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  Introduction




  Life is all about making decisions that could affect a person’s life for the rest of his/her living days. Therefore, for a baby to be born, one or two people firstly have to make a decision to bring the child into the world, which is the reason why so many people are suffering in this world today because some are born accidentally, but yet parents decide to give birth to them. We all have to live every day making choices that could bring consequences in our future life. The question we all have today is that how can one make decisions that will bring good results? What is it that one has to sow that will make him/her reap a good harvest? Everybody wants to be loved, to be rich, to be successful, yet we get disappointed when things do not go the way we want all the time. Some are lucky with the way things are happening in their lives, but many are in agony trying to change mistakes that they made in the past and the things that are happening in their lives that they never planned. All the drivers on the road plan to reach home in time being healthy and alive, but some are stuck on the way. Some die on the way while their relatives are waiting for them to arrive home alive and happy; but it is the way of life, things do not happen the way we want all the time. Ecclesiastes 9:11 in the bible says that, “I have seen something else under the sun: the race is not swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to them all. Moreover, no one knows when their hour will come.”




  When we reach the stage where we have to marry or get married, it is a moment where one could wish to know what is in the heart of the other person. It is a challenging part where one will have to choose between parents and the spouse. We can spend 30 years together, trying to learn and understand each other’s way of doing things, but yet we can’t open each other’s heart and see what is inside of the other person’s heart. Unfortunately, we cannot enter into each other’s heart because God knew if that was possible, then the world today would be left with nothing since people like doing things behind the other person’s back. People like plotting; people can enter into marriage with different reasons that we can’t even try to think about. Nobody knows the secret of life; we all want peace and harmony, but the decisions we make every day can bring peace or sorrow. Let the wise find a true way of living and make the right decision that will bring joy and celebration, so that the world may know the right way to make a decision. The history of our society is written in our minds because when we are born, our parents nurture us and show us the way of living depends on their experiences. It says, you go to school, you go to university, you graduate, you find a job, you build a house for your parents, you buy a car, and then you get married. If your parents have siblings younger than you, you will have to make sure you educate them before marriage. But what happens when you find true love beyond their expectation; when you want to have your own experience of life; when you want to do the unusual things? If we all have to follow the history of society, who will be celebrated for going deeper to experience new things and find victory?




  

  Chapter One




  Margret is a twenty-two-year-old girl studying at the University of Venda, working on her second year. She stays on the university premises, where her parents managed to pay for her room. They are good parents who make sure that they provide everything that their child needs; she does not lack any necessity that has to be available for her studies. Her father, Mr. Mulaudzi, seems to be very strict at home, but her mother is a cool woman who doesn’t want to control anyone or give advice unless it is asked for. She is a housewife who makes sure that everything is available for her husband and children, but she does not appreciate being made into a slave forced to clean up after her family. Margret is the first born, followed by three brothers. Elizabeth, Margret’s mother, had a thirst for education when she was Margret’s age, but she met her husband and was married after passing grade twelve. He promised her that she would further her studies after giving birth to Margret, already on the journey to earth with six months to go; this was also the reason why they got married. Elizabeth’s dream was to become a nurse, but her husband, Margret’s father, failed to fulfill his promise to allow her to further her studies after Margret’s birth. Instead, Elizabeth was ordered to stay home and raise her children. She never dreamt of becoming a dependent wife who would ask her husband questions about everything, but there was no turning back nor going forward. This decision was made for her; her parents couldn’t afford to provide her with a college education. Now, as a married woman, she asks herself questions that never help her because she never finds the answers. If I were to be a working mother, would my husband ignore me the way he always does? Will my children disrespect me? Would I be lonely the way I am? Wouldn’t I be the most gorgeous woman in the world? Though she has an intra-personal communication, sometimes when her daughter Margret is home for her holidays, Elizabeth asks her daughter about how she feels about being an independent woman, unlike her mother.




  “Mom, I don’t want to lie. I can surely see that you are not happy, and there is no woman who can be happy if her dreams just vanished away into thin air without coming to pass for the world to see.”




  “You want to tell me that you are not proud of me as your mother.”




  “I’m not saying that, Mom. I’m saying that you still have a chance to follow your career if you think you won’t have another child. You have a great opportunity to make your dream come true.”




