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Introduction: Survival...the Name of the Game  



	By R. Lanman


	This is a fictional story of a non-fictional world problem.


	I witnessed the political foolishness of the Nuclear Age in the 1960’s (the “Space Race” and “Cold War” Era). The ‘Super Powers’ were competing with each other for Nuclear Supremacy. Citizens across the Globe lived in fear of Nuclear Annihilation. The Posturing, of Soviet and American Leaders over placement of Nuclear Weapons “too close for comfort”, was dangerous (and fool hardy).  Our Government’s Civil Defense Leaders could only suggest taking precautions to ensure that ‘our way of life’ did not perish from this Earth.”


	My family built our own “bomb shelter” in the basement of our house, we conducted safety drills when the sirens tested. We stocked our shelter with non-perishable food and emergency supplies. My family watched the Newspapers and the Television, where censored “news” reports flooded the three national television channels of the time. Everyone waited for one of the Governments to “press the button” and end Earth’s existence.


	The end of World War 2 brought us into the Nuclear Age, and the Conflict (War) in Korea destabilized the Peace-time agreements between the “Super Powers” of the time. The Vietnam Conflict served as a reminder that the World is far from Global Peace. Survival was up to the Individual Families resources and ingenuity. 


	We watched as a few countries were searching for peaceful methods of extending the survival of mankind.  Several Countries were researching Space Flight, Subterranean Bunkers, Domed Remote Cities away from Military Targets, and Deep Water/Underwater Communities of the Atlantic/ Gulf Seas for way to survive. But it would be the Scientists, Engineers, and Architects that would have to develop a specific method of survival before the ‘Horror’ of a Nuclear Attack.  Almost everyone agreed, that any Surviving Human Beings would need to exist underground or underwater for long periods of time after the bombs fell. To ‘wait out’ the radiation levels to become “Humanly Safe” would take a life-time or longer.  Survival was the only name of the game at that point.


	With certain Humans (of the 1950’s), the Only Course of Maintaining their Security, their Way of Life, was to Create Nuclear Weapons.  The Escalation of Weapons Manufacturing, during the middle of the 20th Century, was making certain that each Nation was taking steps to end Mankind’s future. The “Super Powers” were realizing that the Continued Building of Nuclear Weapons can have only one final result…


	 … “Global Annihilation of Mankind and a Scorched Earth… Where no one wins and all shall loose!”  They were forced to look at the reality that “no Nation could benefit from a Nuclear Battle…” and the Super Powers agreed to reduce their respective Nuclear Arsenals. And as the Fanatics of lesser educated Communities found ways of creating their own form of Terror with the “Dirty Bomb” and “Martyrdom”, The World realized that it wouldn’t be a Safe, Beautiful place any longer. We were “lucky” some people evolved into enlightened, caring, and selfless community leaders. 


	        With the 1980’s ending of that terrible era, the “Super Powers” dismantled several dozen Nuclear Weapons.  But, that did not remove the threat of annihilation on a Global Scale.  The “Super Powers” were no longer the only ‘major’ threat, but, the more recent threat was coming from the ‘fanatic, cult driven or mentally unstable” individuals or groups.  It wouldn’t be a recognized Organization, but Terrorist groups that would unleashed a “dirty bomb” in some popular Suburban Community or a Major US City.  There would be no warning, no announcement, no political objective, and no declaration of war…just a group of people angry at a Greedy World they lived in. What can anyone do to protect themselves from that kind of mentality?  Where could anyone survive? 


	        The most Scientific and logical place for survival, would be under water.  Water provides a “Natural” Barrier to Radiation Exposure. It is also a ‘secure’ environment. But, the questions remain…How? Where? And What Materials could they use?


	         Scientists and Engineers in the late 20th century found a design and material that could make it all possible.  This group successfully built the first Underwater Rescue Response Station (URRS#1) at Blake Plateau. Called “The Ridge”(nicknamed after the Atlantic Ocean plateau where it was built), it was the largest underwater construction project ever undertaken by mankind. This would be Mankind’s greatest hope for survival- “Survival is still the name of the game.”


	 


	 


	 




	

	 


	Chapter 1


	The Vacation from the city
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	      Thursday, July 3rd, 2076 at 7:45 am EST… Just another normal summer day in Chicago. 


	      The traffic was crowding the streets with the horns blaring and motors racing. Somewhere a siren screams a warning of an emergency vehicle moving through the gridlock. The noise at street level was at its usual ear splitting level. A truck backfires or a gunshot, most city people could not tell the difference.  There were hundreds of people hurrying to get to wherever they were heading. The sunshine made the day feel promising as it shone through the windows.  The summer breeze gently moved the window blinds as it carried the din from the activity below. The aroma of Ham, Eggs, Coffee, and Toast was drifting from the food synthesizer in the kitchen. The family was hurrying to get the day started.


