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PREFACE



	 


	We are living in the end of the age. Believe it or not we are in the very last of the last days! It is necessary for any serious believer of the true Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Alpha and Omega and the Beginning and the End to “really watch”. It is important for the believer to watch unto prayer in order for constant power to flow from the Holy Spirit to energize the believer to live in faith, in wisdom and in obedience. God has concluded the ‘matter’ by leaving us with His perfect guide-Bible; it means our foundation should be built on the Word. Any so called new revelations which are strange to the bible must be rejected. No revelation should contradict scripture. Be wise; do not live on any human doctrine that is not based on the Bible. Do not become a shadow of yourself, live by the bible; let it be the final authority in your life.


	Thus, no matter what any Bishop, Evangelist, Archbishop or any other may say, if only such statements contradict the scriptures, then they should be seen immediately as ‘wolves in sheep clothing.’  We all must guard against any attempt to dilute the word (Bible) in any way.  In 2 Timothy 3:16, we read that God’s spirit moved the authors to pen down the scriptures.  Every true believer must defend the scriptures jealously, by reading it, preaching it, and living it. Is it not strange that on Larry King live, on the 20th of June 2005, Joel Osteen, a popular US evangelist said clearly in an answer to a question by the Host, Larry King, that ‘he’ (Osteen) was not sure and that he  did not know whether Jesus was the only way to Heaven or not. 


	‘I am the way, the truth and the life, no man goes to the father but by me’. John 14:16


	In this age of putrefaction, homosexuals are ordained as priests in some churches, and pre-marital sex is the order of the day. Things have gone so alarming that people who come out to state the truth (and not necessarily the fact) are branded as controversial and it seems that compromise and liberalism are the norm. Holiness is now old fashioned, keeping ones virginity intact seems old fashioned and Christian dressing and adornment have been relegated to the background, moderation is now out of our books, the world has entered the church and the church has entered the world, in other words, there has been an unholy matrimony between the church and the world. What is heartwarming and reassuring, however, is that in this end time, when men are cast down, there will be a lifting up for the true and sincere seekers of the Lord. It is refreshing, that even in our times, some are still true and sincere in their beliefs.  Many are still poor in the spirit and thus do hunger and thirst after righteousness. Many are seriously getting filled day by day by the spirit and are doing exploits for the Lord. In short, there is a remnant that is still faithful to the only bonafide master of the Universe -JESUS.


	This book throws a microscopic observation on the state of Christianity today. This book places emphasis on spiritual conclusions that are made purely through the validation of the Spirit and the Word. Several issues regarding the authenticity of the bible, homosexuality, gay gene, premarital sex, fashion, laminin amongst others and the deity of Jesus are looked at. This book is intended to strengthen those who worship in truth and spirit and to encourage spirit-filled believers. The wishy-washy shall receive “heat” from this book. Salient issues are raised and thorny issues are addressed. I believe the Holy Spirit backs this book.  Any reader shall have his/her cup full.  I know most people do not read the bible quotations in most books, but, you will be doing a great disservice to yourself if you ignore the bible quotations in this book. The quotations in this special book are meant to give a special meaning to the points raised. This is not a money-making venture but a battle for man’s soul. Heaven and Hell are real, accept Jesus and receive life now. 


	I trust that, as you go through the pages of this book, your faith shall be ignited.
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1 - INTRODUCTION



	 


	“…And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” Acts 11:26b.


	It’s clear from the passage above that the word Christian came up first in Antioch as a result of the Christ-like behavior of the early disciples of Jesus Christ.  The disciples indeed were like Christ in character and attitude and so were called Christians.  This presupposes that one cannot call him/herself a Christian without being like Christ. If you are truly a Christian, others will see Him (Jesus) in you.  How can anybody who knows his bearings and who claims to be a Christian behave contrary to the character of Jesus Christ? Thus saith the Lord, ‘Let your light so shine before men that they may glorify your father who is in heaven’. The aforementioned clearly epitomizes the fact that, those who claim their Christianity is only in their heart, are simply deluded or are suffering from serious inexcusable ignorance. This book has become so important as a result of several opinions about how today’s Christian ought to be, do, live, think, or comport themselves while they walk on this earth. Many tragically say:  ‘Christianity is in the heart and so it does not matter what they do, say or act’. Such people forget the bible enjoins the saints to be living sermons; they also forget the scriptures enjoins the saint to be salt and light -Matt. 5:13-16. Such ignoramuses forget that, wherever light goes, it cannot be hidden but would be seen. Shall we continue in sin so that grace abounds? God forbid! 


