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            Contractions

          

        

      

    

    
      Contractions are great—most of the time.

      What are contractions? They’re simply a way of forming one word out of two, like I did at the beginning of this sentence. I said “they’re” instead of “they are”.

      And they work great most of the time—usually right up until they don’t. I haven’t seen any problems with contractions like can’t, don’t, won’t, and didn’t. They are short for ‘can not’, ‘do not’, ‘will not’, and ‘did not.’ And I’ve never seen people mess them up.

      But where contractions get messed up is when the shortened version sounds similar to something else, whether it’s a real word or not. Our first example is about the mix-ups that occur with words that mean nothing,  The second example is about words that sound alike.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            “Should of” and “Would of” and “Could of”
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