  “No wonder your father never wanted me to be educated. If it makes a person as disrespectful as you are being right now, then it is not good for a woman. Actually, I’m old enough to forget about my dreams of becoming a nurse.”




  “I’m sorry for talking to you like that. But if you really yearn to be a nurse, you can still make it. Age is just a number for education. And at the University of Venda, we have many older people like you who are furthering their studies.”




  “I will think about it, but I don’t think my brain is sharp as it was long ago.” “If you tell yourself that you are going to make it, nothing will stop you.” “Okay, go now. I heard you.”




  Margret is challenging her mother and pushing her to study, and it will just create a dilemma between her and her husband. She really wants to be a nurse, but her husband won’t allow her to study. Even part-time studying and practice is prohibited. He wants her to be available when he comes home from work. He must be served dinner, as he never liked the idea of being served by a maid when he has a wife. He does not want a wife who will be available to the whole world, but who will suit his own needs. Elizabeth knows her husband is adamant to can sacrifice his needs for her.




  Margret’s father works as a social worker. Apart from being so strict and controlling, he is a good man who knows how to provide for his family. They live in a town called Tshilamba. It is a location where only those who can put hands in their pockets and come out with money stay.




  Margret is a wonderful, wise, young girl. She passed her matric with three distinctions and she is studying BCOM Accounting. She has also received a bursary that covers her tuition fees and books; her parents only pay for her accommodation, food, and clothing. It is always a challenge for parents when their children approach university because they want new expensive clothes, new hair styles every month, and the newest laptops. As today’s life is very expensive, it is a great challenge for a parent who is the only bread winner in the family. Margret’s father is a very proud man because his daughter is studying the most difficult degree at the university and is doing well; her first-year academic record was very neat without any subminimum or failures. He always says that he will have to retire when she finishes her studies so that she can help him financially to further the education of her brothers so that he can rest and eat his retirement money, relaxing at home and rewarding himself for having such an intelligent daughter. Whenever he is given an opportunity at church to preach, he spends most of his time telling other parents how foolish they are for allowing their children to give birth before being independent. He always says, “How can a child give birth to a child? Their grandmothers had been impregnated, their mother is also impregnated, they are impregnated, their children will be impregnated, and their children’s children will also be impregnated. It is a formula of the family; the sour tree comes from the root. To get rid of the tree, we first have to dig to follow all the roots under the ground, which is impossible.”




  Many people wonder, what will stop his daughter from getting married in a white wedding? Though he and his wife were married traditionally and legally, Margret is going to be very educated, so every man will want to marry her whenever he is having braai with his friends during the weekend at the back of his big house. He tells them that all the money he is using to educate his children will come back when his only daughter gets married. “She is the only daughter I have. The man who will marry her must pay R60 000. Yes!! R20 000 is for the fact that I don’t have any other girl except her. So for my heart to be at halcyon, he must pay that or nothing. Life is all about reaping and sowing. So what will be my benefit if my money does not come back?” When he says this, his friends just look at each other and remain silent. They know that he is a proud man who seems to be comfortable with what life is putting before him.




  He made choices in his life that are now bringing him good results. He never stops to think about his wife. Is she happy being a housewife? Is she willing to learn new styles? Does she want new, fashionable clothes? She is living a miserable life because she is doing something she never thought of; her dream never came true. If only she knew before marriage that he would treat her like this, then she wouldn’t have married him. They fell in love when she was in high school while he was already working. He seemed to be a wonderful man who would do anything to make his wife happy. He never seemed like a selfish, arrogant man who wants things to be done his way and his way only. He is a man who does not want to give up his wishes to make someone happy; others have to sacrifice their happiness for him every day. He promised her that once they were married, he would make sure that she would enjoy him as her husband. He promised all the happiness in the world; what more could a woman want? Every girl in their village was so desperate to marry him, but today everyone pities her. They can see that she is not happy at all; even Margret knows that. But what can she do?




  Whenever he is in a good mood at home, Margret asks him, “Papa! Do you think Mom is happy being a housewife?”




  “My daughter, your mom is very happy; I make sure that she gets all of her needs. There is nothing that can make her unhappy.”




