what His moral code looks like, who Satan is, and the difference between good and evil. Every aspect outlined in this book must be read using this paragraph as a reference and the key to understanding, wisdom, repentance, and redemption.


	 


	DEFINING EVIL


	The Merriam-Webster on-line dictionary defines evil in the adjective form as follows: something that is morally bad—morally reprehensible—sinful and wicked; arising from actual or imputed bad character or conduct and which causes harm or injury to someone. There are other definitions for evil, but this one alone should cause every person to take notice of his own morals whether in thought or in action.


	Evil is also defined as being disagreeable. Have you ever been bitterly disagreeable? Or maybe on occasion you were kindly disagreeable like the old devil was with Eve in the Garden. The Bible says he was seductive. Successful seduction requires persuasive charm, not bitterness. Immediately upon Satan’s encounter with Eve in the Garden he disagreed with her when she told him that God said they would die if they ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Directly, the devil said, “You won’t die.” He disagreed with her, calling God a liar but he was not mean-spirited about it. He used such charm that she never questioned whether God would be displeased with her choice. From the Word we know that God is not the liar. John 17:15 tells us that Satan is the real father of lies, and is referred to as the “evil one.” These biblical facts give us understanding about evil, that the works of Satan spawn it.


	Evil is also known as “being marked by bad luck or bad events, destruction or misfortune; something causing discomfort or repulsion; something offensive or threatening; having the nature of vice.” A vice stems from evil that births a thought or action. 


	Another definition of evil is “the intention of causing harm or destruction specifically from the perception of deliberately violating some moral code.” Intention is when the mind plans something to achieve a certain goal. This definition confirms that even our thoughts can be evil.


	As a noun, evil is defined as “the force of things that are morally bad; something that is harmful or bad—those powers of darkness; the ‘fact of suffering,’ of misfortune and of wrongdoing.” Evil is also called “a cosmic force that brings sorrow, distress, or calamity.” 


	From this we see that the primary definition of evil is something that is morally bad—the abuse of a moral code, which is a system of morality according to a particular philosophy, religion, or culture. A moral is any one practice or teaching within that code. For example, Christianity is based on a moral code as defined by God in the Bible.


	“Morality” is from the Latin “moralitas,” meaning manner, and manner is character, and proper behavior. Morality is a sense of behavioral conduct that differentiates intentions, decisions, and actions between those that are good (or right) and those that are bad (or wrong). Unless we have understanding we are unable to discern or establish moral clarity. But, as we have shown, most people cannot properly define understanding. Therefore they struggle to clarify morality.


	To accept that morality means ‘manner or character’ is to understand the spiritual image of God, which He gave to us at creation. His attributes are moral and pure. When we violate the purity of the character of God, which is within us, we get a conscience conviction that helps us recognize when we are outside the boundaries of Godly behavior.


	 The following Bible stories are good examples of sin attitudes that ignored good moral character and indulged or tolerated evil that could have led or did lead to a “dance with the devil.”


	 


	FIRST SIN ATTITUDE


	Genesis 34 relates a disturbingly sad story that involves Isaac’s son Jacob, Jacob’s daughter Dinah, and Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi. 


	 While Dinah was visiting some young women in the town of Succoth, Shechem, the local prince and son of Hamor noticed her. Finding her irresistible he lusted for her, lost control, and raped her. However, the Bible says he fell in love with her and tried to make amends for his evil act by using tender words with her. 


	Tender words alone cannot repair a wrong. They must be reinforced with action, which is what Shechem did. He told his father Hamor that he wanted to marry Dinah. Hamor went to Jacob saying, “My son Shechem is truly in love with your daughter; please let him marry her.” Then Shechem came and pled his case to Jacob, begging to marry Dinah and offering Jacob’s family anything they wanted in return. Famous as angry and violent murderers, two of Jacob’s sons—Simeon and Levi—devised an evil scheme that affected the entire town. Circumcision was a requirement by Jewish law so as part of the agreement to the union between Shechem and Dinah, Simeon and Levi demanded that all the men of Succoth be circumcised. Both families agreed so that the two groups could live peacefully together and intermarry. 


	Shechem wanted Dinah so he wasted no time taking action to get the approval of the town council. Because he was highly respected in his family his prevailing speech to the townsmen convinced everyone that circumcision was the right thing to do. Once the men of Succoth were circumcised Dinah went to live with Shechem and for a time there was peace between the two tribes. Dinah’s shame of sexual impurity was corrected in marriage. However, filled with pride and anger and a need for revenge, Simeon and Levi wreaked havoc on Shechem and the entire town. 


	The Bible relates that before the wounds of circumcision had healed Simeon and Levi went into the town and murdered all the men—speculation is that their throats were slashed at night while they slept—and then they took Dinah back to their camp. Jacob’s other sons came and plundered the town, seized the flocks and herds—both inside the town and in the fields—and they took the women and children captive; it was evil run amok. 


