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	Worthy of Note: The ‘creative’ writings of this text were borne out of the experiences of the author---personal, from friends and people around him and articulated by reasoning---what he had been taught by family, elderly ones, in school and other places, the books he had read (long ago but can’t remember!). This is the reason there are no references. His thoughts on this topic conform, to a very enormous extent, what modern research would assert. The author apologizes for the ‘usual’ nature of the text.
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	Picture a successful athlete, one of America’s living Track and Field Sprinters, Michael Johnson. No doubt, he is one-in-a-million great sports performer who had been champion in the 100m, 200m and 400m dash for ‘donkey’ years. His achievements in the world of athletics will leave footprints in the sands of time. Similarly, a successful marriage is a one-in-a-million recognized union that vividly identifies the factor, longevity.


	The adage ‘it takes two to tango” is undoubtedly true. A tango dance involves two individuals who can practically demonstrate it. In the same vein, a successful marriage is the one that involves active participation or consent of two partners (man and wife) to make it alive. The questions ‘what makes a marriage successful’? And ‘what makes a husband and wife’? Come to focus.


	Consider this instance: A Who Wants To Be A Millionaire Competition was organized and attached to it was a cash prize of $3m. The winner will surely part with the sum. Without a pinch of salt, contestants will be on hand to compete for this handsome reward and other favors that will come along. Nonetheless, in spite of all efforts put by the selected contestants, only one out of the counted number of contestants will emerge winner. Now, the winner is placed on a ‘hot seat’ and asked stipulated number of questions with the options of ‘calling a friend’, ‘50-50’, ‘live-line’ and audience viewpoint. Not until the individual has answered completely the questions will he be entitled to the 3-million-dollar cash reward. In a way, a wife is a highly contested human virtue that a contestant, given a number of other contestants (suitor(s)) emerges the winner and is fit to deserve her. Here, the winner emerge is the most discerned ‘Mr. Right’, by virtue of the woman’s judgment (wife’s choice).Note: ‘Mr. Right’ has to go through a lot of tough nuts to crack times to confirm his capability to have such a ‘prize’


	 What happens to the Chief Executive Officer of a company whose active workers are incompetent? It is akin to when the head functions without the agreement of other human body parts! Unequivocally, the husband is the Chief Executive Officer (head) of the company or institute (marriage) who demands the active participation or input of the most active worker or second fiddle, his wife for continuity, security and a defined union to thrive. 


	A wife is a virtuous woman who has painstakingly given herself (over time) to the act of embracing chastity and fidelity instead of promiscuity, spirituality instead of carnality, love instead of hate, generosity instead of self-centeredness, humility instead of hostility, patience instead of haste, diligence instead indolence, discipline instead of a care-free attitude and other virtues instead of other vices, continually improving on them, and like a magnet, attracts her husband, thus, making him active. 


	A thorough-knowing husband and a thorough-knowing wife are important for a successful marriage. How do I get a knowing-husband or knowing-wife? A question you may want to ask. The answer is quite simple: the ball is in your court to make the decision of finding a wife or husband in the number of men or women. If you can find your wife or husband (Mr. Right or Mrs. Right), then what is paramount should be the consideration of the most ‘essential tool’ for a successful marriage because it simply takes two to tango!


	Mr. Ben
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	The interest, A Successful Marriage, recognizes the factor that constitutes the building block of a successful marriage. In its recognition, a successful marriage is achieved mainly through the active participation of the man (husband) and wife. Without this condition, there is no successful marriage.


	It asserts that a successful marriage can be viewed as life-long union which requires the bedrock that has the identity known as true love. It identifies the cause behind short-lived marriages, irrespective of race, status, and background as unreal marital foundation laid; trivia.


	A Successful Marriage clearly points the active involvement of a knowing-husband and knowing-wife to appreciate the bedrock, true love, as the only foundation of a successful marriage. Acknowledging marital success can be measured by its longevity; it sees true love, the foundation of a successful marriage, as being translated in the light of marital longevity.


	Longevity in marriage or marital longevity is an appreciation of longevity in trust and communication existing between the actively participating man and his wife. In other words, longevity in marriage is dependent on two factors:  trust and communication and best appreciated by prepared married individuals. In this format,  


	Longevity in marriage=Longevity in (Trust + Communication)


	=Longevity in Trust + Longevity in Communication


	Where Trust is simply the Total Reliance Upon Someone else’s Truths (on the part of the husband, vice versa) and communication is a (mutual) voiced complement of trust. Simply put, the more appreciated the factors of trust and communication, the more expressed marital longevity will be.


	The Total Reliance upon Someone else’s Truths, the acrostic of TRUST, will be looked into in seven respects. They are:


	

	
1) Fidelity



	
2) Financial dependability



	
3) Home affairs



	
4) Educational proficiency



	
5) Spirituality



	
6) Call to raising children



	
7) Counseling/Wisdom






	The seven listed respects are truths both parties must rely upon and appreciate them through regular communication. Communication ‘voices’ the efficacies of the respects of truth in terms of: 


	

	
1) Managing one’s sexuality



	
2) Rendering financial support, not being too financially dependent  



	
3) Home management; making the home worth staying or creating a homely atmosphere



	
4) Not necessary but worth considering academic accomplishment, but of great importance quality education  (self-education): handling stress-related problems, establishing inter-personal  relationships, goal orientation (ambitions in life) 



	
5) Level of prayer consciousness, spiritual dedication, and  demonstration of spiritual truths
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