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  ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIAN NIGHTMARE




  “I do not recognize your authority to try me” is Dov Gruner’s last statement on April 19, 1947 before being dragged to the gallows by the British Authorities. This court has no legal foundation, since it is appointed by a regime without legal foundation. You came to Palestine because of the commitment you undertook at the behest of all the nations of the world to rectify the greatest wrong caused to any nation in the history of mankind, namely the expulsion of Israel from their land, which transformed them into victims of persecution and incessant slaughter throughout the world. It is this commitment - and this commitment alone - which constituted the legal and moral basis for your presence in this country. But you betrayed it willfully, brutally and with satanic cunning. You turned your commitment into a mere scrap of paper...




  When the prevailing government in any country is not legal, when it becomes a regime of oppression and tyranny, it is the right of its citizens - more than that, it is their duty - to fight this regime and to topple it. This is what Jewish youth are doing and will continue to do until you quit this land, and hand it over to its rightful owners: the Jewish people. For you should know this: there is no power in the world which can sever the tie between the Jewish people and their one and only land. Whosoever tries to sever it – his hand will be cut off and the curse of God will rest on him forever.”
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  Dov Gruner HY”D




  On April 19, 1947, the British Mandatory Authorities in Palestine sentenced Dov Gruner to death. He is executed for his role in the pre-state Jewish underground.




  HaShem Yimkom Damo.




  “The truth is incontrovertible,




  malice may attack it,




  ignorance may deride it,




  but in the end;




  there it is.”




  Winston Churchill




  PREFACE




  What is the Arab-Israeli conflict? Most people would assume it has to do with the struggle of the Palestinian people. This however, may not explain the violent unrests that occurred before the world heard of a people called Palestinian. Then maybe it has to do with the occupation of lands taken during the 1967 war; lands referred to as the West Bank. But that does not explain the two wars that occurred prior to that event. Yet, it is the images of Palestinian children being “oppressed” by Israeli soldiers that represent the most clear mental picture for the words ‘Arab-Israeli conflict’. So maybe it has to do with Jewish people, mainly Jews from Russia and Eastern Europe, who arrived in the land of Palestine shortly after WWII and took over a land that did not belong to them. Today Israelis, mostly sons and daughters of these immigrants, are currently ‘occupying’ the land of the Palestinian people. The world has seen thousands of reports of abuse and violence against these ‘native’ Arabs who have been stripped from their homes and their land, and are subjected to daily hardship and humiliation, results of this unfair occupation.




  This sounds like a logical explanation, right? Wrong. Not even close.




  There isn’t a single Israeli politician that does not support the unsound proposal of two-states for two peoples. There isn’t a single leader that does not offer unilateral concessions in order to appease the world powers and attempt to reach some kind of agreement with an entity that has not and will never recognize its right to exist. To them, Israel is ‘Palestine,’ and the Arab world will continue its struggle against the “Zionist” occupation of a land they claim is “theirs”. Jews will continue to timidly defend themselves under the watchful eye of world powers who more than ever support the plight of the Palestinian people. A nuclear Iran, the downfall of America, the collapse of Europe can all become cataclysmic factors that can seal the fate of a people who are too weak and too frightened to lay claim to what is rightfully theirs.




  “When all is said and done and all the causes are separated from the effects, it becomes clear that the ultimate sin of the people who rule the State of Israel is that they have done everything to remove the significance, the magnificence and the sweetness of victory from the great miracle of Return and resurrection of the Jewish state.




  What they have done and do daily is to turn the miraculous into the ordinary, the hallowed into the profane and the truth of the matter is that, because of this all the miracles and wonders that have occurred to us in the nature of rebirth of the Land have come about, not so much because of the ruling circles, but despite them.




  People that have been the most debased of losers for 2,000 years find it difficult to cope with victory. It finds it extraordinary difficult to remain normal. It inherits insecurities, complexes, guilt. It begins to believe its enemies' slanders. It loses its self-respect and longs for the love of a hating world. There is nothing ethical about dying or anything moral about another holocaust. There is nothing immoral about winning and nothing necessarily noble in a loser. Let us cast off the chains of guilt and reject the accusations of its bearers. The greatness of Judaism is its spirit, but no spirit can survive without a living body.”




