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ENDORSEMENTS

	Abraham’s Sandals of Faith, by Crystal G.H. Lowery, is more than a book – it’s like embarking on a journey with Abraham himself. The patriarch’s life of faith and walk with God will challenge, convict and inspire you to believe God, according to His Word, against all odds! 

	-- Daniel Kolenda, President, Christ for All Nations

	 

	This is a profoundly rich and powerful book, encapsulating a message that will ignite within you the supernatural faith of Jesus. You will find as you journey through the pages, a fresh capacity to believe beginning to rise within your heart, sufficient to overcome any ‘impossibility’ you face. You will see with fresh eyes; inspired, empowered and knowing how to enter into this wonderful way of life.

	-- Liz Wright, Founder Liz Wright Ministries; Podcast host of Live Your Best Life with Liz Wright; and international best-selling author of the book, Reflecting God; www.LizWright.org 

	 

	The walk of faith is not always an easy journey. It’s filled with risk, obstacles that need to be overcome and fears that must be faced along the way. In her book, Abraham’s Sandals of Faith, Crystal Lowery shares the astounding journey of Abraham, the father of faith and gives deep insight into how to experience the abundant life of overcoming faith. You will learn how to see impossibilities becoming possible and experience breakthrough in every area of your life. No matter how impossible the vision or promise of God to your heart, you can see if fully manifest, just as Abraham did. I encourage you to read and receive the supernatural faith that will be imparted to you through this wonderful book. 

	-- Matt Sorger, Prophetic Healing Minister; author of the book, God’s Unstoppable Breakthrough; www.MattSorger.com
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FOREWORD

	When I started reading this book, I was struck by this one simple theme: Trust is a big deal to God. The Jews know that because one of their repentance prayers during Rosh Hashanah is “forgive us for breach of trust.” Breach means “broken” or “failure” and it’s a serious offense. 

	As you walk through the pages of “Abraham’s Sandals,” you need to know Proverbs 3 and you need to meditate and pray about it. You need to have encounters with God and visit with Him through every single line, especially this one.

	 “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.”  – Proverbs 3:5

	This verse is crazy because this isn’t how the world lives. You and I are called to live by faith, not according to our understanding. Your understanding is a result of your history. Trusting is knowing that what God Almighty is doing within your heart is considered your destiny.

	Consider Abraham, a rock star of faith. He did not lean on his own understanding even though his body and Sarah, his wife, were well past the years of childbearing. But God promised Abraham a son through whom all the nations for the world would be blessed. For that, Abraham needed a lot of trust.

	“He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthen in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.” – Romans 4:20-21 

	God has a destiny for each one of us. We need to find it and walk it out because legacy is the upgrade of destiny. King Jesus wants you to find your destiny so the legacy you leave will not be greatly diminished. 

	It’s not about you. It’s about how you glorify the Lord. You’re supposed to be a fountain, right? You’re supposed to be a well springing up. It’s all about how you splash the Kingdom onto everything else.  

	We will all leave a legacy and hopefully one built of faith. A trust in God and in His word that says, “I know Him.” A faith like Abraham’s that glorifies God with all our heart. Faith that trusts in the goodness of God above everything else – a faith that has encountered God. That’s rockstar faith and let me tell you, Abraham was a faith junkie.

	The Price of Your Future

	Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family, and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” – Genesis 12:1-4

	Abram lost everything because of his love for God. When God Almighty spoke to Abram left it all. He walked away from his family, his inheritance—everything—and he wandered a wilderness chasing after a God he didn’t know, but couldn’t ignore.

	All Abram knew was he was in love with the heart that was behind the voice that promised he would be a blessing to the nations. When God Almighty showed up to Him in Genesis 17, one of the first things He said was that He was going to give him a name. That God did when he changed Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (father of a multitude). Mind you, he did this decades before Abraham had even one child!

	“I make this covenant with you: I promise that you will be the ancestor of many nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham, because I am making you the ancestor of many nations.” – Genesis 17: 4-6

	Still to this day, when we say the name Abraham, we automatically put the title “father” in front of it. Admit it, you do! That name “Father of a multitude” defined him. It’s the same with you and me. When God gives you a name, it defines you. It becomes your identity and it leads to toward destination or, as Jeremiah 29:11 says in the King James, “an expected end.”