  “Papa, you cannot be sure until you ask her. I don’t think she is happy. She is always enraged, shouting and yelling if we do not cooperate with her cleanliness. Don’t you think if she could find a job that would keep her busy she might be happy?”




  “Margret, no wife of mine will go to work!”




  “So Papa, if she can’t work, why are you letting me study?”




  “Because I want you to be independent; I don’t want you to suffer. What if you do not find a good husband like I am to your mother? I’m doing this to protect you from any man who will marry you so that you may not be abused.”




  “Daddy that is why Mom is not happy. You don’t want her to work because there are people who may support her dream and bring light into her life. You want her to always be stuck with you so that she won’t have a chance to oppose you. Because if she does, she won’t have the option of whether to leave you or stay with you because she depends on you.”




  afraid that she may learn to say ‘no’ to what you want. You are afraid that she may meet new




  afraid that she may learn to say ‘no’ to what you want. You are afraid that she may meet new




  Whenever Margret says things like this, he gets angry and does not talk to her for a week or two. In his mind, this isn’t true; he provides everything for Elizabeth. How can she not be happy? Educated people are very stubborn, very adamant. That is why this child speaks to me this way, he thinks whenever Margret brings up the topic. Not even once does he bother to ask his wife if she wants a change in her life. Margret tries to provoke him so that he will have the guts to ask his wife if she is really happy with her life or if she wants a change. Unfortunately, he never bothers to ask her; he simply believes that she is happy.




  Mr. Mulaudzi learned that in order for his daughter to stop asking questions, he must have fewer conversations with her, because every time they speak, she always brings up the topic of her mother. He even tells himself that if Margret was his wife, he would stop educating her because if she is this talkative before even finishing her studies then she would be a thorn in the side of the man who is going to marry her, but fortunately she is a daughter to him. It is a bad luck for him because he has three sons who will adopt his way of doing things; they will learn to be as rude and moronic to their wives as their father is - like father like son. It is a pity for all the women who will be married to them; maybe they will learn to be different, maybe they are aware of how bad their father is and hopefully would want to avoid his mistakes in their own marriage. A good marriage and relationship is based on saying ‘no’ when the person is free to do as they please without the fear of losing their partner. Only God knows what will happen to Margret’s mother in her lifetime. She even feels bad because when she was growing up in her village, Maladani, she used to admire her friend’s parents. Though they were not rich, they were so happy. Happiness in marriage is defined by seeing two people who are always at peace. They are not afraid to express their opinions, they associate with others, they play together, unlike a woman in an abusive marriage who will try to distance herself from friends and relatives because she is ashamed of what is happening in her life. She hates herself, but she does not know how to escape the relationship. She is in a deep pit where she thinks nobody can restore her to her normal life; she does not believe she can do anything by herself without the man who is robbing her of a chance to show the world her talent.




  Elizabeth had a dream that she would have a husband like her friend’s father, but her dream became a shock to her. Her friend’s parents would go to collect wood in the mountains during the holidays. They would go to the river together and she knew that there was no way a cat and a dog could walk together on the journey. For them to walk together, it also meant that they were happy together and they enjoyed each other’s company. Unfortunately, Elizabeth’s husband is all about ordering her to do things in his own time. If he wants hot water to bathe, he will yell at her if she spends lots of time delaying him. How can she boil so much water in five minutes? Once she is done preparing the water, he will be long gone somewhere out of rage. When he comes back, the water will already be cold and he will just become angrier and demand hot water again. One day when I paid them a visit, he wanted soft porridge, so Elizabeth asked me to make home-cooked soft porridge because she was busy washing clothes in the bathroom. When I was busy, he found me pouring water inside the soft porridge. It was not right for me to do that because the porridge was already done, but it was not the way it was supposed to be; it was too stiff to be called a soft porridge. Instead of talking to me, he just yelled at his wife, who was in the bathroom asking her if this girl was making the soft porridge for him.




  “Elizabeth! Am I really going to eat this soft porridge? If yes, then you better come and do it yourself because I won’t eat the rubbish your girl is preparing. As he was saying all of this, I was shivering by the stove, not knowing whether to move or to continue doing what I was told to do. Elizabeth saved me by coming and preparing another soft porridge. She threw away the one that I prepared because surely he was not going to eat it; he is such a cruel man who can’t even pretend in the presence of a visitor that all is well. If you do something wrong, he won’t talk to you; he will just scream at his wife and tell her to do it for him, whether she is busy or not. Anyway, that is the choice she made for herself; she will have to bear with it.