  Before you complete the reading of this book, you will be able to put a name to the quote above. You will also be able to answer to those that accuse you of usurpation. You will understand what Zionism is, what Palestine really means, and why you will never be allowed to speak the truth with ease of mind and spirit, and without putting your life in mortal danger.




  Your quest for the truth, begins now.




  “In every generation, there are always a few who understand; Always understand... even if you remain among the few.”




  RABBI MEIR KAHANE




  INTRODUCTION




  Five hundred million Arabs; five million Jews.




  Think of all the Arab countries as a football field,




  and Israel as a pack of matches sitting in the middle of it.




  Larry Miller




  As of 2013 the population of the Middle East is composed of 6 million Jews who live in Israel and 366 million Arabs (mostly Muslim) who live in the surrounding countries including 2 million within Israel’s borders. There are 56 countries that have a Muslim majority, dozens that have a Christian majority and even four nations that have a Hindu majority; there is however, only one country where there is a Jewish majority and although Israel is no larger than the Sate of New Jersey, it seems that one country is apparently one country too many for the world to bear. This rejection of a Jewish state is the at the center of the most intensely monitored conflict in the world. Many believe that this volatility could spark the next world war.




  Volatility however, is more of a serious and common phenomenon among the Muslim nations that surround Israel, rather than in Israel itself.




  The Center for Systemic Peace published in its 2011 Global Report a detailed assessment of "state fragility" for each of the world's 165 major countries with populations greater than 500,000. Their rating system accounts for effectiveness and legitimacy indicators for security, governance, economic, and social dimensions of state performance.
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  It is very difficult to ignore that all countries marked as Extreme, High and Serious are Islamic nations with the exceptions of India, where Muslims account for 14% of their population and Israel, where Muslims account for 17% of their population. Half of the world’s countries labeled as having a Moderate state of fragility are Muslim nations, while 20% of the remaining countries in this category have significant Islamic populations as well.




  Volatility is just one factor that sets the Islamic world apart. Their constant state of conflict and readiness to adopt armed struggle in order to further their political and religious goals has wound up the world to a state of tension not experienced since the rise of the Third Reich. More than half of the current conflicts around the world today involve Islamic factions. Whether it is the violent conflict of Muslims versus Slavs in Bosnia, Albania, Kosovo; or Muslims versus secularists and Christians in countries such as Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cyprus, Algeria, Sudan, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia.




  Moreover, there’s the ongoing war in Iraq and Afghanistan were many times Muslims have attacked Kurds and Christians in addition to allied forces. In other countries were non-Christians are practically non-existent, there is ongoing violence between Muslim sects (e.g., Sunnis, Shiites, and Alawites).




  In Asia Muslim groups have targeted Christians, Hindus and Jews; and have also been known to attack secularists even if they are Muslims themselves (e.g., Pakistan, India, China, Chechnya, Philippines, Indonesia and Uzbekistan).




  Undoubtedly, the most intensely scrutinized conflict today, is the one involving Israel. Internally Muslim sects are constantly at odds with each other and heinous acts of violence are reported when Hamas and Fatah leaders compete for power. Inside of Israel proper, Christians are persecuted and often harassed by Muslims in cities that for years were known to be mostly Christian such as Bethlehem and Nazareth. Of course, it is the hatred of the Jews and the Jewish state that generates the most widespread violence. However, as you read this book you will understand that those that spouse hatred and violence are only a fraction of the total population, lead by a vocal and powerful minority, that if we were to remove them from power, the consequence would probably be a joint effort for mutual prosperity. This, however, has proven to be an unrealistic goal.