	When Jacob cried out to his sons that they had ruined him, they showed no remorse for their actions. The Scripture says they replied in anger, “But why should we let him (Shechem) treat our sister like a prostitute?” (Genesis 34:31 NLT) Parentheses added 


	Jacob did not punish his sons for their crime but he did wring his hands and complain that their behavior had brought him shame. Where did the thought come from that it was acceptable to destroy an entire tribe of people for the sin of one man? It came from the evil one! Numerous people were bitterly affected by the sin of one man.


	The rapist conceived an evil thought orchestrated by Satan and then acted on it. Jacob’s sons conceived the evil of murder, which comes from the one who steals, kills, and destroys, and then they acted on that thought. Simeon and Levi’s reprimand didn’t come until Jacob became an old man and had a family discussion about their future. He called them two of a kind—angry and violent murderers who killed men and crippled oxen for sport, and he vowed to scatter them throughout Israel among the descendants of Jacob (Genesis 49:5, 6).


	One can easily see the good and evil in this story but it is clear that there was much more evil than good. Dinah was a guiltless victim of the evil behavior of those out of control. Jacob’s sons were guilty of murdering innocent people as a result of uncontrolled wrath, pride, and vengeance, though God says vengeance belongs only to Him. When they killed Shechem they destroyed family security for Dinah. Together their behavior caused emotional stress, shame, and pain for their father. When pride and revenge are combined they create the perfect storm for dancing with the devil. When Jacob finished wringing his hands in despair, he simply packed up and fled. 


	Shechem started this massacre by letting his emotions rule. He danced with the devil when he raped Dinah, but he changed his mind, confessed his sin and repented, offering to right his wrong in several ways. He was told all was forgiven, then was met with deception and murder. Aren’t we glad that when we dance with the devil and then go to Jesus and repent we can trust Him to redeem us? He doesn’t fool us into thinking we are forgiven and then kill us with a sword. 


	 


	SECOND SIN ATTITUDE


	In 1 Samuel 25 we read about David—a great warrior before he became King of Judah—and how he was forced to reevaluate his view of right and wrong after an encounter with a very wise woman. Once again, this story about David and a sheep farmer named Nabal, and Nabal’s beautiful wife Abigail, shows the evil in thoughts that are dead-set on destroying many for the sin of one. In the words of the characters themselves, it shows how God felt about such thinking. Abigail’s little sermon to David was orchestrated by God, and was His way of telling David that if he carried out his thoughts of bloodshed and vengeance against Nabal and his men, his actions would create a staggering burden for him the remainder of his life.


	 Nabal was a very wealthy man who owned large herds of animals. Scripture defines him as a crook and a drunk—selfish and crude—mean in all his dealings. Abigail was his beautiful, sensible and wise wife. David and his warriors had often protected Nabal’s workforce during sheep shearing time and much of Nabal’s prosperity was due to David’s vigilant protection. However, when David sent a message to Nabal, asking him to share his provisions with his hungry warriors, Nabal refused, hurling insults against David. When word of Nabal’s remarks reached David, he strapped on his sword, and commanded four hundred of his men to do the same. Simply put, Nabal was rude and disrespectful toward David and the power of those unrestrained words set a field afire, and provoked David to kill.


	Back at Nabal’s ranch, one of the servants told the beautiful and wise Abigail that her husband had spoken unkind words about David to his servant. Realizing the potential for retaliation by David, Abigail took immediate action. She wasted no time gathering adequate amounts of food and wine, which she packed on donkeys, and along with her servants she set out to intercept David and his army. Her plan was to use eatable goods and diplomacy to make peace and protect those she cared about but she chose not to tell Nabal, a predictably cruel and unreasonable man. Regardless of any decision she might make, she had every reason to be afraid. In her husband, she would face cruelty. In David, she might face death. Obviously she knew what a warrior David was and how quickly he leapt to judgment. She and her entire entourage could have been raped and/or slaughtered when they encountered David and his warriors, and clearly David was very angry. I believe she went where she thought she could do the most good. Regardless of her reason, knowing David’s reputation and what might lie ahead, she willingly put her own life in danger when she faced an army of 400 men to negotiate with a famous warrior on behalf of others. 


	By the time Abigail and her group approached a mountain ravine, an irate David and his troops were marching toward them. The Bible says he had just been grumbling to his men about how useless it was to help Nabal. “We protected his flocks in the wilderness, and nothing he owned was lost or stolen. But he has repaid me evil for good. May God strike me and kill me if even one man of his household is still alive tomorrow morning!” (1 Samuel 25:21, 22 NLT)


	David wanted vengeance against all Nabal’s men to punish one guilty man. From this story we see the trickle-down effect of vengeance and why it belongs to God. Had Abigail not intervened and left David to his own will, many innocent men, women, and children would have suffered because of the evil in one man—Nabal—and the unrestrained actions of another man—David.