	Can you pay a great big price for something that is not even mapped out yet? For something you haven’t seen, and maybe can’t even explain or define? Can you sell out for something simply because you do not have the option to remain where you are? If you are going to follow Jesus, that’s exactly what you will have to do. Abraham did.

	The Bible tells us Abraham was 75 years old when he left the only home he’d ever known for a land and a destiny he really couldn’t even wrap his mind around. He just knew he couldn’t stay where he was. He trusted that God was good and had something better for him in that unknown.

	Because Abraham was obedient and went after God’s promise of a future for him and his descendants, who weren’t even born yet and, let’s face it, were a long shot as his wife, Sarah, couldn’t have children, he was blessed. 

	Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. – Genesis 12:7

	All of heaven is ready to applaud your rare courage and your amazing vision for bigger and better when you go after your upgrade just like Abraham did. You have one, you know. God didn’t forget to give you a great big destiny. You just have to look for it, like an Easter egg that your loving Daddy hides in plain sight for you to find. 

	Let Him delight in your search for your life’s purpose when you let heaven invade earth through service. Your destiny is the place where His will can be done in and through you.

	And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God; to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. – Romans 8:28-30

	Through the example of Abraham and his faith journey in the pages you are about to dive into, know that your upgrade is out there. Today is a good day to be like Abraham. Sell out to the unknown of Jesus. Your Kingdom purpose is calling and it’s time to go after it. Prophetically put on Abraham’s sandals and faithfully follow your feet to that place where all nations will be blessed by your presence on this planet. 

	– Troy Brewer

	Senior Pastor, OpenDoor Church, Burleson, Texas

	Bestselling Author of “Redeeming Your Timeline,” “Numbers that Preach” and “Looking Up”

	 

	 


INTRODUCTION

	I have been captivated by the study of faith since I was a teenager. Even then, my favorite chapter in the Bible was Hebrews 11. I used to read that chapter over and over, thinking about the greats who are commemorated for their valiant exploits of faith. It is with little coincidence that Abraham is one of my favorite people of all time in the Bible.

	We sometimes get caught up in the heroism of Abraham’s faith and fact can blur into legend, creating a bigger than life hero. The truly remarkable thing about Abraham is that he was a man, flesh and bones just like us, who used his faith to accomplish great things. He came from one of the worst places and by faith, walked toward the promised land of his destiny. He walked just as you and I walk. But, at a certain point in his life, he exchanged shoes of mediocrity and doubt for sandals of faith. God told Abram to “Leave it all behind” and Abram set off on the road to his destiny with the promise of God and faith that promised to take him step by step.

	Abraham’s faith journey is beautiful and rugged, full of promise and faith, but full of obstacles that he must overcome. This is life as we know it. Jeremiah 29:11 tells us that God knows the plans He has for us, plans for a hope and a future. Just as God has plans and a destiny for us all, He sure did for Abraham. God led Abraham from the vulgar stench of wickedness to the aroma of an impossible promise.

	God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). What he did for Abraham, he will do for each of us. Abraham believed every word of God, trusted Him, learned lessons in the process, but ultimately pulled in the promise into his reality. Enjoy the deep dive as this book will take you on a journey in Abraham’s Sandals of Faith!



	



	 

	PART 1

	 


CHAPTER 1

	Abraham the Prophet

	Abraham has a plethora of titles. He is a man that is simple, yet deeply complex. Abraham at first thought is known as Father Abraham, the Father of our Faith, the Patriarch. We commonly refer to Abraham’s God as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and in this way, he is the first in the successive generations of his descendants. However, we don’t generally think of Abraham as a prophet. But Abraham was most certainly a prophet.

	In fact, Abraham is the first person mentioned in the Bible as a prophet. Although others who lived before him may have acted as a prophet or engaged in prophetic acts, they were never specifically referred to as a prophet.