  That is the situation of Margret’s family. She wishes she could change her father’s perspective, but it is impossible because he does not see anything wrong with his behavior. He believes that everything is fine and that nothing is wrong with him; he is the best husband any woman could ask for. I wonder why he does not ask himself why no one has ever told him how intense he is to the community and his family. Trying to change a man who cannot see his own mistakes is as difficult as trying to turn blood into water.




  

  Chapter Two




  Margret likes staying on campus because it makes her connect with other students; whenever she misunderstood the lecturer it gave her the opportunity to ask other students without hesitation. She is a young girl who has a skin tone that makes so many guys to like her, but she always turns them down. She learned a lesson from her mother that unless you are independent in life, you can never be free from men. She told herself that she will first get a job after graduation and then date anyone who will show interest in her. She is a girl who lives by her principles; she is very smart and likes to serve God in all of the possible ways she can. She is still a virgin and she is so proud to know that she kept her pride until marriage. She understands the Bible so well, believes that sex before marriage is a sin, and she told herself that she wants a legitimate marriage and to have legitimate children. Her parents also know that whoever wins their daughter’s heart will be very lucky. She hurt one of the university students who proposed to her for love. She responded to him so calmly as if she really liked him, but her answer was so bitter she said: “you guys surprise me a lot, have you ever seen a man going to the garage to buy a car without money and permanent job? It is impossible, the garage manager might just laugh at him and end up losing his job because of him. That’s what you are doing now, you are going to make me laugh, but because today is my birthday and I’m in a good mood, I won’t laugh at you, save yourself, and go before I embarrass you.” It was so horrible for the guy to experience such dilemma; luckily, he was alone with her and he just vanished from her. She was definitely serious when she told him all of that. I remember one day when two men called her to join them . One of the men was dating a friend of hers, so they thought they can hook her up with the other man, but they were so drunk, to the point where one could think that the next day, they wouldn’t remember anything they said. When they told her why they called her, she just laughed at them; she couldn’t talk, they thought she was going to insult them, so they were ready for her. She was one out of three, it was bad luck for them because she just laughed at them until she ran away laughing. They could hear her in her room laughing until her stomach hurt and told her that it can’t hold any longer she better stop laughing. When she woke up the next day, they couldn’t talk to her, they were still angry with her for laughing at them. I guess no one wants to be treated like a fool, whether drunk or not. She then learned that drunken people do not forget the things they say when they are drunk; they just pretend because when they are drunk, they can be able to talk without being shy.




  Margret is a gorgeous girl who likes keeping herself clean and smart all the time; she is tall and a medium girl. She knows how to choose clothes and they also suit her. With her marvelous shape, nothing can refuse to enter into her body, but she respects herself; she does not just wear every fashion style she sees in the store, she knows when to say no to clothing that might expose her body and her dignity. She also never allowed any friend to make her feel guilty for not wearing the new styles that makes her uncomfortable. However, many girls wear new styles just for the sake of being accepted by their friends. They just go with everything that their friends suggest because to them it is like their friends can never be wrong. But Margret always stood her ground and now they respect her wishes and love her as she is: a confident girl who does not allow other people to leave her life, but only take their advice when she thinks it can help her. Many friends always go to her for advice because they trust her and know that they can count on her; she knows where she stands, and when to quit a friendship. She learned that from her mother who always bows to other people even when they are hurting her just to avoid being alone. She feared losing the people she loved and allowed them to walk all over her everything they want without her permission. She was not always happy because they will always be available to her and vanish from her when they don’t need her. They could always leave and come back and find her available when they need her again. Therefore, Margret made a vow in her life through her mother’s mistakes. She will never allow anyone to walk over her.




