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Title: Italian Polka
Composer: Sergej Vasil'evi¢ Rachmaninoft
Dates of the Composer's Life:

« Birth: Sergej Rachmaninoff was born on April 1, 1873, in Semyonovo, a small village
near Novgorod, Russia. His family had a long musical tradition, and from a young age,
Rachmaninoff demonstrated remarkable musical talent.

« Death: Rachmaninoff passed away on March 28, 1943, in Beverly Hills, California,
United States. His life spanned several phases, including his early years in Russia, the
period of exile during the Russian Revolution, and international success as a composer
and pianist in the United States.

Biography: Sergej Rachmaninoft was one of the greatest Russian composers and pianists of
the 20th century. His musical career began at a very young age, with his first compositions
written when he was just 10 years old. In 1892, he graduated from the Moscow
Conservatory, where he studied composition and piano.

Rachmaninoft's "Italian Polka" is a short and lively piece composed in 1906. This piece
stands out in the repertoire of the Russian composer, known for his more dramatic and
intense piano and orchestral works. The "Italian Polka" is light, joyful, and infectious in its
rhythm, with a touch of humor. It is often described as a musical expression of
Rachmaninoff's interest in Italian folk music.

During the Russian Revolution and the subsequent Civil War, Rachmaninoff left Russia and
temporarily settled in various European countries before relocating to the United States in
1918. Here, he continued his musical career as both a composer and a pianist, performing
worldwide.

Legacy: Sergej Rachmaninoff's music continues to be admired and performed worldwide.
His ability to compose moving melodies and his extraordinary piano technique have made
him a prominent figure in the history of classical music. The "Italian Polka" is just one of the
many fascinating works in his extensive repertoire. This piece showcases his compositional
versatility as it stands out for its lightness and humorous touch, contrasting with many of his
more famous compositions.
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Italian Polka

Full Score Ofor Saxop hone Quartet) S.Rachmaninoff
arranged by F. Leone
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