	Understanding Abraham’s role and characteristics as a prophet will help us grow in our ability to learn from him and take away truths and keys that will cause us to succeed.

	At a certain point in Abraham’s faith journey, Abraham and Sarah journeyed to Gerar. There, Abraham instructed Sarah to tell King Abimelech and the people that she was his sister and not his wife. Sarah, even though she was very old herself, was very beautiful and youthful. She was about 89  years old. King Abimelech took Sarah into his harem. It would have been very possible for King Abimelech to take Sarah as his wife.

	King Abimelech had a dream where God instructed him to give Sarah back to Abraham because she was his wife. Even though Abimelech’s heart was pure in this matter and he had not known she was Abraham’s wife, he still was in possession of Sarah. For this even unknown error, even though Abimelech’s hands were clean, and his conscience was clear, he and his household and people would suffer. A curse was upon the people causing them to be infertile and barren. God indicated very sternly in the dream that if Abimelech did not return Sarah to Abraham, he would surely die.

	The mercy of God was at work for the benefit of Abraham. God told Abimelech that He had not allowed Abimelech to touch Sarah and had kept him from sinning.

	What happens next is critical to understand. God now tells Abimelech, “Now return the man’s wife, and because he is a prophet, he will intercede on your behalf that you may live. But if you don’t give her back – you will certainly die, you and your entire household” (Genesis 20:7 TPT).

	Methods of Receiving Revelation as a Prophet

	This is the first time that the word prophet is written in the Bible. The Hebrew word here is navi’. The meaning of this word means “to bubble up.” For many prophets, this is how they receive revelation from the Holy Spirit. It bubbles up in their spirit through the leading of the Holy Spirit. The Hebrew word navi’ is the most common word for prophet. This can also reference “one who received a divine call.” It can also be translated “to declare or one who declares.” In some other Semitic languages, the root of this word for prophet means “to call or to proclaim”. A similar word in Arabic means “pipe or conduit.”1

	One of the ways that prophets receive revelation from the Lord is that it will bubble up in their spirit and then they can communicate the message to its intended audience. In this way, the prophet is acting as a conduit. They aren’t the words of the prophet, but the prophet is speaking the Word of the Lord and is being used as a mouthpiece.

	While a prophet is primarily receiving revelation through this bubbling up kind of hearing and then proceeds to speak, there is a sub-species of prophet called a seer. A seer is a seer, that a visual kind of receiver. There are other Hebrew words that describe a seer. I will not go into the depth of that discussion here. My focus here is to look at the meaning of the Hebrew word navi’ since it is the word used to refer to Abraham as a prophet. I want to examine how Abraham received revelation and how he communicated that revelation. It is important to note that not all prophets are seers, but all seers are prophets. In this vein, I believe that Abraham is a seer prophet.

	As I have studied the life of Abraham, in my way of organizing information, I have grouped the encounters that Abraham had with God into ten major encounters. Some of them last longer and have subparts. There are also encounters with other people that affect Abraham, but I have not included those as part of the ten major encounters.

	Note for the following Ten Encounters: To make it clearer as to break down information, I have coded God’s words to Abraham. Underlined words denote an instruction to Abraham and bold words denotes a promise. Also, for these Encounters, the scripture is taken from the Passion Translation (TPT), except where otherwise indicated.

	Encounter #1

	
Genesis 12:1-3: Original Blessing Prophetic Word with instruction: 

Leave it all behind – your native land, your people, your father’s household, and go to the land that I will show you. Follow me, and I will make you into a great nation. I will exceedingly bless and prosper you, and I will make you famous, so that you will be a tremendous source of blessing for others. I will bless all who bless you and curse all who curse you. And through you all the families of the earth will be blessed.

Method of encounter/revelation: God spoke to Abram; God will show Abram (visual) the promised land

Abram’s response: obeyed and left 

Location: After Terah, Abraham’s father, died; in Hara

Note here that Abraham was 75 years old.



	This is the first encounter where God speaks to Abram. Abram was in Haran where he had journeyed with his father, Terah, and other family members. Terah had left the city of Ur to go to the land of Canaan. After Terah died, God spoke to Abram. This is the first recorded encounter between God and Abram.