	Rom 6:1-2 ‘What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?


	The surest and unmistakable mark of your salvation through Christ is your clear demonstration of power over sin. If you are truly saved, sin shall not reign in your mortal body! Christianity does not licensee you to sin; it rather empowers you to live without sin. In Christ you have the grace to live without sin. In Christianity, you are located within a certain habitat called Christ. In Christ we exercise dominion over the works of the flesh and practice righteousness. In Christ, righteousness is a habit, it’s a lifestyle. True righteousness bears the fruit of the Spirit.


	Some of the messages from our pulpits are clearly dichotomous to what Jesus himself taught and stood for; although I admit this phenomenon has been there for really a long time, there is no denying the fact there has been a surge in its frequency. The serious Christian ought to really test the spirits.   The saddest part is many Christians have become so tenacious in their fellowship with the world they have become very indifferent to even clearly stated biblical guidelines and injunctions. So many Christians have become so ‘sin – loving’ that they have completely forgotten that the Lord died to break the power of sin. Such are the believers who say, without conviction, ‘with God all things are possible’, and yet, they say ‘it’s impossible to live without sin’.  What an irony! They now pick and choose between what is or is not possible and what they ought to obey and what they ought not to. Today and rather shamefully, many make their would-be wives pregnant before they go to the altar and yet deluded preachers ‘bless’ such marriages. It’s now strange to live as a virgin but okay to live in fornication. Today, most men dress and cover almost all their body parts, but we say the woman is best dressed when her breasts and other sensitive parts are exposed; what a paradox!  Strangely, some singers and musicians who are consciously or unconsciously being inspired by the Spirit of Jezebel and others who are also   being controlled by familiar-spirits see no wrong with such dressing. Today, people call ‘holiness-preaching’ preachers as ‘raw and unrefined’. The ‘wishy –washy’ and ‘cold’ preachers have become the liberals who are given many invitations to preach in the name of modernity. Such fashion-crazy preachers are those whose sugar-coated messages receive loud applause without a single tear drop or conviction from the congregation.


	 ‘…. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.’ Matthew 7:22, 23.


	 The truth is now being crucified amidst popular acclamation! Sometimes, I become baffled and so amazed at how some Christians so easily perceive the opinions of their preachers as being biblical. These perceptions are held in many cases irrespective of subjecting these sermons to any content analysis .Is it a matter of shear laziness on the part of some Christians to ‘bible study’? Why can’t people test the word of their pastors and evangelists with the scriptures? The miracles you see in your church may not be from the Lord. You need to find out and determine the authenticity or genuineness of these ‘so called’ men of God by observing their fruits. If you want to make Heaven, you shall be more interested in what they say or teach than the miracles. 


	Dear Christian, the strength of your Christianity lies with your personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  What will save you is your personal faith in Christ. 


	The following questions are worth considering: what is your quite time like?  How practical is your faith? When last did you read the bible, when last did you pray for one hour alone in your room or with your family? Do you really think one can obey the Holy Scriptures or live the Bible today? Do you know that you belong to the kingdom of God and so righteousness is your habit?  Do you know that you have power over Satan, sin and sickness? Are your confessions just in your mouth or are you living practically as a Child of God? When last did you pray in the spirit? When last did you fast? When last did you pray for the sick or preached the gospel? Do you really believe in your hearts of heart that Jesus is the only way to heaven? Do you know that you can never claim to be a true disciple of Christ if you do not believe He is the only way? 


	‘I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but by me’ John 14:6


	Every true Christian believes this because Christ cannot lie. Are you in agreement with Titus 2:11, 12?  ‘For the grace of God that brunet salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world’.


	 Heb. 12:14, ‘Follow peace with all men and holiness without which no man shall see the Lord’? 


	Please, if there were no dangers of backsliding, Jesus would ever have said


	 “…Remember Lots wife (Luke 17:32) and” 


	Paul would never have said in 2 Corinthians 13:5 


	‘…Examine yourselves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves'. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?