	 


	A WISE WOMAN PLEADS HER CASE


	Abigail was wisely defensive when she encountered David and his men in the ravine. She dismounted and bowed low to the ground before him. With an eloquent voice and diplomatic words she used truth to intercede for her husband and family and their entire workforce. Her speech is documented in 1 Samuel 25:24-31.


	Abigail’s strategy was remarkably wise! She called a spade a spade and described Nabal for what he was, a wicked and ill-tempered fool. And he was most likely a difficult taskmaster. She showed wisdom and understanding of a potentially dangerous situation when she took food and supplies to David and his men, and spoke words meant to deter evil.


	Further, Abigail was obviously educated about the Lord because immediately following her comments about Nabal, she offered an epistle of praise for David’s integrity, and admonished him to get control of his emotions before he sinned. Then she spliced it all together with a strong caution about him having to bear the staggering burden of needless bloodshed if he proceeded with his quest. Afterwards she prepared for her future asking David to remember her when the Lord showered him with blessing and power. This indicates that she knew David was destined to become a powerful man blessed by God.


	Abigail’s excellent presentation could do no less than cause David to come to his senses. The footnote in the NLT Life Application Study Bible says, “David was in no mood to listen when he set out for Nabal’s property.” It would be difficult to ignore a beautiful woman on a donkey surrounded by a group of servants carrying a passel of food and wine. Further, David’s army was most likely hungry by the time they saw Abigail. Also, she was headed into a mountain ravine, which is usually narrow. With 400 men in armor on horses, David would have been somewhat hard-pressed to bypass her. Killing her would have been his only option for not stopping to listen, so he stopped. Then he praised her logic, which he confessed kept him from vengeance and murder. Otherwise not one of Nabal’s men would be alive the next day. David accepted her gifts and said, “Return home in peace. I have heard what you said. We will not kill your husband” (1 Samuel 25:35 NLT).


	When Nabal learned what Abigail had done he had a stroke and died ten days later. When David heard about Nabal’s death he thanked God for avenging him against Nabal so he wouldn’t have to do it himself. Then he sent for Abigail to be his wife. 


	Surely Abigail was concerned for her life and the life of those with her when she encountered David’s 400-man army and all their war armor in that mountain ravine. David admitted that he might have killed her, yet she showed great bravery in spite of it. Further, Abigail still had to face Nabal when she returned home. 


	Based on the evidence here in the Word we can conclude several things: 1) God hates a bad attitude; Nabal had a bad attitude when he refused to assist David and his men. David had a bad attitude when he wanted to kill all the men in Nabal’s household for the bad behavior of one man; 2) God can and will remove the enemy. Upon learning what had happened Nabal died within ten days; 3) God rewards a humble heart and obedience. Abigail exercised both in the action she took, and God provided for her.  


	In this story, we can see two separate but identical views of Nabal from two people who didn’t know each other but each knew Nabal. Abigail said her husband was wicked and ill tempered. David said that Nabal answered good with evil. They both recognized evil and called it evil. If we don’t recognize the works of the enemy and make choices that help us avoid his attacks, we structure ourselves to reap the long-term pain and consequences of our actions, which the Bible calls a staggering burden.


	 


	MORE EVIL ACTIONS BY DAVID


	It didn’t take long after David’s resourceful encounter with Abigail for him to indulge other overzealous behavior that hurt his reputation and left him with staggering burdens throughout the remainder of his life. After David became King of Judah, he ordered servants to bring him a beautiful woman named Bathsheba so that he could have sex with her, which he knew was an evil act that violated God’s moral code. 


	Bathsheba was married to Uriah, one of King David’s top thirty warriors, who was still on the battlefield when his wife learned she was pregnant by the King. David then ordered Uriah home to spend time with Bathsheba so that she could say he was the baby’s father. But out of respect for the soldiers that were still fighting, Uriah, exercising much more restraint than the King did at that time, refused to comfort himself with his wife. King David wrote a letter to Uriah’s commander Joab, that Uriah was to die, and then he sent Uriah back to his unit unknowingly carrying his own death sentence. Wicked, indeed!  


	In those days a person was subject to severe punishment or death when a king’s orders were neglected. Uriah died because he disobeyed the King’s order to have sex with his own wife—a penalty the King orchestrated against Uriah to sustain his own lie. The Bible doesn’t say whether Bathsheba objected to the King’s demands but if she did object and if David gave her no choice, then he intended on forcing her against her will—the very definition of rape. Had she refused to go to the King she might also have died as Uriah died when he disobeyed David. This story is a biblical example of a great man of God who used his power and position to get what he wanted. We see this same kind of behavior among people with power and position in our world today. 


