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                Milena Mazzarella was born in Syracuse, Sicily, in 1982.

She graduated in Archaeology in Pisa, and she got a master degree in Management of Cultural Events in Florence.

Always interested in unsolved mysteries, in recent years she focused on Rennes-le-Château, trying to decode the enigmatic Serpent Rouge.

This e-book is her debut as author.

Her official mail is: milly.mazzarella@gmail.com

                
                

            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    
                To Martuzza, as promised.

Thank you.
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                The popular imagination is crowded by many legends which origins are sometimes lost, so they bring in heritage just a castle of hypothesis, based on faint clues and vague signs, survived through the time. Their fascination grows, but nobody can get the bottom of them. 

Deliberate invented, transmitted through the centuries, linked to history or folklore, all these legends have in common each other a sacred, mythical, inexplicable, out of reach “something”, which irresistibly attracts people. 

Which mystery could look more captivating than the one based on a true story, yet perceivable even if the official version has been manipulated, changed, selected and actually rewritten?
  My interest to Rennes-le-Château goes back up to 2005, when I read The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail and The Da Vinci Code. These books pushed me to look for other sources about this topic, as articles, books, websites, and so on. Among all the documents turning around this intrigue, one in particular attracted my attention. 

It is known to the most as Le Serpent Rouge – Notes sur Saint-Germain-des-Prés et Saint-Sulpice  de Paris.
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                        The origins of the mystery
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                The Serpent Rouge is a booklet of a few pages, often regarded as the possible key to the riddle of Rennes-le-Château. Whoever knows the legend of the mysterious treasure discovered at the end of the XIX century by the priest Bérenger Saunière in the small village of the Languedoc-Roussillon, is aware of the cryptic verses contained in the Serpent Rouge, and knows its origin is obscure and incomprehensible, since all the traces able to lead to the production have been lost. A thorough investigation by the scholar Frank Marie, carried out in the 70’s, showed the Serpent Rouge was written on the same typewriter as the other documents included in the collection known as the Dossiers Secrets Henri Lobineau, deposited at the National Library of France in 1967. The whole deal was so put in the perspective of a mystification, whose author would be PierrePlantard.

Plantard was an activist of the French right wing, who established a political association called the "Priory of Sion - C.I.R.C.U.I.T." in 1953. According to the statute, the name derived from a mountain near the French city of Annemasse. 

The case of Rennes-le-Château came to the fore in the mid-50’s, after the newspaper La Depeche du Midi released some articles about it, attracting researchers and onlookers in the small village. Plantard sniffed a chance to get fame, so he favored the publication of the book L'Or deRennes by Gérard de Sède. Furthermore, he promoted a new image of the Priory, relating it to an ancient congregation, established by the Knights Templar with the aim to protect a "terrible secret": the existence of a bloodline derived from Jesus and Mary Magdalene, later merged into the dynasty of the Merovingian kings. 

Giving great prominence to a legend about the death of the Merovingian King Dagobert II during a hunt in the forest of Stenay, because of a conspiracy by his mayor of the palace Ebroin (679), Plantard asserted the existence of an heir, known as Sigebert IV, erased from the official history and saved by intervention of his sister. She sent him undercover in the Razès, the ancient region where the village of Rhedae (Rennes-le-Château) lied as one of the major Visigoth strongholds (VII-VIII century). According to this legend, Plantard thought that the treasure discovered by the priest Saunière would be an evidence to confirm it. He claimed then to be the last descendant of the Merovingian dynasty through the Saint-Clair family, from which he took the name in 1975.

 When the Dossiers Secrets Henri Lobineau were deposited, their connection with Rennes-le-Château was immediately clear, and for a long time they have been topic of a heated debate about their reliability. At the same time, it came to light their connection to the theories supported by Plantard, furthermore because he attempted to pass them off as confidential material, escaped to the control of the group to which it was intended, and able to cause dangerous consequences.