  The biggest threat to world stability today is Iran and their desperate race to complete their military nuclear program. The outgoing president of the Islamic republic, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, vouched to “wipe Israel off the map”, something his colleague and new Iranian leader Hassan Rohani supports wholeheartedly. This does not answer the question of what exactly is the Arab-Israeli conflict? What is it about? Who is to blame? And how will it ever be resolved? These are basic questions that touch upon the most important political arena the world has known since the end of the Second World War. There must be a reason that the ‘atrocities’ that are occurring or are alleged to be occurring in Israel are not overshadowed by the myriads of killings of innocents in Syria, Somalia, Rwanda, Sudan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Yemen and Iraq among others. What makes this particular conflict so exceptional?




  Unlike other conflicts, and contrary to popular belief, the Arab-Israeli conflict is not about land, occupation, political discord, or a dispute over the historical legitimacy and ownership of a tiny corner of real estate in the Middle East. Especially a land that historically was best described as a sea of sand and rocks, and until recently had no known natural resources  1 . This particular conflict is rooted in a much more comprehensive issue. Israel today is at the front line of a war between the civilized world and an Islamic all-encompassing system of life that is at odds with the values of Western civilization. It is a battle between Islam and the rest of the world; between Ishmael and Isaac and everything they represent. A battle between Islamists stuck in time, caught up in a web of violence and fanaticism, and Jews, leading the world in cutting-edge technology and development while preserving their unbreakable bond to ancient yet universally accepted standards of morality.




  Judaism and Islam both repudiate idolatry, yet one invalidates the other. Land is a pretext. Occupation, refugee camps, displaced masses, it is all but an elaborate smoke screen. Without trivializing the suffering of those caught in this evil web, the truth is, land is the least of the underlying factors that fuels this unending war; it is however, the best excuse and the preferred tool to exert pressure and foment hatred against the Jewish people. This hatred is hardly new. It dates much farther back than 1948 when the Jewish State was reborn. The hatred of the Jews is the hatred of the messenger and the rejection of the message.




  Arabs who reside within Israel claim they have nowhere else to go, and Jews cannot bear to throw them out. Violence breaks out and the conflict continues. And this conflict undoubtedly is the most intensely watched, scrutinized, involved and complex battle scene on planet earth.




  The question is, how did this conflict come about? And why are there any doubts about the legitimate ownership of the land of Israel? There are several answers to this thorny question; but ultimately it boils down to accepting one of two main points of view, either the Jewish point of view or the Muslim assertion of reality. It is imperative to understand however, that not every Jew subscribes to the Jewish point of view, and not every Muslim agrees with the Islamic take on the issues. And then, there’s the rest of humanity, some split between the two, but with an overwhelming majority abstaining from issuing an educated opinion. After all, who are we kidding? We live in an ever increasingly impervious, egotistic and parsimonious world.




  Israel’s conflict with its Muslim counterpart is only secondary to its internal fiery affairs. It is my contention that Israel’s worst enemies, those who hurt her the most, are by far the ‘unJews’ - Jews by birth who suffer from self-loathing and are known for their perceived need to bend over backwards seeking incessantly for the world’s approval. They express loudly and sometimes violently their contempt against Israel and its inherent Jewish identity. The reason for this pathological behavior is complex. Their behavior seems to be driven by self-hatred and possibly has more to do with their rejection of God and traditional Judaism than their ‘passionate quest for justice’ and the unconditional support of the Palestinian cause.




  It is important to note that not all Arabs agree with the Muslim assertion that Israel has no right to exist. Many Arabs are Christians, and most certainly do not accept the Islamists’ point of view. Many of the people incorrectly branded as Arabs, are actually Druze and Kurds, and most would also disagree with the anti-Israel stand held by the majority of the Muslim populace of the world. Furthermore, some Israeli-Arabs, even Muslims by faith, see themselves as regular Israeli citizens, and do not identify with the Palestinian people or their contentions.




  To better understand what the Arab-Israeli conflict is all about we need to define the terms, define the players and look at the Middle East having a clear historical viewpoint. Watching CNN or the BBC will certainly not provide any intelligent human being with an objective picture of the real issues that have been inflaming this seemingly endless conflict. Mainstream media is today synonymous of political propaganda and is subject to continuous manipulation.