	God told Abram to “Leave it all behind.” God does know the end from the beginning and he sure did in Abraham’s life and legacy. The primary promise God gave to Abram is boldly declared here, “I will make you into a great nation.” All the other promises such as promises to exceedingly bless and prosper Abram and to make him famous, to bless those who bless Abram and curse those who curse Abram, as well as all the families of the earth to be blessed are really describing the magnitude of this primary blessing.

	Abram is seventy-five years old. Abram does not have biological children. Abram is only one person. He certainly cannot be a great nation in and of himself. However, this epoch promise comes with an initial instruction. “Leave it all behind.” Abram must leave his native land, his people, his father’s household and go to the land that God would show Abram. Abram must leave the old to receive the new. By leaving the old, Abram also leaves his old self-image, his old ways of doing things, and heads out for the land of promise. Abram will find himself, the true Abram, and through his journey, the mysterious ways of God will be revealed to Abram. The promise is there waiting for Abram, already created for him. For, “As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations, before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were” (Romans 4:17 KJV).

	God, who is prophetic in His nature and in character knows that one of the keys to receiving the prophetic word is in the word itself. Here God speaks the word to Abram. He calls Abram something he isn’t yet in the natural. He speaks forth a promise that looks impossible in a plethora of ways.

	Abram is seventy-five years old. Sarai, his wife is about 65. She is well past the age where she can conceive and bear children. They have no children. Their bodies, in terms of reproductive capability, are as good as dead. It appears they are barren and have shown this to be the case.

	But God called those things that were not as though they were. God said he would make Abram into a great nation! God tells Abram that he will visually show him the land that his descendants will inherit.

	What did Abram do? How did he respond? He obeyed and left. He departed. He not only heard the promise of the Lord, he obeyed the instruction.

	Abram is full of new revelation and promise. He knows he will see this promise and that God will keep his eyes sharp to discern and see the promise come to pass.

	Encounter #2

	
Genesis 12:7: Promise:

This is the land I will personally deliver to your seed.

Method of encounter/revelation: God appeared and spoke: God visually showed Abram the land

Abram’s response: erected an altar; continued his journey (to Bethel on the east and Ai on the west); built another altar; prayed; worshiped; continued journey to Negev; came back to the altar he built with Bethel on the east and Ai on the west after his experience in Egypt (Gen 13:3-4) (represents returning to his first love).

Location: Shechem, the location of the great oak tree of Moreh



	God appeared to Abram and spoke to him. In this encounter, God visually shows Abram the land of promise. Abram sees the land with his own eyes. The promise spoken here is related to the land that will be inherited by Abram’s descendants.

	It is important to look at the promise and then Abram’s response. Abram erected an altar, which we will see him do many times throughout his encounters with God. He built the altar and prayed and worshiped the Lord. The altar is a place of memorial to show reverence and commemorate the time and the encounter with the Lord. It also serves as a memorial when things look impossible to remind us of the sweet presence and powerful promises of the Lord. Altars remind us this about the word of God: “So also will be the word that I speak; it does not return to me unfulfilled. My word performs my purpose and fulfills the mission I sent it out to accomplish.” (Isaiah 55:11 TPT)

	Shechem

	The location of this encounter is in Shechem at the site of the great oak tree of Moreh. The location of encounters with God are important and tells us a lot about the prophetic word and status of the journey. The location of where God speaks or gives revelation is significant. It is not by chance that Abram’s second encounter happened here at this grove of oak trees.

	At this point, Abram received the orders to leave it all behind and received a major promise of descendants that would inherit the land God would show him. Abram immediately obeyed and left Haran. Here he is in Shechem by the oak of Moreh and receives a promise that confirms and repeats the previous promise. God tells Abram and shows him that this land, what he sees, is what God will personally deliver to his seed.

