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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	Rudolf Joseph Lorenz Steiner (1861-1925) was an Austrian architect, social reformer, philosopher, initiate, esotericist, occultist, and clairvoyant.

	Born in Murakirály (now Donji Kraljevec, Croatia) on February 25 1861, Steiner gained initial recognition at the end of the nineteenth century as a literary critic and published several works including The Philosophy of Freedom. At the beginning of the twentieth century, influenced by Christian Gnosticism, he founded an esoteric spiritual movement, Anthroposophy, with roots in German idealist philosophy and Theosophy.

	In the first, more philosophically oriented phase of this movement, Steiner attempted to find a synthesis between science and spirituality. His philosophical work of these years, which he termed "spiritual science", sought to apply what he saw as the clarity of thinking characteristic of Western philosophy to spiritual questions, differentiating this approach from what he considered to be vaguer approaches to mysticism. In a second phase, beginning around 1907, he began working collaboratively in a variety of artistic media, including drama, dance and architecture, culminating in the building of the Goetheanum, a cultural centre to house all the arts. In the third phase of his work, beginning after World War I, Steiner worked on various ostensibly applied projects, including Waldorf education, biodynamic agriculture, and anthroposophical medicine. He advocated a form of ethical individualism, to which he later brought a more explicitly spiritual approach. He based his epistemology on Johann Wolfgang Goethe's world view in which «thinking is no more and no less an organ of perception than the eye or ear. Just as the eye perceives colours and the ear sounds, so thinking perceives ideas». A consistent thread that runs through his work is the goal of demonstrating that there are no limits to human knowledge.

	Steiner died in Dornach, Switzerland, on 30 March 1925, aged 64. He is considered one of the greatest and most influential spiritual masters of the twentieth century.

	The Mysteries and their Wisdom, the Rudolf Steiner’s study which we propose to our readers today, is taken from Christianity as Mystical Fact, a Steiner’s primitive and fundamental work, first published in German in 1902 under the title Das Christentum Als Mystische Tatsache und die Mysterien des Altertums; an essay that, in Steiner's intentions, intends to demonstrate how Christianity was born from what had been prepared in the pre-Christian Mysteries. This is a theory that is certainly questionable and refuted by many philosophers and intellectuals, including Arturo Reghini and Friedrich Nietzsche. However, Christianity as Mystical Fact constitutes the foundation of Rudolf Steiner's thought and of the theories that he will later develop more completely on the nature of Christ and Christianity.

	Christianity, in reality, was not simply a further and natural development of the wisdom and theological doctrines of the ancient mystery cults, but a completely new phenomenon, absolutely foreign to Western Tradition. A doctrine artfully crafted with the aim of social control and domination of consciences, destined to destroy the freedom and religious plurality that had characterized the civilizations of the Mediterranean and the Roman Empire for centuries.

	According to Steiner, «A kind of mysterious veil hangs over the manner in which spiritual needs were satisfied during the older civilisations by those who sought a deeper religious life and fuller knowledge than the popular religions offered. (…) We see how popular religions cannot give man what his heart desires. He recognizes the existence of Gods, but knows that ordinary ideas about them do not solve the great problems of existence. Seek wisdom that is jealously guarded by a community of priest-sages. His aspiring soul seeks refuge in this community. If he is found by the sages to be sufficiently prepared, he is led by them, step by step, towards higher knowledge, to places hidden from the eyes of external observers. What then happens to him is hidden from the uninitiated. He seems for a time to be entirely removed from earthly life and to be transported into a hidden world. When he reappears in the light of day a different, quite transformed person is before us. We see a man who cannot find words sublime enough to express the momentous experience through which he has passed. Not merely metaphorically but in a most real sense does he seem to have gone through the gate of death and to have awakened to a new and higher life. He is, moreover, quite certain that no one who has not had a similar experience can understand his words».
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