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	INTRODUCTION

	"The Richest Man in Babylon," adapted for twenty-first century readers, includes a series of parables set in ancient Babylon concerning economics. The adaptation allows the parables to be useful still to this day in helping men to economic prosperity.

	What's in it for me? Learn to get lucky

	Once upon a time in ancient Babylon, there was a very rich man named Arkad. He was the richest man in the whole city.

	One day, two of his childhood friends asked him how he had managed to accumulate so much wealth while they toiled all day, barely managing to feed their families.

	Arkad smiled at him and replied that in exchange for his work as a scribe, a rich man had revealed to him the secret to achieving wealth.

	The secret was, "A portion of everything you earn belongs to you."

	In other words, you don't have to squander everything you earn, but rather invest it and do it wisely.

	This is what Arkad had done to begin with: he had saved enough money to lend it to a shield-maker, who repaid a loan and paid interest so as to increase Arkad's wealth.

	"The Richest Man in Babylon" includes parables like this one in which you can find the advice you need to enrich yourself even in the modern world.

	You'll also find out why you should never lend money to loggers, unless it's a tree felling business.

	In the end, you'll discover why real luck is just a matter of working hard.

	The parable

	Arkad was famous for his enormous wealth and generosity to families in need. One day a group of people, including Bansir and Koppi, formed to discuss their different conceptions of life.

	Characters

	Arkad - the richest man in Babylon

	Bansir - chariot builder

	Kobbi -musician

	Algamish - rich man

	Agger - shield maker

	Azmur -brick maker

	"Why would fate choose you to enjoy all the good things in life and ignore us who equally deserve them?"

	"If you have failed to improve your living conditions in the years since you were young, it is because you have either not learned the laws of attaining wealth, or you have not observed them. Destiny is an evil god who brings no permanent good to anyone, but rather makes you spend all that you have just earned."
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