	Abram’s second encounter is in a place called Shechem. The meaning of the name Shechem is “shoulder or personal interest”. It comes from the Hebrew noun, shekem, which means shoulder or the seat of a person’s interests.2

	“This is the land I will personally deliver to your seed.” (Genesis 12:7) This is the promise received at Shechem. From the meaning of Shechem, God is also communicating that He has Abram’s personal interest in mind. He is shouldering the burden of the promise He made to Abram. God is carrying the words he spoke to Abram and protecting their harvest. Those words will be redeemed, and Abram will not be ignored or passed over anymore. One negative connotation for shoulder is used in the phrase “cold shoulder” which refers to being ignored or having someone turn their face from you. God is turning his face toward Abram with this promise and no longer will Abram be without seed. God will bear or shoulder the promise of Abram’s seed to mature into a bountiful harvest.

	It is also very much in alignment with the promise here that Shechem means “Personal Interest”. God has taken a personal interest in Abram’s life, in his legacy, and in the promise, He has spoken to Abram. The very promise is that God will PERSONALLY deliver this land to Abram’s seed. God is making this personal. God is not far away and impersonal. He is very close, very present, and very in touch with our lives.

	Abram is learning and growing in his journey with God, in his faith walk, in his relationship with God. Abram is learning that God speaks to him one on one. God speaks promises, but also gives instructions. God directs and instructs to lead him to where he needs to be. God is very personally involved in the promises He speaks and shoulders them to fulfillment.

	Abram’s descendant, Jesus, will one day bear the responsibility of complete dominion which will rest on his shoulders.

	A child has been born for us; a son has been given to us.

	The responsibility of complete dominion

	will rest on his shoulders, and his name will be: The Wonderful One!

	The Extraordinary Strategist! The Mighty God!

	The Father of Eternity! The Prince of Peace!

	Great and vast is his dominion.

	He will bring immeasurable peace and prosperity.

	He will rule on David’s throne and over David’s kingdom

	to establish and uphold it by promoting justice and righteousness from this time forward and forevermore.

	The marvelous passion that the Lord Yahweh, Commander of Angel Armies, has for his people will ensure that it is finished!

	Isaiah 9:6-8 TPT

	Oak of Moreh

	The oak of Moreh was near Shechem. This is where Abram built an altar to God after he arrived in Canaan and had the second encounter. After his time at the oak of Moreh, Abram will go to Bethel for a stay. Bethel means “House of God”. As we have seen, Abram is not simply wandering around. He is on a specific course that God has mapped out for his journey. He is at the beginning of his journey here and marks the commemoration with an altar.

	I live in the south. Here, oak trees are iconic. They are well known with their picturesque Spanish Moss which drapes from their branches. Oak trees are used in logos especially in southern culture because they relate to the southern landscape and because they manifest the feeling of strength and durability.

	Oak means, “longevity; stable (deeply rooted); Kingdom pillar (landmark); the Cross; place to shelter; place to bury the past; durable (used for oars); and strong”. 3  It is no coincidence that this particular tree is where Abram received additional revelation from God. All the meanings of the word oak are relevant here. The promise God has given to Abram to give his seed, his descendants, the promised land is not a flimsy statement. It is not without backing or substance. This promise bears the making of a dynasty for Abram. As we will see later, God will promise not just a nation to Abram, but he will be the father of nations. There will be so many descendants, just as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. God will use the birth and maturing of this promise to Abram to fulfill His purposes in the earth, to build His Kingdom, eventually bringing about the birth of the Messiah to be the King of this Kingdom. The oak tree here signifies to Abram that within this promise, he is a Kingdom pillar, and that Abram will be a landmark that his future descendants will point to as their beginning point, but not their ending point. God is surely saying to Abram that life will not end in the body of Abram himself, but that there is living seed within Abram that will multiply and flourish.

