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  FOREWORD




   




  *The Endless Journey* is a wake up call to remind us that the world is not our home as most people have forgotten that we are in transit. We are gradually coming to the end of the age. *The Endless Journey* is a reminder that death can come at anytime, and since nobody knows when it will come or when Jesus will come again to take us home, we must get ready for any eventuality.




  Azuka Chinonso Igwegbe writes to remind us that we have a very limited time to spend here on earth, and since no one knows when he will die, we have to start amending our ways so that when either death or Christ comes, we will not end up in hellfire. After reading this book you will no longer claim ignorance of heaven and hellfire. This book offers hope to every believer that there is another home in heaven.




   




  Rev. (Prof.) Vic N. Ronnie




  Carolina Christian University




  Lexington, North Carolina, USA.




  





  PREFACE




  In the midst of life, we face death. It’s very obvious that one day we all must leave this world. The world is not our home, we are in transit. Most people live as if the earth is a place to live forever. We have a very limited time to spend here on earth, and that is the reason why we must be careful the way we live.




  Since we know that naked we come to life, and naked we shall depart, we don’t have to let the mundane things of life to take us away from our Creator because it will not profit one anything to gain the whole world, but lose his soul, but most often, some people don’t mind who they kill just to acquire material things; why do people live as if they own their lives?




  Human being is like a mist that vanishes, and a flower that fades away when sun rises. We are only but a breath. You may find it very difficult to believe that every human being is a potential corpse. A living being can be a dead person in the next minute. Nobody knows when his time would come.




  People are dying every second, but the question is, where are they going? Assuming death comes now, where do you think you are going to spend your eternity? Heaven or hell? This is not a question you will answer just like that, but the way you live your life will determine where you will spend your eternity.




  Death can come at any time. It does not listen to excuses, no matter how plausible it may sound. Ever since you know that death is inevitable, how are you living your life? Where do you think you would end up when it comes? Don’t forget that it's appointed unto man to die once, and after that comes judgment. No matter whatever you are doing, may you not forget that the judgment day is coming. God is taking record of the things we do, and he is going to reward everyone according to his work.




  But assuming you died now, what would you be remembered for? A few years after you are dead and gone, would people around you still miss you? What kind of life are you living? Live a good life so that when you are gone, your priest would not have to lie at your funeral that you were a good Christian whereas you were a terror to the body of Christ.




  The end is near.




   




  INTRODUCTION




  The endless journey is a book that reminds us that after life on earth, there is another life where each and every one of us would spend his eternity.




  All Bible quotations were taken from the King James Version (KJV), and the New International Version (NIV). Any other version is otherwise stated at the end of the quote.




  In chapter one of this book, it tells us that there is an end to everything on earth. One day your journey in life will definitely come to an end, but until you understand that there is an end to life, you will not be living in the consciousness of time. When you understand that you don’t have all the time in life, it’s then you will make use of every opportunity you come across with.




  The chapter two of this book reminds us the importance of remembering our Creator now there is still time before it gets too late. We don’t have a guarantee that we must see tomorrow, but since we are alive today, it’s a good opportunity to remember our Creator and amend our ways where we are not getting it right.




  In chapter three, you will understand that until you find yourself and tell God where you are, you will still be struggling and hiding, but when you find yourself, it’s then you will tell him where you are to locate you. If Adam did not tell God where he was, God would not help him to cover his nakedness. Tell God where you are so that he will help you find your way out. God knows you are naked, but he wants you to ask him for a help. If you don’t tell someone where you are, he may not know that you are there.




  In chapter four, you will find out why it’s not all “Goodbye” is a beautiful one. There is a painful and saddest goodbye said to those that are on the journey of no return, but there is something you will learn in this chapter that will make it to be a glorious goodbye at the end. While the people you left behind would be seeing it as a loss, heaven will be seeing it as a gain. While they will be telling you, “Goodbye” heaven will be telling you, “Welcome home.”




  Jesus asked a very important question, “What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world, but loses his soul.” The chapter five of this book addresses some issues in that question and points out some important note we need to take.




  The chapter six says, “Bell is ringing.” Find out the type of bell that has been ringing and the reason why it has been ringing. If a bell is ringing, there must be a reason behind it― so find why the bell is ringing.