2 - CHRISTIANITY AND RELIGION



	 


	The Collins English Dictionary/Desktop Edition defines religion “as belief in, worship of, or obedience to a supernatural power or powers considered to be divine or to have control of human destiny.” We thus mention Islamic, Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism etc. as examples. Religion thus leads us to God. Now, what if, God became flesh and dwelt with us and showed us the way of life? The Bible says God (The Word) became flesh and dwelt amongst us (see John 1:1-17). In Christianity, God is in us and we are in Him. We are mingled with God’s Spirit! Religion is thus man’s attempt to reach God but Christianity is God, reaching out to man.


	The Truth is, all religions have their founders as being mere mortals who died and truly, their graves are here with us. Indeed, their graves are here with us and history and independent minds attest to this. It is also well-known that only Jesus Christ has His tomb empty.  History attest to this and in-spite of all attempts to dilute the resurrection story of Christ, the story has travelled well through the years? From our primary school days, we were taught Christianity is a religion just like Islam and others. The question is: ‘Is Christianity a mere religion or is there something more?’


	The truth is all the founders of the world’s religions were men who received special gifts or powers from a supernatural source. The source of their motivation or faith is revealed in the lives of their followers today.


	Did Jesus also merely receive gift(s) like the others or was he different?   Why did Jesus say ‘…He was Alpha and Omega (Rev 1:8.11; 21:6:22:13)’?  What makes Christianity so persecuted across the world especially in the Arab countries and amongst Muslims? 


	Qur’an 9:29-Fight against Christians and Jews “until they pay the tribute readily, being brought low.”


	Is it due to the claims alluded to Jesus in the bible about His deity?  What if the claims are true? What if what Jesus said of Himself and what the bible says about Him are truth? The issue about a true understanding of the true identity of Jesus and Christianity are thus, matters of life and death. Why it that in some countries like Saudi Arabia, bible distribution is banned?  Is it because the  leaders of these countries fear the well-established claim by Christians that  the Word  have power to change, transform or convert souls? If it is true that the authorities in these countries worship the true God and Christians worship a pseudo-God as some claim then why should they fear the bible and other Christian literature? Why don’t they allow the distribution of the bible without fear or persecution as the Christians do to other religious materials and books in predominantly Christian countries? The answer is simple the same hatred Satan had for Jesus has been carried over to the true believers of today.


	One thing that is clear to the opposers of true Christianity is the same power that made the early apostles such as Peter, Paul etc endure such atrocities, hatred, barbarism, ostracizing, stoning, maiming and rejection still active today. Such fellows wonder and continue to be in awe as to how people who are well known for previous questionable lifestyles could completely live in purity and godliness (a term called ‘born-again’). They are still looking for an explanation to the claims of the true miracles that are performed daily by Christians. They lack such explanation so they take the easy path of flatly saying that the claims of these Christians about miracles are not true. This is very surprising because Christians all over the world claim to have seen, done or received such special touch of grace that produces these miracles. Are all Christians all over the world thus liars? What a pity! Well I have news for such people; I also experience miracles on daily basis. I am a living proof of the fact that, Jesus died for the sins of the world and rose the third day and that at the mention of the name JESUS, every knee shall bow! Witches today fear the name, occults still fear and true worshippers live in total purity and holiness through the power in the name; I can attest to this personally. However, not all those who say Lord, Lord, are true. Test the Spirits!


	Many today are charlatans who use Christianity as a means of living and their sole preoccupation is to deceive the people especially the gullible, the lazy and the careless souls. However, this phenomenon is not alien to any human enterprise. Without excuses though, I would say the fields of medicine, teaching, law etc., all have charlatans. 


	Friend, ponder over this again, what on earth could have caused the early disciples such as Peter, Stephen, Mathew and several hundreds of them to endure crucifixion, being eaten by lions, stoning, beheadings, beatings, hunger, thirsts, imprisonments, etc.? What on earth will cause a person like Paul of Tarsus, a well-known scholar to have suffered such atrocities? Were they foolish, deluded confused or mad?  What on earth could have caused all these responsible men to have endured such pains?  Why would they die for nothing if indeed it was for nothing?  What did they see, heard or felt that made them endure such horrors?  What on earth?
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