	We see that the Cross is a meaning of the oak. From Abram’s most prominent descendant, Jesus, the Cross would be carried and would one day be the symbol, the crossroads where life reigns over death. Just as we saw in one of the meanings of the name Shechem, “shoulder”, here the oak confirms that just as God would shoulder the weight and burden of carrying the promise he made to Abram, here he will shelter Abram. We see God’s provision of sheltering Abram throughout his journey in keeping and preserving him. Here Abram buries the past by moving forward, in obeying the instruction he receives from God. The initial encounter with God came with the instruction to “Leave it all behind.” Abram has obeyed faithfully. For Abram to move forward and to find himself and what he will truly be, he must bury the dead, his past, in order to receive his future, the promise of life. The only way to move forward in the journey of faith is to stand strong in the word of the Lord and commit wholeheartedly, trusting that what He says is true. Oak trees have been used to make oars because of their durability. The strength and durability of the oar allows for the boat to keep moving forward in the face of a current of opposition. It will behoove Abram to hold on to the oars of faith because they will prove to take Abram to the land of promise. God’s word and promises are unbreakable. In the Psalms, David says, “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven [stands firm as the heavens]” (Psalms 119:89 AMP).

	Abram is still early in his faith journey. God is teaching him to trust fully, to not hold back, and to obey immediately. The oak was at Moreh and is referred to as the oak of Moreh. The meaning of Moreh is “Teacher”.4

	God is strengthening his relationship during this time in his role as Teacher to his student, Abram. There are lessons Abram needs to learn, instruction he needs to receive, and tests he needs to pass. He has just started his course in faith. As with any student, he will be successful because His Teacher is fully vested in the outcome of His pupil.

	Another meaning of Moreh is “Early Rain”. 5  Early rain is rain that falls during the first part of the agricultural year. This is the time when seeds are planted, but they have not sprouted yet. They have been sown, but the eye cannot see any growth. In this second encounter with God, the promise given is “This is the land I will personally deliver to your seed.” It is interesting that the word “seed” is used here to refer to the promise of descendants. Moreh is a reminder that God has spoken his promise and it will not return empty. The seed has been sown and the early rain has fallen on the newly planted seedling. The seedling is receiving the water and is nourishing it in just the perfect soil.

	“Early Rain” can also refer to the daily work of the Spirit of God instructing, teaching, and leading. Such early rain tends to the seed providing security and nourishment so that it will germinate.6 This early rain will cause revival or resurrection in what was already dead in Abram’s life since he and Sarai were both well past age to conceive and bear children. It will show the favor of God and cause fruitfulness because of the power in the Word of God itself.

	There is a time period between the sowing of the seed and the harvesting of the crop. Here, Abram must look at the land (the visual God has given him), the soil, ahead of him and recognize that in this earth, the plantings are being soaked with life and they will grow and mature into the very thing that was planted. This is a powerful reminder that a harvest will surely come because “as long as the earth exists there will always be seasons of planting and harvest” (Genesis 8:22 TPT).

	
Encounter #3

	
Genesis 13:14-18: Promise with Instruction

Lift up your eyes and look around you to the north, the south, the east, and the west. As far as you can see in every direction is the land that I will give to you forever – to you and your seed. I will multiply them until they are as numerous as the specks of dust on the earth. If anyone could count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could also be counted. Now, get up and walk through the land – its length and its breadth. All the land you walk upon will be my gift to you!

Method of encounter/revelation: God spoke

Abram’s response: moved his camp and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron; built altar 

Location: When Abram settled in the land of Canaan (and after Lot separated from him).



	One of the most significant aspects of this encounter is that it happens after Lot separated from Abram. After this separation, God speaks to Abram again. It is apparent that God had to wait to provide further blessing and instruction to Abram until he was free of Lot by his side. There is much more to be said about this aspect of separation that brings about revelation, but this will be saved for a later chapter.

	Here, God speaks to Abram again. So far, God’s method of providing revelation and blessing to Abram is through his voice to Abram. In some ways, this is a continuation of the previous blessing. Again, God instructs Abram to look at what is before his eyes. His instructions are to look in all directions – to the north, south, east, and west. In every possible direction and for as far as Abram can see is the land that God promises to give to Abram forever. To make it very clear as far as the magnitude of this blessing, God tells Abram to look up and lift his eyes. Through this visual, God is making sure that Abram takes in the scope and scale of the blessing and let it settle and become real and tangible in his mind. God tells Abram that his descendants will be so numerous that they won’t be able to be counted just as it is impossible to count the specks of dust on the earth.