  We all know that all that glitters is not gold, and it’s not about the package, but the content. Chapter seven warns us to be aware of the fake life in the church today.




  The end is near. We are getting close to the harvest season. The good seeds will be separated from the bad ones. Where do you belong? Since you know that the harvest is at hand, how do you live your life? Do you live as if there is no tomorrow? The chapter eight of this book tells us that we are getting closer to the harvest season.




   




  
CHAPTER ONE
THERE IS AN END





  For surely there is an end…”




  Prov. 23:18 KJV.




  There is an end to everything on earth, and if indeed there is an end to all things, then how old are you? How many more years do you still have to live? Subtract it from the one you have lived, then how many remain? It’s just a simple addition and subtraction you cannot calculate. Every mathematical question may have a convincing answer, but this little calculation has no answer, it has no mathematical solution, or any scientific and pragmatic approach. Most times we live as if we own our lives, or know the number of years we still have to live.




  And because there is an end to everything, that made the Psalmist to say “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12 NIV). If a man knows the number of years he would live on earth, I think he would spend his youthful age roughly, and few years or months to his death, he would begin to amend his ways, but we don’t know when, how and where we would die; whether by road or air crash, or by sickness. Where or how one dies does not really matter, what matters most is where he’s going to spend eternity when he dies.




  Some died, but their corpse was not found, and had they known where they would die, when and how, they would have told their family members to wait for them there to carry their corpse. Had we known where each and every one of us would die, there would not be the story of missing corpse. Those that died in an accident would choose to die in their homes, or if by any chance, they may try their best to avert the death.




  Everybody wants to go to heaven, but none of us wants to die now, but surely there is an end to our lives on earth. In life there is no extra time. Don’t think we are in the football pitch playing and when nobody scores, the referee would give additional time. No, life has no extra time and it has no substitute where you can replace the life of another, and the person would die on your behalf. All of us must die one day because death is a debt everybody owe and must pay it one day.




  Life is like a moving bus that takes off from a particular station, and everybody in the bus has different destination. While the bus is moving, it will be dropping some passengers who had reached their destination and also picking some. Once you get to your bus-stop, you alright, you cannot exceed your bus-stop, it's not a must that you will get down the same place with the person you boarded the bus with.




  Assuming you and I boarded a particular bus at the same place, that does not mean we must alight at the same place. We have different mission, or reason why we are in the bus─ 'bus' as used in our illustration is like the world we are in. We might be born in the same day, but that does not mean we must also die the same day, or the same place since we were born the same time. That you are age mate with your friends does not guarantee that you would die the same time. Just like a bus that takes off from a bus station, the day your bus took off was the day you were born, and you are on the journey of life not knowing when and where you are going to end your own journey.




  As day breaks, and as life goes on, a lot of people were born today, whereas a lot died today. A lot of newborn babies started their journey today, whereas a lot of people also reached their destination today. It's not everyone who was born today would die the same time with his mate. Some would live longer while some will not. But excuse me, let me ask you again, how many years have you lived on this earth? I’m pretty sure that it would be very easy to answer. But how many more years do you still have to live?




  Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure. Job 14:1─2 NIV.




  This is a time for evaluation, kindly subtract the number of years you have lived from the one you still have to live, then how many more years do you think you still have? I’m quite sure it’s too difficult to answer, but why do you live your life as if you know tomorrow? Have you forgotten that we are on a journey? Don’t you know that you are in transit? This is a journey that starts from womb to tomb, but the most painful part of it is nobody knows when he would reach his tomb.




  I’m not writing to scare you, but am writing to remind you that we are only but a breath, a flower that fades away when the sun appears, a vapor that disappears in a twinkling of an eye. Your parents might have told you how you were born, but they will not tell you how you would die, and nobody even your prophet would tell you that. So how are you doing on this journey of life? Don’t forget that as the day is breaking, each and every one of us is getting closer to his tomb. So how close are you to your tomb? Still very far or too close to it?




  Only a few years will pass before I go on the journey of no return. Job 16:22 NIV.




  Sadly enough, but truthful, one day you will leave this world and all those things you are clamoring for, and you will go on a journey of no return which is the endless journey. I’m not telling you to start designing your tomb in case you are an architect or a designer, all I’m telling you is to start amending your ways where you are not getting it right, and not your tomb where you think you would be buried.
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