  What most people think to know about the Arab-Israeli conflict can be surmised as I stated in the preface of this book: The Jewish people, mainly Jews from Russia and Eastern Europe, arrived in the land of Palestine shortly after WWII and took over a land that did not belong to them. Today Israelis, mostly sons and daughters of these immigrants, are currently ‘occupying’ the land of the Palestinian people. Nothing can be farther from the truth.




  The reality is far more complicated than what we are being told on a regular basis by the world media, the political manipulators, and the majority of the world’s academic and pseudo-academic circles. Joseph Goebbles  2 once said "If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it.” Goebles’ motivation was his deep-seated hatred of the Jewish people, and there is a chilling relation between today’s accusers and those who mastered the art of propaganda and mass brainwashing. To acquire a clear understanding we must look at historical data, while keeping in mind, that new facts were also created as a result of wars, expulsions, population transfers, mass deportations, and responses to violence and terrorism.




  For centuries, the land of Israel (Palestine) was mostly barren land temporarily occupied or ruled by an assortment of foreign empires that ruled over a very small number of people. Many came and left, and not once did any establish a country, a permanent stronghold, or a viable state. The Bedouin Arabs, the Jews and the small number of Christians that made Israel their home, were poor, desolate and most survived thanks to foreign charitable contributions, mainly from Jews in the diaspora. Massive expulsions of Jews, and the genocide known as the Holocaust, caused a considerable number of refugees to come to Israel and build a country in the desert and swamplands, in the land the Romans once renamed Palestine.




  Shortly before the State of Israel was reborn in 1948, people referred to as Palestinian were Jews, Christians and Arabs that lived in what today constitutes Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian territories, and were unwillingly ruled by the British. Prior to that, residents of this barren land lived under the rule of the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) and prior to that, Palestine is a term that represented this same desolate land where the Biblical kingdoms of Israel and Judea once existed.




  There is a writer that uses the pen name of Yashiko Sagamori. She wrote a piece back in 2002 that created quite a stir in the academic world. She asked a series of questions that were seemingly impossible to answer as her response to a pseudo-academic that ranted in favor of the Palestinian cause. Here is Sagamori in her own words:




  "If you are so sure that Palestine the country, goes back through most of recorded history, I expect you to be able to answer a few basic questions about that country of Palestine:




  When is it founded and by whom? What were its borders? What is its capital? What were its major cities? What constituted the basis of its economy? What is its form of government? Can you name at least one Palestinian leader before Arafat? Is Palestine ever recognized by a country whose existence, at that time or now, leaves no room for interpretation?




  What is the language of the country of Palestine? What is the prevalent religion of the country of Palestine? What is the name of its currency? Choose any date in history and tell what is the approximate exchange rate of the Palestinian monetary unit against the US dollar, German mark, GB pound, Japanese yen, or Chinese yuan on that date.




  And, finally, since there is no such country today, what caused its demise and when did it occur?




  You are lamenting the "low sinking" of a "once proud" nation. Please tell me, when exactly is that "nation" proud and what is it so proud of?




  And here is the least sarcastic question of all: If the people you mistakenly call "Palestinians" are anything but generic Arabs collected from all over -- or thrown out of -- the Arab world, if they really have a genuine ethnic identity that gives them right for self-determination, why did they never try to become independent until Arabs suffered their devastating defeat in the Six Day War (1967)?




  I hope you avoid the temptation to trace the modern day "Palestinians" to the Biblical Philistines: substituting etymology for history won’t work here. The truth should be obvious to everyone who wants to know it. Arab countries have never abandoned the dream of destroying Israel; they still cherish it today. Having time and again failed to achieve their evil goal with military means, they decided to fight Israel by proxy. For that purpose, they created a terrorist organization, cynically called it "the Palestinian people" and installed it in Gaza, Judea, and Samaria. How else can you explain the refusal by Jordan and Egypt to unconditionally accept back the ‘West Bank’ and Gaza, respectively?