	After seeing this vast land before his eyes, God instructs Abram to get up and walk through the land – its length and breadth. This is the first time since God instructed Abram to leave it all behind that Abram must physically do something. Instead of staying put or sitting down, it is necessary to get up from that place. Abram must rise to the occasion and get ready for the blessing to manifest. God tells Abram to walk through the land. He must walk through the blessing, take a tour, and get familiar with what he is promised. By setting his feet on the land he is physically taking dominion and control and authority over the promise. It is under his feet. Wherever Abram walked, wherever his feet touched is coming into the package of the promise. Symbolically and prophetically, the blessing will be enlarged the more he walks through the land.

	Abram does obey God in these instructions. Afterward, Abram moved his camp, his dwelling place and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron. There, he built another altar to the Lord. In encounter #2, we discussed the prophetic meaning of oak. Here, we have more oaks and they are at a place called Mamre, which means “well -fed or fatness”.7

	Here we see painted a picture of the strength of God’s oil being poured on Abram, the anointing. These are not lean promises, but they are full of the fatness of God’s blessing and the weighty glory of the Lord drenching Abram with promises of blessing.

	Encounter #4

	
Genesis 14:18 –20: Special Blessing

Blessed is Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.  And blessed be God Most High, whose power delivered your enemies into your hands!

Method of encounter/revelation: Melchizedek walked out and spoke and brought bread and wine (communion).

Abram’s response: gave 10% of all his assets (not just income); also told King of Sodom he would not take the spoils of war for himself because he had raised his hand to Yahweh and pledged a solemn oath that he would keep nothing for himself so it would be clear that only the Lord had caused him to increase in wealth.

Location: Valley of the Shaveh (known as the King’s Valley and later became known as the Kidron Valley).



	This encounter is a different type of encounter than the previous ones. Whereas before God spoke to Abram with promises and sometimes instructions, here we see something different. We see a mystery man named Melchizedek come onto the scene to greet Abram with bread and wine, just after Abram has returned from defeating some kings who had captured Lot and all Lot’s possessions.

	Encounter number three happens just after Lot separates from Abram. Encounter number four happens just after Abram redeems Lot and his possessions. Abram recovers all the stolen possessions and brings back Lot as well as all the women and prisoners. Even though Abram has rescued Lot and brought him safely back, they do stay separate. Abram does not invite Lot to come and dwell with him again as he had before the separation of the two. It does show the integrity and character of Abram that even with Lot’s cleaving to old ways, old ideas, old gods and continuing to live in Sodom, Abram still was concerned for his welfare and safety. Abram saw that justice was served and rescued Lot to safety along with his worldly possessions.

	Of importance in this encounter is the location which takes place at the valley of the Shaveh which was known as the King’s Valley and later known as the Kidron Valley. The word “Shaveh” means “level or equal as in equalize”. We see that what has just happened is that Abram has leveled the field in defeating his enemies which were initially Lot’s enemies. This valley had several names which are significant. Also known as the King’s Valley, the meaning, which is very significant in Abram’s encounter, signifies the low place, where we meet the King.8 Abram has learned on his faith journey that to meet God, his King, he must bow himself. So many times, after Abram has encounters with God, he immediately builds an altar to pray and worship the Lord. At these altars, he kneels and in this low place meets the King!

	It is in this place of humility that Abram is greeted by Melchizedek. We see that Melchizedek has bread and wine for Abram, the communion. This is pointing to Jesus, who we remember, when we take communion. The bread representing Jesus’ body which was broken for us and the wine representing the blood of Jesus which paid for all our sin. This is obviously pointing and looking forward to Jesus, as Jesus has not been born yet. What is the significance of Melchizedek bringing the communion to Abram just after he returns from rescuing Lot? We will examine this in further detail next.

	The Bible never expresses that Lot was unrighteous. However, Lot did not cleave to his uncle Abram. When Lot was faced with a decision to take one part of the land to support and sustain his people and livestock, he did not choose Abram. It would have been in Lot’s best interest to make the choice to stay with Abram because God was with Abram. It was clear that Abram was living in the favor and blessing of the Lord. However, Lot did not stay under the covering of Abram, where there was protection and anointing. He was not living in the will of God by separating himself from Abram. The meaning of the name “Lot” is “covert, secret, or concealed”. 9 Lot had never really left Ur in the past even though he was physically in a different location. He took the ways and mindsets and was still living in that place of the past.

