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Introduction

‘The world belongs to those who act on their dreams.’

‘There is no surer way along the road to success than to follow in the footsteps of those who have realized it.’


-          Sidney Newton Bremer


It was some minutes past six in the evening. My younger sister and I were at the Murtala Muhammed International Airport. We were waiting for my sibling’s departure. She was travelling to India to visit our elder sibling who had gone to the Asian country for medical care.

We were waiting for her flight to begin boarding when I noticed a well-dressed gentleman, somewhere in his late forties or early fifties. He breezed into the terminal and went straight to check in. What caught my attention first were his energetic and bouncy strides, but the more I looked at him, the more he reminded me of a friend I had last seen in 1989.

Before I could make up my mind to approach him, he had checked in and entered the waiting lounge; while my sister’s flight was announced and I had to see her off. I left the airport after my sister boarded her flight, and immediately began my quest to confirm if the man was whom I suspected he was.


Thanks to modern technology (an iPad and the Internet), I thought about going to Facebook, but felt he would be too busy to have his profile on the largest social network website in the world. I quickly Googled his name, and there he was. I found all the need-to-know about him, both old and new. I was both impressed and excited at how I was able to trace my friend in a matter of minutes.



That evening I began to wonder about my sister’s trip to India by air, and the ease with which I had traced my friend, Prof. Koffi Makinwa. There were people who made those innovations possible. The Wright brothers made the plane, Steve Jobs of Apple made the iPad, Mark Zuckerberg founded Facebook, while Larry Page and Sergey Brin founded the Google website.


These were ordinary people with challenges like everyone else, as we shall later see in this book. They saw these needs that were waiting for solution. They created plans to meet the needs. Their solutions started with an idea. They stuck to their ideas against all odds, solved the world’s problems and got rewarded for doing so.

All these people are a mixed bunch; you have the short, tall, dark, light, degree-holders and school drop-outs. They have different beliefs, goals and aspirations, yet one thing describes them; they are all action takers. As we shall observe in this book;

Success and wealth are not gender selective and do not discriminate. They are for anybody ready to pay the price and obey the laws.

Education not an end

These people saw their education as a means to an end and not an end itself. They used their education to refine their gifts and talent instead of using the same to kill it. There were cases where they had to postpone or drop-out completely from university.

I am not saying this to put down the value of good education but rather to say that it should complement and not condemn your gifts and talent. Most achievers studied courses different from what they eventually became known for in life. As we shall later see, Bill Gates of Microsoft and Steve Jobs of Apple dropped out school to pursue their dreams.

Asu Ekiye, Samsong both great musical artists in Nigeria, they both studied other things apart from music in school. Ace Photographer Kelechi Amadi Obi studied law, and there many more like them.

They imagined the world differently from the way they met it. Empowered by God and the discovery of their gifts they were determined to change the world. Through courage and against all odds they took action and made a difference.

Players versus spectator

Yet there are still a large number of talented and gifted people that are broke, busted and unsuccessful. This is because they are afraid to act on their dreams. They simply drift through life as spectators instead of players. That’s perhaps the biggest lesson from the game of soccer.

Take the British Premier League for example’ for each game there are only 22 active players on the pitch, yet every game is watched by millions of spectators all over the world. The millions of spectators, one way or the other contribute millions, in terms of cash, to the game. On the other hand, the few active players are paid millions from the same game. That is the way life is; if you are a spectator you pay and if you are an active player you are paid.

It is your choice to stand by watching others act on their ideas and living their dreams, or you too can work hard on yours.

It is your gift that will make room for you in life.

Discover your gift, refine it. When you serve it, the world will surely pay you. It all begins with an idea, followed by an inspiration plus determination to accomplish your goal.


Preface

“The reward of a thing well done is to have done it”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Taking action separates the winners from the losers.

The reason why some people are called winners and successful in life is because of the many challenges and obstacles they had to overcome. Some of such winners had little or no money to start; some were drop-outs or are still in school; others used their talents and gifts, interests and passion to cross many hurdles on the road to success.

Everything they did began as an idea, but they didn’t stop there. They made plans and followed through with action.

Steve Jobs and the Apple story


August 2nd 2018 is a day that the world will remember for a long time; it was the day Apple computer company became the first American company to hit the one trillion-dollar market value. If we go back in history this was a company that was started in a garage by a young school dropout called Steve Jobs. This is his story.


The late inventor, innovator and founder of Apple Computer, whose range of products include the revolutionary iPod, iPhone and iPad, Steven Paul Jobs was born on February 24, 1955, to Joanne Simpson and Abdulfattah "John" Jandali, two University of Wisconsin graduate students who gave their unnamed son up for adoption shortly after he was born. His biological father, Abdulfattah Jandali, was a Syrian Political Science professor and his mother, Joanne Simpson, worked as a speech therapist. Shortly after Steve was placed for adoption, his biological parents married and went on to have another child, Mona Simpson. It was not until Jobs was 27 that he was able to uncover information on his biological parents.

The infant baby was adopted by Clara and Paul Jobs and named Steven Paul Jobs. Clara worked as an accountant and Paul was a Coast Guard veteran and machinist.

The parent’s role


The family lived in Mountain View within California's Silicon Valley. As a boy, Jobs and his father would work on electronics in the family garage where Paul showed his son how to take apart and reconstruct electronics, a hobby which instilled confidence, tenacity, and mechanical prowess in young Jobs.


The second input by Job’s parents

While Jobs has always been an intelligent and innovative thinker, his youth was riddled with frustrations over formal schooling. In elementary school he was a prankster whose fourth-grade teacher needed to bribe to study. Yet his test results were so good that school administrators wanted to skip him ahead to high school, but his parents refused.

Jobs invested in two things that played a role in his future success. After he did enroll in high school, Jobs spent his free time at Hewlett-Packard. It was there that he befriended Steve Wozniak. Wozniak was a brilliant computer engineer, and the two developed great respect for one another. He invested time developing his talent and a good heathy relationship with someone with a common goal in life.  

The making of Apple Computers

Steve Jobs parents were struggling financially, after high school, Jobs enrolled at Reed College in Portland, Oregon. Lacking direction, he dropped out of college after six months and spent the next 18 months dropping in on creative classes. Jobs later recounted how one course in calligraphy developed his love of typography. Always learn to stay focused on your dream no matter what life throws at you.

Steve Jobs and his friend Steve Wozniak started with what they had and where they were. In 1974, Jobs took a position as a video game designer with Atari.  In 1976, when Jobs was just 21, he and Wozniak started Apple Computers. The duo started in the Jobs family garage, and funded their entrepreneurial venture after Jobs sold his Volkswagen bus and Wozniak sold his beloved scientific calculator. They both invested completely in their dream.
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