The Serpent Rouge is included in this dossier, it dates 17 January 1967, and it was recorded to the National Library of France on 15 February the same year. It is officially by three authors: PierreFeugère, Louis Saint-Maxent and Gaston de Koker. The only things we know about these men are their addresses, written on the cover, and that, according with the commonly shared opinion, they would have all hanged between 6 and 7 March 1967: Saint-Maxent and de Koker in the evening of 6, and Feugère early in the morning of the next day. The death certificates don’t specify the cause of death. About Feugère, for example, it is written tha he "died while transported to the hospital", so his condition would be particularly serious, if one takes into account that Rue de Cordeliers, where he lived, is located immediately behind the Hopital Dubos in Pontoise. 

Therefore, there are two possibilities: the person, who spread the causes of death, knew the men, or these causes were invented. This last hypothesis is supported by the fact that on the cover is written "the specimens of this work are for sale" at the authors’ places. If the Serpent Rouge was available just privately, it was not intended as a text for publication, but could be purchased just on request. Then one was supposed to know it existed, and where to find it. These few details highlight an intriguing story having no feedback at all, that is, on 17 January 1967, in the city of Pontoise, three men wrote a booklet intended for a small group of people. For an unspecified reason, on 15 February 1967 they recorded it at the National Library of France, and less than a month later, they were all dead.

Now, we have to add another detail to this dark sequence: the authentic recording date at the National Library of France is 20 March 1967, and it has been modified as to look like an earlier document. It is now clear that someone changed the record date so to lead to believe the booklet had very dangerous implications. This person would be able to get his hands on the documents of the National Library: maybe someone who worked there, or who had hooks inside.

 


 Beyond this disturbing aura, the text itself is a mystery since the Serpent Rouge features 13 cryptic verses as introduction, showing a different style than the other documents included in the Dossiers. They seem to have a certain poetic value, and they could even have a prior origin. It’s quite clear this origin must be after 1897, since they quote statues and decorative elements introduced in the little church of Rennes-le-Château just during the renovation works undertaken by Saunière.
 

According to the elements highlighted here, it is not possible to determine objectively if the Serpent Rouge is true or false, but it seems very plausible it’s a work by Pierre Plantard. Anyway, given its importance in the mystery of Rennes-le-Château, I analyzed it beyond the suspects, just to verify its role in the riddle.
 There are many evidences leading to believe that Saunière really discovered something in the ancient pillar of the altar, and the expensive works on the church and on the surrounding properties, show that  in the small village of Rennes-le-Château something inexplicable really happened. Maybe Pierre Plantard exploited this story to achieve fame, but actually the existence of a lineage descending from Jesus and Mary Magdalene is not his invention, but the subject of studies by "orthodox" science on the basis of archaeological finds and controversial alternative interpretations of biblical texts. Moreover, Saunière’s life from his arrival in the small village of the Languedoc until the events leading up to his death, was sprinkled by extravagant behaviors, among all flaunting an opulent lifestyle far above the possibility of a country priest. 

On the other hand, the works for renovating the church brought quite exceptional details. The Way of the Cross running in the opposite direction than the normal way, and a demon supporting the font are the less surprising, since there is not an official statement about the former, and the second is attested also in other churches. There are incomprehensible symbols on the walls, the floor tiles draw a chessboard, some characters depicted in the Way of the Cross wear XIX century fashioned clothes, the names of the saints placed along the nave form the word "Graal", and so on.

During my research, I noticed an inconsistency: many people believe the Serpent Rouge may hold the key to the mystery, but no one has ever systematically analyzed it. They usually take into account just the most clear words and verses, which can be explained more easily, but this is never enough to clarify the overall meaning. Above all, I noticed the attention given to the Avant-Propos has overshadowed the documents included in the following pages, which relate to the subtitle, and actually clarify its meaning, since they precisely are “Notes about Saint-Germain-des-Prés and Saint-Sulpice of Paris”. I started analyzing right these documents and I discovered they have a very close connection to the Avant-Propos. 

In the following pages, therefore, I will show the results of my search, revealing which is in my opinion the message hidden into the Avant-Propos.

I don’t know if this is the right interpretation. I know it's an interpretation making all the elements fit together and all the words have a meaning. An interpretation that, so far, no one had ever proposed.
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                The Serpent Rouge includes 13 pages, and the verses which made it famous, catching the attention of scholars and enthusiasts, are just the introduction. 
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