	Knowing his nephew’s choice, how he had fallen short, and was still living in what God wanted Abram to leave behind, Abram had compassion and mercy on Lot. Still seeing his compromising ways, Abram chose to take 318 men to go and take back his family member. Abram could easily have made the choice to let Lot suffer his consequences.

	Jesus was completely perfect, never falling short, never compromising or disobeying His Father. From the beginning, this perfect God-man, was purposed to be the substitution for us, to be the one whose body was broken and beaten and whose blood was shed for our unrighteousness. The taking of communion here by Abram and administered by Melchizedek is fitting because it is a picture of what Abram did for Lot, but even more so, pointing us to the masterpiece of the finished work of Jesus.

	Some believe Melchizedek was just a man. This passage does give us some information about him. He was both a priest of God Most High and also the king of Salem. “Salem” means “peace”. So, he was a king of peace. I have included this meeting as an encounter because I believe that Melchizedek was more than a man, but a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. There are many reasons I believe this and that would be a much longer discussion than allowed for here in this chapter. Let me just provide a brief few points as to why I believe this is the case.

	Jesus was both a king and a priest, just as Melchizedek was. Jesus was also a prophet, holding a third office.

	Melchizedek’s name means king of righteousness which perfectly describes Jesus. Melchizedek was, as a person, unrighteous. However, Jesus was the only righteous person to ever live and is the only perfect and righteous King.

	Melchizedek was king of Salem. As we discussed earlier, this means “king of peace”. As every story and every word of the Bible points us to Jesus, this surely is pointing us to Jesus, who is our Prince of Peace. Jesus reconciled us to God and closed the gap between us because of sin and unrighteousness.

	This passage says that Melchizedek was a priest of God Most High or El Elyon. Even though the Bible does not tell us about his functions, we know that Jesus, as God’s divine Son, was the ultimate and perfect priest of God Most High.

	Jesus is an eternal priest who lives forever. We learn in Hebrews some interesting facts about Melchizedek. He “has no father or mother, and no record of any of his ancestors. He was never born, and he never died, but his life is like a picture of the Son of God, a King-Priest forever” (Hebrews 7:3 TPT)!

	Melchizedek just appears and then disappears. For all the reasons above, I do believe he is a divine being, most likely pre-incarnate Christ. Therefore, this is definitely an encounter that Abram is having here in the King’s Valley.

	Melchizedek delivered a very special blessing over Abram. He says that God Most High has blessed Abram and has allowed Abram to defeat his enemies!10

	The very next thing that happens is that Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of all he possessed. There is enumerated detail in Hebrews 7:4-10 about the tithe. Tithe means “tenth”. Today, we think of a tithe as a tenth of our income. However, it is an important note here that Abram gave not just from his income, but of all he possessed – all his portfolio!

	Just after the tithe is given, the King of Sodom suggested to Abram to keep the spoils of the war for himself. However, Abram tells him that he cannot do this because he has vowed to Yahweh and pledged a solemn oath that he will not keep anything for himself that belongs to you (King of Sodom), not even a thread of a garment. This way, the King of Sodom will never be able to say that he made Abram rich. It will be clear that ONLY God blessed Abram and made him rich.

	This is interesting because this is what the tithe represents. When we tithe and give God the first ten percent of our income (even though Abram gave of his entire assets), we are giving to God what is God’s. If we keep that and withhold the tithe, then we are stealing what is not ours. Just as Abram tells the King of Sodom, he cannot keep what belongs to the King of Sodom, we cannot keep what belongs to God. God will bless the ninety percent and cause us to increase in wealth.

	Abram did not withhold from Melchizedek (Christ) or man (King of Sodom) what was theirs and not his. He gave the tithe, and he gave the spoils. He could easily have kept but he gave. His hand was open to  give and God will make sure that while his hand is open, he will continue to receive.
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