	The King’s unrestrained sins needed unrestrained punishment so God punished him by taking David’s newborn child, and cursing David and his family with uncompromising sorrows. David’s dance with the devil brought him penetrating pain, catapulting him into bouts of depression, and ushering into his life a cycle of violence and death that would mock and criticize him throughout his reign as King.


	 


	UNRESTRAINED PUNISHMENT FOR UNRESTRAINED SIN


	Kings and leaders are prone to rule as having “all knowledge” whether or not they are qualified as knowledgeable. And, it is usually the king who issues reprimands and punishments, not the ordinary person. But God loved King David, calling him a “man after His own heart.” He wanted David to understand just how angry He was with him. He sent His prophet Nathan to confront David about his huge sin. Nathan’s little speech to David was forceful and designed to pierce his heart, reminding him that he was just a king.


	In 2 Samuel 12, God told David that it was He who anointed him king, and gave him his abundance and that it was He who loved David so much that He was willing to do abundantly more for him. He set David straight about his behavior and showed him how broken-hearted and angry He was by calling out the details of every sin David had committed regarding Bathsheba and Uriah. Through Nathan God then told David exactly how He was planning to punish him. But with deep repentance, David confessed his sin to Nathan who then reassured him that he was forgiven and would not die because of it. However, Nathan said, “nevertheless,” which, by definition means, ‘it ain’t over yet!’ “Because you have shown utter contempt for the Lord by doing this, your child will die” (2 Samuel 12:14 NLT). To have contempt for someone is to feel hatred, disapproval, and condescension toward him or her. To have utter contempt is to have absolute, complete or unreserved hatred. Nathan’s words showed David how seriously God disapproved of his sin.


	Soon after Nathan left, the Lord sent a deadly illness to afflict David’s newborn child. For seven days David lay on the bare ground without food and begged God to spare his son, but on the seventh day the child died. David got up from the ground, bathed his body and put on lotions and fresh clothing. After that, he worshiped the Lord and dined. 


	It cannot be denied that God hates the sin of adultery. And He hates when His children dance with the devil regardless of the nature of the dance. Some readers may suggest that David’s punishment was too extreme but God will not be mocked. Through Nathan, God wanted David to understand that He had blessed him far beyond the norm but David abused God’s blessing and in God’s words, David had shown contempt for Him. David knew beforehand that his behavior would displease God but he did it anyway, mocking God’s statutes. God does punish sin. 


	Even though David was on his face before God repenting and asking Him to spare his son, he did not continue to dwell on his sin after the child died. He accepted the forgiveness God gave him through the Prophet Nathan and he moved on. We must do the same when we repent of our sins—accept forgiveness then get on with life so that God can use us. David repented, and God, in His mercy and love, forgave David’s awful sin and contempt against Him. However, He did not give David a freeway to heaven with no challenges. He left him with a painful curse on his family. It would be David’s own son, Absolom to whom God would give David’s concubines in order to dishonor him.


	2 Samuel 16 tells how Absolom conspired with Ahithophel to overthrow David’s throne as Nathan predicted. They set up a tent on the roof of David’s palace and Absolom had sex with his father’s concubines in open sight. The sword against David’s family didn’t end there. Following the death of David’s newborn son, another of his sons, Amnon, committed a crime that brought more killing and intense pain to the Royal family. It was sexual sin that David used to violate God’s commands and it was sexual sin that affected David’s children, bringing more disgrace to the family. Even though God forgave David and let him live, he allowed David to suffer intense shame brought on by the behavior of his children—a reminder to David of two things: 1) God was his boss, and 2) he should never forget the intensity of his sin. David’s dance with the devil was due to evil thoughts that were not brought into captivity and replaced with good thoughts, but instead were left to rule the flesh.


	 


	AMNON, TAMAR, AND ABSALOM


	RAPE, REVENGE, AND MURDER


	David’s son Amnon was obsessed with the King’s beautiful daughter, Tamar, who was Amnon’s half-sister. Encouraged by Jonadab—a devilish cousin—Amnon pretended to be sick one day and pled with his father to let Tamar come and cook for him. The King agreed. When she arrived, Amnon sent away the servants, and raped Tamar despite her pleas for her purity.


	Clearly he was in lust rather than in love as he had claimed, for afterwards he hated her even more than he had said he loved her before the rape. Amnon cast her away without mercy and Absolom took her in. However, she was consigned to a life of isolation and humiliation far worse than if Amnon had simply married her. Amnon’s lust for Tamar was an unrestrained thought that led to evil both in rape and murder.


