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Decoding Medical
Abbreviations and Acronyms

INTRODUCTION

It is no secret that the study of medicine is one of the most demanding and challenging fields in the world. It
can take decades to specialize in treating the diseases that afflict a particular organ alone, and several more
years of pre-medicine studies prior to such.

With all the terms needed to describe every single minute part of the organs and practically every disease or
disorder out there, it was only natural that physicians eventually came up with abbreviations and acronyms
to serve as handy shorthand descriptions for things. While these said abbreviations and acronyms are not
exactly common knowledge, being familiar with them can make the next trip to the hospital or to the doctor

far less confusing, whether one is a medical student or not.

MEDICAL DEGREE ABRREVIATIONS

A lot of medical professionals usually end up DVM - Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
specializing in a particular field at one point. In so EdD- Doctor of Education
doing, they earn certain abbreviations that they can EMT- Emergency Medical Technician

attach to their name, one that usually gives their ENT — Ear, Nose, and Throat Specialist

patient a clue as to their
specialization. These
include the following:

AuD - Doctor of

Audiology

BN- Bachelor of Nursing

BSN- B.S. in Nursing

CNA- Certified Nursing

Assistant

CNM- Certified Nurse

Midwife

DVM- Doctor of

Veterinary Medicine

DC - Doctor of

Chiropactic

DDS - Doctor of Dental

Science or Doctor of

Dental Surgery

DMD - Doctor of Medical

Dentistry or Doctor of

Dental Medicine

DO - Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
DPM - Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
DPT - Doctor of Physical Therapy
DScPT - Doctor of Science in Physical Therapy
DSN - Doctor of Science in Nursing

OD - Doctor of Optometry
Professional title
PA - Physician Assistant

GP - General Practitioner.
This describes a doctor
who didn't pick up a
specialization.

GYN - Gynecologist.
MD- Doctor of Medicine.
This is perhaps the most
common abbreviation as
anyone who has a degree
from medical school can
use it.

ME- Medical Examiner
MN- Master of Nursing
MNA- Master of Nurse
Anesthesia

MPH- Master of Public
Health

MS - Master of Surgery
MT- Medical Technologist
NP- Nurse Practitioner
OB/GYN - Obstetrician
and Gynecologist

PharmD - Doctor of Pharmacy

PhD - Doctor of Philosophy

RRT-Registered Respiratory Therapist

MR-~
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