	       It was just before the July 4th Celebration of the United States of America. The Nation was getting ready for their 300th Anniversary of  Independence. There was so much activity in the Capitol city that you could not tell the economy was in danger of complete failure. 


	      The Video Networks were monitoring the conflict at the Stock Exchange in New York.  The stock market was at a “Historical Low” and still dropping.  One of the news reporters said it was the worst he had ever seen or heard of.  The World Report Network stated just the same… every Nation was seeing a rapid decline in stock values.  A new form of economy was being created within the Business World.  Corporate greed was becoming a thing of the past. Business owners started looking to the employees for answers on how to keep their doors open.


	      There were six Major Corporations that did not seem to be affected by the sudden drop in stocks. The ACME Corporation, the Discovery Corporation/ Deepwater Drilling Incorporated (DDC), Medico Corporation, Air Container Systems, and Service Systems Incorporated were the few that were unaffected.  In fact, they were putting people to work.  It was these companies that combined saved so many people from being out of work. The ideology of these companies was to hire people to work on the “credit-barter” system.   Everyone that worked for the Company could use their I.D. Badges to purchase on unlimited credit from the company stores.  The companies never required re-payment from the employee. Just return the reusable items when they were not needed any longer.  If the employee did not need the item or it was damaged, the Company Store would trade it off for something the employee did need.  


	The list of companies joining the (DDC) Deepwater Discovery Corporation was growing each day… stocks for other companies were plummeting into the dust. The mergers allowed companies to remain in business. DDC was buying the businesses and the products for their people. 


	        The DDC had been working on the Undersea Domed Communities (UDC) for 20 years through 3 different contractors.  They had finally completed 2 of their “Mega-cities” and were looking for families to “Test-colonize” the undersea world. Notikia URRS was the first and Sandy BTMS was the second of the new UDCs.


	        The DDC was giving away “free vacations” as part of a promotion to introduce the world to an Undersea Living Community (ULC).  Properties in this community were free to the worker that signed-up for the ULC Transfer now with the economy falling apart… There were 150 free properties that are being given away to 150 lucky families interested. Starting a new life in a new world requires a certain type of person… 25yr old Guy Hardestein and his family were one of those 150 lucky families.


	        The family had won a trip from the DDC-ULC Corporate Promotional Entry. They filled out the form at one of the many Kiosks in the DDC Mall at Capitol City.  A week later they received a video-gram that they had won!


	        So today they were packing to leave for the coast. Most of the bags were packed, Guy and his wife Linda sat down to breakfast with the children. The news reporter was talking in the background as the family enjoyed the meal.  They chatted about the variety of things to do on vacation that the video talked about.  Mom asked if “anyone wanted more eggs?” She was headed for the kitchen when the news reporter, on the monitor, caught her attention.


	        “We interrupt this broadcast, to bring you this breaking story…”  the Reporter announced, “live in Tokyo, Japan is our correspondent Marsh Levine…”  The screen blinked for a moment then another reporter was on the screen standing in front of a large office building. 


	        “The Nikkei Index, here at the Stock Market Exchange in Tokyo, Japan has just closed at an ALL TIME/ Historic LOW…!”  the reporter on the screen announced with a British accent,  “The mood here is very somber as the traders and staff are leaving the building… One Senior staff member said to this reporter that the entire economy of the world was in despair…” “Our cameras caught the activity on the floor of the exchange as the traders watched the fall of the index… The value of the worlds’ money markets had dropped to the point that there was no value given to any currency…” Marsh continued saying, “Around the globe, we are getting reports of large scale looting and civil unrest in the Nations of the world.”  


	Guy had gotten up from the table and joined his wife in the doorway.  They looked at each other and the children still seated at the table chatting.  “What does that mean?” his wife asked. Guy looked rather ill suddenly.  He said slowly and quietly, “I am not sure, but I think the Governments are about to collapse.”


	The News Anchor was flashing another “Breaking Story” message…


	   “The United Nations has called a special session of the General Assembly…” the Anchor stated, “we’ll go live to New York to the UN for the latest information…”  


	      “This is Phil Headrom, inside the United Nations press room… This morning the Secretary General called a special Assembly of the UN Delegates to discuss the decline in the world economy… Sources had told World Report, that the trend is a Global threat to Citizens and Governments across the Globe… The “Barter Corporations” have been buying Companies and Businesses worldwide to gain control of the World Markets… The decline in the unemployment rate has been largely due to these Mega-Corporations.”  The UN reporter continued, “With the recent falling values of stocks and bonds in the International markets, the USA, Japan, and European Stocks crashed into the cellar of low’s… driving the prices of household goods beyond the reach of most citizens. We will keep you informed as to the outcome of this Emergency Session of the UN General Assembly… back to you in the studio…”
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