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    INTRODUCTION




    




    As a telephone begins to ring in China, the author, Fatai, picks it up and begins to speak with an unknown caller in the Chinese language.




    Fatai: 喂，你好! (Hello)




    Unknown caller: 你好，你在哪里?




    (Hello, where are you?)




    Fatai: 请问你是谁？因为我手机上没有你的电话号码，我是一名外国人。(Please, may I know who are you? Your name is not on my phone. I’m a foreigner.)




    Unknown caller: 对不起，我打错了! (Sorry, I dialed your number by mistake.)




    Fatai: 没关系! (That’s not a problem.)




    




    The above mobile phone conversation illustrates one of the methods of communication currently used by human beings. Phone communication is very effective compared to previous methods of communications such as the telegraph or letters because it provides instant interaction between the parties.




    In order to engage in this conversation, you must first purchase a mobile phone and the other person must likewise have a phone. However, just having the phone is not enough to facilitate the call. Other things are needed such as a SIM card from a mobile phone company. Some of the more well-known mobile phone carriers on various continents include:




    Continent: Africa




    Country: Nigeria




    Company: Globacom




    Brand: Glo-mobile




    




    Continent: North America Country: USA Company: AT&T Mobility LLC




    Brand: AT&T.




    




    Continent: Asia




    Country: China Company: CMCC (China Telecommunication Company) Brand: China mobile.




    Continent: Europe. Country: UK Company: Virgin Mobile Telecoms Ltd Brand: Virgin Mobile UK




    




    When you purchase a SIM card from any of the above mobile phone companies, it enables you to obtain your personal phone number which you can use to call others. Most importantly, you can only make calls to other persons if you have their phone numbers.




    The above description explains the process of obtaining a private GSM phone and how making phone calls between other individuals is achieved.




    Brethren, now that you have your own private GSM phone and the phone numbers of your friends to call whenever you wish, I have a question for you.




    There is one phone number that’s very important .Do you have this number in your contact list? It’s the number of your creator. I am referring to the number of the Almighty God. I am confident you have this number, but I am not sure you have taken the time to place it in your contact list. Assuming you have the Almighty God’s complete phone number, have you been using it to frequently call upon your creator? Are you not sure?




    The above questions are directed to believers in Christ who are practicing the Christian faith. I am referring to God’s Telephone number which we all have. In this message, the unbelievers and those who didn’t share the same faith with Christians could also learn from us thus enabling them to freely choose which path to follow. The door of salvation is still widely open with the Lord and He would surely embrace those who seek Him while He is near. The events that we will discuss in the following pages will enable you to determine if you have God’s phone number with you, and if you have been using it to call Him constantly.


  




  

    SOME BIBLICAL VERSES




    INVOLVING CALLS TO GOD




    “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)




    




    “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.” (Psalm 18:6)




    




    “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:6)




    




    “The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18)




    




    “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” (Psalm 50:15)




    




    “I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.” (Psalm 18:3)




    




    “He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.” (Psalm 91:15)




    




    "I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place." (Psalm 118:5)




    




    “Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.” (Psalm 116:4)




    




    “As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.” (Psalm 55:16)


  




  

    DEDICATION




    




    This book is dedicated to the Almighty God, who is the fountain of all knowledge and wisdom, and whom I believe is the source from which the inspiration and the ideas to write this book emanate from.




    May all the glory, honor, adoration and praises that would be associated with this book be given to Him. There is nothing that I can successfully do without His help and directives.


  




  

    MY CONVERSION FROM




    ISLAM TO CHRISTIANITY




    




    BACKGROUND




    For a better understanding of this book, it’s pertinent to disclose some of the events that took place prior to this writing. Please, do not mistake this for a diversion from the main story. Rather, the events are part of this story and it would amount to an act of ingratitude to God if I didn’t share it. Hence the need to discuss it earlier so the readers can have a perfect understanding of what GOD’S TELEPHONE’S NUMBER is all about.




    If someone had prophesied to me that I would become a Christian, not only would I have refused to believe it, I would have disregarded it as an utter impossibility. Why is this? It was because I was born into a Muslim Family. To help you understand the events surrounding my conversion, I shall attempt a detailed explanation about the events surrounding it. My name is Fatai, which is a Muslim male name. In the Arabic form, the name is spelled Fattah, which means “The opener of the gates of sustenance.” In the Muslim way, it is a common practice to not just refer to the name alone, but also add the qualifier “Abdul” to pronounce the name. The word Abdul means “the servant.” So, the full Arabic pronunciation of my name would be Abdul Fattah, meaning “servant of the opener of the gates of sustenance." Additionally, the word Fattah itself is one of the 99 names of Allah (God’s meaning in Islam). Here, it’s written as “Al-Fattah,” which means “The Opener, The Victory Giver.”




    You may be wondering why my name is written as Fatai instead of Fattah. The simple reason is because I am from the Yoruba tribe in Nigeria, one of the three major tribes in the country. The name Fatai is a coinage of the Yoruba language. When it’s pronounced this way, it is more suitable to the Yoruba language‘s tone of pronunciation. It has the same meaning as the original Arabic word, although some Muslim names remain in their original form and are not changed.




    On a personal note, I decided to keep using my name Fatai even after my conversion to Christianity to serve as part of my testimonies on my experience with the almighty God.




    I had been taught how to pray five times daily and also the mode of prayers. Therefore, you can imagine how hard it could be for someone born into such a religion to change to another faith. During the time I was a practicing Muslim, I could not read the Quran because it was written in Arabic. However, there were English versions which I was reading from.




    While a Muslim, I had heard about Jesus Christ several times. I recalled how some of my fellow Muslims would openly argue with Christian evangelists on bible doctrines. The majority, if not all Muslims do not believe that Christ is the Son of God and reject the notion of the trinity. During that period I took a neutral stand, choosing not to attack the Christianity doctrine, but instead respect Christians for their belief, while I expected them to also respect my beliefs as a Muslim. I found it difficult to belief the concept of the trinity and it puzzled me why Jesus Christ should be called the Son of God. To help me understand why Christians would believe these peculiar teachings, I bought a copy of the Holy Bible to enable me learn about their doctrines. Although I learned about their beliefs, the doctrines didn’t convince me to change my faith.




    On many occasions I had evangelists knock on my door hoping to share the gospel with me, but on most occasions I would tell them I was not interested, claiming that I was busy. Some evangelists can be very persuasive and encouraging and there were occasions when they would plead with me to give them as little as 5 minutes of my time, yet I still wouldn’t listen. Sometimes, I would allow them to share the gospel. Even when I eventually listened to them, I didn’t believe what they taught; I can honestly say most of their teachings went into my deaf ears.
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