  Everyone close to her enjoys her openness and honesty, she cannot pretend to like somebody and start a friendship. She makes sure every friendship she starts has to do with her benefiting from the other or the other person benefitting from her, she always says that. There is no way one can start a friendship to hurt someone if his/her mind is in the right position, people who start a friendship with a purpose to hurt others need psychological help. If you love yourself, you will always understand how to love someone, you can never be a friend to anyone if you are not a friend of your own self. People who always hurt others, are people who are defeated in their own lives, who believes that there is nothing good in the world; they're being defeated bears fruits of hurting others to make others also be defeated and end up believing the same statement . Margret is a wonderful girl whom everyone in the world can wish to befriend her because when you are with her, you will know that it is because she really likes you; nobody wants to be associated with people who are just pretending to them, everyone wants real love. Even the people who always pretend to others also need real love, but they don’t want to love back, they forget that love is a seed that you sow in order to reap the harvest of being loved back. Unfortunately, not all of us reap good harvest even when we tried our best to seed; we get hurt along the way and end up believing that there is no true love in the world. Only those who rise up and carry their heads high, refusing to be the victim of love, will end up getting married or marry again, even when they got hurt by their true love; they still believe that they need love to continue living life and forgetting the past. Everyone who is unstable today believe that there is no true love and there is no one who can make them happy because they got hurt along the way and now they set their boundaries that they will never fall in love again. That is the results of being the victim of a situation. They cannot utter anything good about love, they live their life hurting others who are close to them; unfortunately, unless they change, no one can help them. The fact that you are hurt does not mean you won’t be healed, it does not mean you won’t be loved again, and it also means that you may get hurt again; it is just that the second time might not hurt as the first because you will be already prepared.




  When Margret was still in high school, she had a friend who was always coming to school crying most of the day because her mother got divorced by her husband. Her name is Sharon, so Sharon’s mother got hurt to a point where she told herself that she will only live with her daughter she won’t get married again. Unfortunately, even when a person can vow to not love again, the body will demand its needs; there is nothing harder than seeing a woman who was married, living alone. She used to be satisfied whenever she needed intimacy, but now she is alone, she will have to rage out when her body speaks to her. She will take her anger out on her daughter, Sharon, yelling at her and insulting her that she is so ugly and no one can love her. She insulted her telling her how she eats like a glutton, which is why she is getting fatter like her useless father. She abused her to the point where Sharon grew up with all the words that her mother was telling her; she never believed in herself, her mother played a role of a bitter seed inside her. Sharon ended up falling in love with a guy when she was in twelfth grade, became pregnant, mocked her, and never agreed to take the responsibility of the child. Evidently, she dropped school because her mother was working as a nurse in the Tshilidzini hospital; so, nobody could take care of her child. Her mother also refused to hire a nun to take care of the child, so now she is just a girl who has no future. She was good at school, but fell in love because she needed someone who will appreciate her like her father used to do: when the guy told her how beautiful she is! She felt good for the first time after her mother’s divorce. She couldn’t see any reason to not open her legs to a boy who is appreciating her and showing her love. She started behaving badly at home. She no longer cared when her mother insulted her; she would just smile at herself thinking how much she is missing her boyfriend. Sharon and her boyfriend were just teenagers who couldn’t even raise a child together, but her mother pushed her to be the victim of love. Today Sharon is yearning to study again, but who will want to listen to her. Her mother is always late coming home, even when she has days off, she would spend her day drinking alcohol with friends. Sharon’s mother started drinking when she found out that her daughter was pregnant. She even started dating different men to satisfy her whenever she gets tired, she just throws them out and find another boyfriend. Beautiful as she is, no man can refuse her; she just kept on breaking their hearts. She was becoming so prone to the addiction of alcohol and breaking men’s hearts, she had many boyfriends that were so intense to marry her, but she chose a part of being a whore. Her profane idea destroyed not only external people, but also her own daughter. She just got it wrong, she thought her idea was to destroy men, but she will realize it later that she is the one that needs help. The world will spit her out when the hard times come, she will want a hut to hide in, but there would be no space for people like her who enjoy smashing other people’s heart in the name of being betrayed. She could have chosen to accept the betrayal and still chose to do well; being married is not the only option, but being intimate with every man is not the secret of being happy. Many women are content with what the world has offered them. Marriage is a gift; if it does not come, it does not mean it is the end of life. If one is intense with being alone, which may not create the dilemma of serving the Lord, then, let no man oppose his/her decision.
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