  The fact is, Arabs populating Gaza, Judea, and Samaria have much less claim to nationhood than that Indian tribe that successfully emerged in Connecticut with the purpose of starting a tax-exempt casino: at least that tribe had a constructive goal that motivated them. The so-called ‘Palestinians’ have only one motivation: the destruction of Israel, and in my book that is not sufficient to consider them a nation - or anything else except what they really are: a terrorist organization that will one day be dismantled. In fact, there is only one way to achieve peace in the Middle East. Arab countries must acknowledge and accept their defeat in their war against Israel and, as the losing side should, pay Israel reparations for the more than 50 years of devastation they have visited on it. The most appropriate form of such reparations would be the removal of their terrorist organization from the land of Israel and accepting Israel’s ancient sovereignty over Gaza, Judea, and Samaria. That will mark the end of the Palestinian people. What are you saying again is its beginning?"




  In this book I will attempt to explain Sagamori’s position and hopefully answer some of the questions she poses above. However, in order to understand the issues at hand we'll have to look at the history of the creation of Israel, the current disputes, the internal struggle, the war between Jews and unJews 3 , the dilemmas of the Arab people, the desires and goals of our Arab neighbors, and the political and religious consequences of accepting a Jewish State in the middle of the Muslim world.




  Due to the unexpected and surprising military victories of the tiny State of Israel, many Arab nations now claim that it is not the total annihilation of the state of Israel they are after, but rather, their goal is to liberate the lands Israel occupied in the aftermath of the Six Day War of 1967.




  Officially, the terms ‘occupation’ and ‘settlements’ have since become the buzzwords by which to denote, to decry and defame Israel’s control of the territories across the 1967 armistices lines; ignoring the fact that before their attack on Israel, on March 8th 1965, the Muslim world had one goal and one goal only: the complete and total annihilation of the Jewish State. Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser proclaimed: "We shall not enter Palestine with its soil covered in sand. We shall enter it with its soil saturated in blood." May 16, 1967, " The existence of Israel has continued too long. We welcome the Israeli aggression. We welcome the battle we have long awaited. The peak hour has come. The battle has come in which we shall destroy Israel ." - Cairo Radio. A day later, on May 17, “ All Egypt is now prepared to plunge into total war which will put an end to Israel ” - Cairo Radio. On May 20, 1967, General Hafez al-Assad, Syria’s Minister of Defense, and later President, boasted: "Our forces are now entirely ready.... to initiate the act of liberation itself and to explode the Zionist presence in the Arab homeland ...the time has come to enter a battle of annihilation." On May 27, Nasser declared: "Our basic objective will be the destruction of Israel. The Arab people want to fight." And four days before the outbreak of war, on June 1, 1967, Iraqi President Abdul Rahman Ali (later killed by Saddam Hussein) threatened: "The existence of Israel is an error which must be rectified. This is our opportunity to wipe out the ignominy that has been with us since 1948. Our goal is clear - to wipe Israel off the map." On May 28th , Gamel Nasser at a press conference declared, “The existence of Israel is in itself an aggression…” and President Aref of Iraq added “The existence of Israel is an error which must be rectified. This is our opportunity to wipe out the ignominy which has been with us since 1948. Our goal is clear - to wipe Israel off the map.”




  Keep in mind that creation of a Palestinian state was definitely not their aim! And it hasn’t been since. Therefore, it is not Israeli aggression but the series of unprovoked Arab attacks that lead to the events which precipitated Israel’s takeover of territories across the 1967 frontiers -an act of clear legitimate anticipatory preemption and self defense against that aggression. Clearly the main Arab contention against Israel has nothing to do with land, one specific border or another, or even the ‘right’ of the conjured Palestinian people to establish an independent country -a twenty-third Arab state. It is the mere existence of Israel that has been and currently is being rejected by the majority of the Muslim world.




  In order to understand were this hatred came from, we must take a step back and look at some historical facts that will clarify much of what we have just read.




  "I am a Palestinian, but don’t like the name.




  Palestine is a name the Romans gave Eretz Yisrael




  with the express purpose of infuriating defeated Jews"




  GOLDA MEIR




  Prime Minister of Israel, (1969~1974)
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  1 Recent discoveries of enormous natural gas reserves were found off the coast of Haifa within the last five years.
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