	King David was known as one willing to kill men simply for speaking certain words or having a viewpoint he believed to be contrary to God’s moral law, but the Bible doesn’t say he did anything to bring justice to Tamar. The crime was simply swept under the rug until Absalom murdered Amnon to vindicate Tamar. However, regardless of the vindication he admonished her to keep the rape a secret within the family. This same kind of thinking strikes families of today—hide it under the rug and it will go away, but it never really goes away. Shouldn’t someone be held accountable and punished for evil? Rape is an evil act! 


	King David and his family were royalty—the most exalted family in the land. He was famous as a great warrior and a God Chaser who always returned to God with a repentant heart, but he was pathetically weak when it came to his children. 1 Kings 1:6 tells how the King never disciplined his son Adonijah—not even to ask him “Why are you doing that?” Adonijah was handsome, arrogant, and appointed himself king, causing division in the family. King David had experienced God’s severe punishment for his own sins, so he knew that his sons deserved to be punished for theirs, yet he did nothing. And, the Bible does not say whether he did anything to comfort Tamar in her circumstance—only that he was very angry about the incident. The Lord expects His children to help bring justice to the innocent and defend the defenseless.


	 


	LIES THAT LED TO INSTANT DEATH


	Being the liar that he has always been, Satan loves to convince Christians that deception has no consequence. Even when we know better because it was taught to us, we will listen to his voice particularly when we think we will benefit if no one knows the truth. 


	During the time of the New Testament Acts the disciples and the Apostle Paul were passionate about building the church and spreading the message of the Gospel throughout the Roman Empire. But conflict was widespread and the integrity, love, and moral code that Jesus wanted delivered to all people were challenged constantly. It was during this process of preaching the Gospel to both the Jews and the Gentiles that controversy arose and forced those who ministered the gospel to find resolve and punish sin. 


	Their effort to attain unity motivated the believers to share what they owned. This generosity was a good example of love and personal sacrifice, and it attracted many people. The Scriptures say that there were no needy people among them because those with many possessions would sell some or all and then bring the proceeds to the apostles to be given to those in need. 


	Ananias and Sapphira was one such couple. They sold their property and separately they brought the proceeds into the Church but each of them held back a portion for their own use. The Holy Spirit spoke to Peter about what Ananias had done so Peter confronted him. Ananias lied to Peter saying that he had brought all the profit he had received. Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit and kept some of the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell as you wish. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren’t lying to us, but to God!” (Acts 5:3, 4 NLT). Immediately Ananias died and was carried away and buried.


	Unaware of the incident, Ananias’ wife, Sapphira came to the apostles a short time later to deliver the profits from her sale. When she was asked if her offering was the price she and her husband received for the land, she answered that it was. Peter admonished her, saying, “How could the two of you even think of conspiring to test the Spirit of the Lord like this?” (Acts 5:9 NLT). Immediately she died and was buried beside her husband. The Lord considers lying to be a serious offense. The New Testament teaches that no liars will enter heaven. Ananias and Sapphira’s punishment was an example of how much He detests evil and wants His children to do away with it.  Today, we don’t drop dead instantly when we lie. If we did, we all would be dead. But clearly in God’s eyes lying is evil worthy of severe punishment.


	 


	CALLING GOOD EVIL AND EVIL GOOD


	“Woe—grief, affliction, misery, despair—unto those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20 NIV).


	Evil begins with the intent to do harm. The thought that is conceived and then fulfilled becomes the evil that destroys. Satan made it easy for Adam and Eve to ignore God by calling evil good and all humanity was affected by that action. This great master who orchestrates all evil convinced the Israelites to disrespect Moses and the Ten Commandments, though with their own eyes they saw God perform miracles. He was calling evil good. 


	Courts in America have used the biblical Commandments to take action against evil in our society and they still do to some degree. However, largely the Commandments have been cast aside in favor of a system that is itself corrupted by evil. Good is now called evil. 


	Irish Statesman, Author, and Philosopher, Edmund Burke (1729-1797) is credited with the following statement: “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." It is a profound way of saying that when those who understand the difference in good and evil do nothing about evil they are calling it good and acceptable. God detests such behavior!


	God was extremely gracious and merciful when He let David live after David hurt Uriah and Bathsheba. When Amnon raped Tamar, he listened to the evil one. When King David failed to take action against his son for the sin against his daughter, he was ignoring his responsibility as a father and his accountability to the God he served. Even though David was considered a good man, he danced with the devil when he tolerated the evil in his sons and committed adultery and murder. Absalom let anger and vengeance rule his heart and mind when he used evil to take action against evil and called it good. Had Peter not addressed Ananias and Sapphira’s sin after the Holy Spirit revealed it to him he would have been calling evil good by tolerating their lies to prevent embarrassing them. 


	This is why we are taught to bring our thoughts into captivity to the character of Jesus Christ and submit to God so the devil will flee. Today we tend to wink at evil, afraid to speak up or take action against it. Rather than confront the issue and chance offending someone we often tolerate bad behavior for the sake of a temporary peace, supporting that person’s slide toward hell. 


	Every Christian must choose to help reduce evil, bring justice to the innocent, and help turn people to Christ by using wisdom to make good choices. While we will never eradicate all the evil in the world, we must believe that it exists and accurately define it. Then we can judge and punish it, and take warlike action against it when necessary thus minimizing its effect on humanity. We are often called upon to fight against the wrong so that what is right can prevail. We can use Scripture to disarm the devil and his plans but if we don’t recognize his tactics we will innocently buy into his deception. And, if we as the church and as society in general fail to teach about Satan and his plan to destroy Christians we will allow him access to our world through which he will lead us contrary to the Word of God. Our children and grandchildren who are watching our dance with the devil will become brainwashed against the Trinity in favor of the ways of Satan. 


	 


	WHAT IS DANCING WITH THE DEVIL?


	Only Christians dance with the devil; non-Christians already belong to the devil. Dancing with the devil is to ignore scriptural wisdom about how we should live, behave, and talk. Instead of obedience to the Word, we participate in evil, which destroys. We often allow ourselves to be manipulated and controlled until we are unable to escape the bondage to which we are held captive. We disregard, distort or minimize the Lord’s instructions often refusing to understand or have compassion for a Christian brother or sister, including family members; in so doing we flirt with an evil attitude. We willingly trade biblical truth for personal lust while still claiming to be a Christian, attending church, and influencing those around us, especially tender hearts and innocent minds.


	When Jesus addressed the churches in the Book of Revelation, He warned the Christians at Thyatira that if they didn’t stop following the sexual sin encouraged by “that Jezebel” woman He would cause them to suffer greatly alongside her (Revelation 2).


	The Jezebel woman was teaching a lie about God, and fooling the people causing them to believe and tolerate her views. Her false teaching gave power to Satan, diminishing the greatness of God. Not only does God punish Christians who tolerate sin in others, (Revelation 2) He also searches out the thoughts and intentions of every heart as to whether they are evil. So we too, must search our own heart and soul to see if we are like those in the church at Thyatira before we are required to face God’s findings.


	 


	 








CHAPTER ONE STUDY QUESTIONS


	 


	

		Do you question whether evil is real? If so, why?




		What do you know about the rapture?




		Do you struggle with moral clarity? If so, briefly describe your struggle.




		Describe your own views about the connection between wisdom and understanding.




		Define your own thoughts and opinions of the Antichrist.




		What does it mean to call evil good and good evil?




		What does dancing with the devil mean to you?




		Search your heart to see if you can recall the last three lies or attitude of deception that you allowed to control you.




	

		What is your opinion of Abigail’s husband, Nabal?




		Why do you think the narrow path is difficult?





	 


	


	 


	If you believe that you are a “Christian” and you want to live eternity in heaven with Jesus when you die, yet you live your life contrary to the Word of God, then you are dancing with the devil and need to “stop” and “turn around” and “return” to Jesus with all your heart.


	 




 


	 


	
TWO



WHO IS THIS DEVIL WITH WHOM WE DANCE?



	 


	 


	“Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh and blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world (darkness), against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil” (Ephesians 6:10-12 NLT). Parentheses added


	 


	Christians who read these Scriptures in Ephesians and then say they question the existence of a real devil or evil, or a place of punishment for those who reject the Lord’s principals and commit evil are deliberately ignoring God’s Word.


	Yet, we see from the Barna Group poll mentioned in chapter 1 that a large percentage of American Christians question whether the devil, evil, and hell are real. The poll causes true believers grave concern for the salvation of these so-called Christians. Maybe it seems much easier to believe that a loving God would never allow anyone’s soul to end up in a place of eternal torment.


	For years I heard preachers and Sunday school teachers quote Ephesians 6, but never heard anyone use understandable clarity to explain how to stand firm against the strategies of the devil, or the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world; I didn’t understand mighty powers or the dark world or evil spirits in heavenly places. To me, and obviously to those preachers and teachers, these Scriptures were for another time, another place, and a different people—something far into the future, and they didn’t apply to the present. But now, our world is faced with just such evil. So, exactly what does Ephesians 6:10-12 really mean?


	Flesh and blood describes the physical bodies or humans we can see with our eyes. Principalities are defined as the powerful spirits—Satan and his angels—who fell in the revolt against God. They are the demon spirits in Satan’s ruling council. Powers refers to authorities with executive influences such as thrones, dominions, or governments who oppose Jesus. Rulers of the darkness are those world rulers, who allow demons to use them to fight the true light of the world, (Jesus). They use seduction to blind people’s eyes and lead them into darkness. Their power is used to darken people’s minds as history has recorded about the world’s most wicked leaders.


	Spiritual wickedness in high places refers to an all-encompassing evil. The word spiritual comes from the root word “spirit,” and “wickedness” means malicious—one who not only is wicked, but whose every deed and thought are wicked. All he does affects others in a negative way. Spiritual wickedness in high places may not specifically refer to people, but rather to the evil itself that inspires such principalities, powers and rulers of darkness. Just as peace, love, and goodness motivate God’s angels, a terrible spiritual wickedness controls those of Satan’s spirit world (See Col. 2:15-16 and 1 Cor. 2:8).


	The Bible teaches repeatedly that the devil is the enemy of Christians, but as noted, many believe that God’s love does not permit anyone to go to hell. That simply is not true. Because we were separated from God during the fall of mankind in the Garden, we live in a broken world filled with evil. Thorns choke out tender plants (Matt. 13:7); the enemy of humanity (the devil) plants weeds to contaminate what is good—the tender plants are God’s children (Matt. 13:28); both rain and sun affect the just—God’s children—and the unjust—those who reject or disobey God (Matt. 5:45); all mankind is touched by evil.


	God does love us and gives us free will! But He is also a God of justice. Truly there are angels, but our fairy-tale description of them bears no resemblance to how the Bible portrays them. When our loved ones die they do not go to heaven and then return to earth as angels to watch over us, nor do they float around heaven rearranging the furniture—a popular phrase by grief-stricken relatives of the deceased. Neither do our departed loved ones reincarnate in any manner. If we believe they do, we have been misled by false teachings that twisted the Scriptures. 


	The Bible says each of us is destined to die once and after that comes judgment (Heb. 9:27). All the angels that will ever exist are already created (Psalms 148:2-5). Angels that were cast out of heaven in the revolt will be condemned to an eternal hell at the judgment (2 Peter 2:4). Heavenly angels don’t die (Luke 20:36). Only humans die a physical death just as God promised Adam in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:15-17). The death we see every day proves that what God spoke years ago is true. 


	If there were no judgment for evil would there be a need for heaven? And if there is no hell, is Christianity a farce? What good is living a godly life if even wicked humans, such as those you will read about in chapter 3, go to heaven because there is no place of punishment for them, as some Christians say they believe? Clearly there is no justice in such thinking. Without a doubt the Bible teaches that God is a “just” God who will not allow evil into heaven. While He will reward the righteous, He will condemn the unrighteous.


	Jesus promised a place in heaven for the repentant sinner. He said, “In my Father’s house, there are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2-3 KJV). This promise was not given to the unbelievers or the wicked, but was given to God’s children. When Jesus was crucified, two other men were crucified alongside Him. The Bible says both had committed evil. One of them said to Jesus; “So, you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!” But the other criminal challenged him saying, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” And Jesus replied, “I assure you today; you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:39-43 NLT). Jesus never once acknowledged the cold-hearted criminal. By not saying a word to him, Jesus confirmed that He never knew him, and he was not welcome in the Father’s house. If he was not welcome in the Father’s house because he rejected Jesus and wouldn’t repent, where did his soul go when his heart stopped that day on the cross?


	If you are in the percentage of American Christians who have doubts about a real heaven and hell, or if you believe only in heaven but reject hell, it’s time to wake up to the truth—that you have believed a lie that could cost you your very soul if you don’t find the truth. Perhaps you’ve simply chosen to focus on positive Scriptures in the Bible, neglecting those that warn of the devil’s plan to destroy you. The Lord says His people perish for lack of knowledge. (See Hosea 4:6). The person that refuses to believe in evil or a literal hell, or sees God as love only, without justice, giving prosperity without expecting obedience in return, does not know the God of the Bible.


	 


	THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS


	In Luke chapter 16 Jesus gave a chilling description of a rich man who died and went to hell and a poor beggar who died and went to heaven. The story is Biblical evidence of hell by the Savior Himself and shows how those who fail to listen to warnings while they are alive will find that after they die it’s too late to warn others.


	 


	Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen who lived each day in luxury. At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. Finally the poor man died and was carried by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried, and his soul went to the place of the dead (the spiritually dead). There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing? So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’ Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. For I have five brothers, and I want to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote’ (the Scriptures). The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ But Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t listen even if someone rises from the dead’” (Luke 16:19-31 NLT). Parenthesis added.


	 


	Some Christians do not believe this story reflects something that really happened but instead is an analogy of how the Lord wants us to be compassionate toward others. While it does seem to contradict the Scripture in Psalms 37:25 (NLT) that says, “I have never seen the godly abandoned or their children begging for bread,” (Lazarus was both righteous and begging for bread) I would never gamble my soul on the assumption that the story is an analogy. Rather, I am deeply moved because of the many ways God used to warn mankind about hell. But the main reason this Scripture touches me so is that many of us today are just like the rich man. We don’t realize how deeply rooted we are to an attitude or behavior that is inspired by demon spirits and which can separate us from God if we don’t repent. 


	Scripture doesn’t say much about the rich man; it doesn’t describe him as a particularly wicked man, and I question whether he believed he was bad enough for hell. The only thing the Bible tells us about his character is that he was rich—needing nothing—yet he lacked compassion, something very important to the Lord. Evidently he was capable of caring because when he arrived in hell he had compassion for his family, wanting to keep them from the same fate. But in responding to the rich man, Abraham used reason and logic, compassionately calling him “son” to explain to him why he was now in hell. It’s likely that the rich man passed Lazarus each time he left his home. Where did he get the notion that Lazarus was unimportant? I think he was able to ignore Lazarus without conviction due to an apathetic heart that was ignorant about the Scriptures. He did not know the Scriptures because he had not read and studied or prayed over them for understanding. 


	Delayed compassion has absolutely no spiritual benefit. When the rich man cried out, “No, Father Abraham,” he was in anguish because he had not read the Scriptures and he knew his brothers would not read them. Was he too busy, or simply didn’t see their importance? Had he read them, might he have understood why he needed a heart attitude that would keep him out of hell? Possibly! But now, experiencing the reality of hell, he understood, which is the very thing the Scriptures teach throughout the Bible. Suddenly the Scriptures became important to him and he realized that the only help for his brothers was for someone to return from hell to warn them. He was desperate for them to know truth. But once we die, it is too late for us to accept and obey the Scriptures. 


	What does the Lazarus in your life look like? In an article dated February 5, 2007, titled American Lifestyles Mix Compassion and Self-Oriented Behavior, the Barna Group reported that when compared to the national norms (for society in general) born-again Christians are more likely to volunteer for their church but are no more likely than the average person to help the poor and homeless. Unlike the Lazarus of the Bible, maybe the Lazarus God wants you to help has no open sores for the dogs to lick, or other evidence of a great need. However, just out of sight underneath the skin there may be a festering wound of poverty or personal dysfunction that is threatening the life and soul of that individual. How often have you passed by, not taking the time to stop and inquire about his needs? Do you really know the needs of the people inside your loop of friends, family, co-workers or employees, or does your charity go far into the distance for its pleasure in helping others—maybe to a faraway country suffering from natural disasters or the devastation of war. Yes, these things are well deserving of your help but have you inquired of the person sitting next to you? A God-led connection might turn around their life, keeping them from sinking, or it might lead them to salvation through Jesus Christ. I have a personal testimony about being a “Lazarus” in the life of friends and family.


	 


	AN ANGEL TURNED BAD


	Refusing to believe in a literal hell has monumental consequences for mankind. However, there is no difference in doing that and believing that God absolves us from the need to be holy. The Bible teaches that the devil, also known as Satan or Lucifer (along with many other names), was an angel created by God, who gave him great power and significance. God also gave Satan extensive access to His throne. But Satan developed a deep hatred for God because he wanted to be God and sit on His throne. However, God let Satan know that He was the only God and there wasn’t room for two, so He cast Satan and his rebels out of heaven. 


	Angry over being deported, Satan waged war against God and all humanity with his attack of seduction against Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden but even as it unfolded God had a plan for the redemption of mankind through Jesus Christ. Regardless, from the child in the womb, to the oldest person living Satan has used every method imaginable to hurt human beings. This is hauntingly sad, but even sadder is that we repeatedly give him plenty of opportunity to destroy us through the choices we make in life and our ignorance of the Word.


	The devil’s agenda includes sowing doubt, discouragement, diversion, defeat, deceit, and delay into the heart and life of mankind. Through doubt and deceit, he causes Christians to question God’s Word and His goodness just as he did with Eve in the Garden. Through discouragement Satan causes us to focus on ourselves. We worry, rather than look to God for answers. The Bible cautions that we can’t change a hair on our head, so why worry? Satan uses what may seem as logical truth but instead is partial truth to make wrong things attractive so we will desire those things more than the good things of God. Satan is thrilled when we take our eyes off of Jesus. He whispers to us that our failures defeat us so that we will become discouraged and won’t press in and stay the course. But the Lord says that we can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens us. This is where we must choose to exercise our faith. Through delay, Satan causes us to put off doing something that needs doing so that it never gets done, derailing God’s plan for good. When we put off God’s work we accommodate Satan’s goading towards laziness, slothfulness, wasting our energy and our time. The Lord cannot use us if we don’t respond to His call. 
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