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Paulo Freire's 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed is a combination of
philosophical, political, and educational theory. Freire outlines a
theory of oppression and the source of liberation. In Freire's
view, the key to liberation is the awakening of critical awareness
and the thinking process in the individual. This happens through a
new type of education, one which creates a partnership between the
teacher and the student, empowering the student to enter into a
dialogue and begin the process of humanization through thought and
its correlative, action.

Freire begins his book with a preface, which introduces the idea
of developing a critical consciousness in the oppressed. Freire
introduces the problem of the fear of freedom in the oppressed,
which are affected by being submerged in a situation of oppression.
Oppressed people must see outside themselves, understand their
situation, and begin to think about their world. This happens
through dialogue in education. Freire makes it clear that his
perspective is radical, and that to agree with his theories the
reader must embrace change.

    Freire relates critical consciousness and
the resulting synthesis of thought and action as a way to reclaim
humanity, to become humanized. This, Freire contends, is a
fundamental drive of humanity, while oppression is dehumanizing,
both for the oppressed and for the oppressors. Freire states that
only the oppressed can save themselves and the oppressors from
oppression, and liberation must come from within the
oppressed...

 



To be continued...






  
Here is a Preview of What You Will Get:




⁃ A Full Book Summary



⁃ An Analysis



⁃ Fun quizzes



⁃ Quiz Answers



⁃ Etc.




Get a
copy of this summary and learn about the book.  
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Introduction

        
Paulo Freire's 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed is a combination
of philosophical, political, and educational theory. Freire
outlines a theory of oppression and the source of liberation. In
Freire's view, the key to liberation is the awakening of critical
awareness and the thinking process in the individual. This happens
through a new type of education, one which creates a partnership
between the teacher and the student, empowering the student to
enter into a dialogue and begin the process of humanization through
thought and its correlative, action.

        
Freire begins his book with a preface, which
introduces the idea of developing a critical consciousness in the
oppressed. Freire introduces the problem of the fear of freedom in
the oppressed, which are affected by being submerged in a situation
of oppression. Oppressed people must see outside themselves,
understand their situation, and begin to think about their world.
This happens through dialogue in education. Freire makes it clear
that his perspective is radical, and that to agree with his
theories the reader must embrace change.

        
Freire relates critical consciousness and the
resulting synthesis of thought and action as a way to reclaim
humanity, to become humanized. This, Freire contends, is a
fundamental drive of humanity, while oppression is dehumanizing,
both for the oppressed and for the oppressors. Freire states that
only the oppressed can save themselves and the oppressors from
oppression, and liberation must come from within the oppressed, who
must work their way through thought to a critical understanding of
reality, which leads to action.

        
Freire calls the traditional relationship of
teacher and student "banking education.” In this dysfunctional,
oppressive system, the teacher retains control and takes on the
role of an oppressor, while the student is expected to be a
passive, unthinking, follower. The teacher deposits information
into the student, who is an empty receptacle for these deposits.
Freire proposes problem-posing education as the successful
alternative to traditional education. Problem-posing education is
structured to encourage thinking in students. In this form of
education, the teacher and the student enter into partnership and
join in a dialogue to jointly come to conclusions about problems.
The solutions must not be predetermined by the teacher, but instead
must be come to together during the process of dialogue. The
teacher and students learn from each other.

        
Freire details a methodology to work with people
in a community to understand the themes that are important to their
lives and to generate objects for study, such as pictures, audio
interviews, film strips, texts, or other media, to serve as the
focus of dialogues. Then, Freire outlines how his theory applies to
politics and to the rise of revolutionary leaders among the
oppressed. He outlines four oppressive techniques that are opposed
to dialogue and that oppressive leaders use to control the people.
These are conquest, division, manipulation, and cultural invasion.
Four pro-dialogue, revolutionary techniques stand in opposition to
these and must be used by revolutionary leaders. These are
cooperation, unity for liberation, organization, and cultural
synthesis.

        

  
Paolo Freire’s 
  
Pedagogy of the Oppressed
  
 develops a theory of education fitted to the
needs of the disenfranchised and marginalized members of capitalist
societies. Combining educational and political philosophy, the book
offers an analysis of oppression and a theory of liberation. Freire
believes that traditional education serves to support the dominance
of the powerful within society and thereby maintain the powerful’s
social, political, and economic 
  
status quo
  
. To overcome the oppression endemic to an
exploitative society, education must be remade to inspire and
enable the oppressed in their struggle for liberation. This new

  

style
  
 of education focuses on
consciousness-raising, dialogue, and collaboration between teacher
and student in the effort to achieve greater humanization for
all.


        

  
For Freire, education is political and
functions either to preserve the current social order or to
transform it. The theories of education and revolutionary action he
offers in 
  
Pedagogy of the Oppressed
  
 are addressed to a radical 
  

audience
  
 committed to the struggle for liberation from
oppression. Freire’s own commitment to this struggle developed
through years of teaching literacy to Brazilian and Chilean
peasants and laborers. His efforts at educational and political
reform resulted in a brief period of imprisonment followed exile
from his native Brazil for fifteen years.


        

  
Pedagogy of the Oppressed 
  
begins with a preface in which Freire asserts
the importance of consciousness-raising, or 
  
conscientização
  
, as the means enabling the oppressed to
recognize their oppression and commit to the effort to overcome it,
taking full responsibility for themselves in the struggle for
liberation. He addresses the “fear of freedom,” which inhibits the
oppressed from assuming this responsibility. He also cautions
against the dangers of sectarianism, which can undermine the
revolutionary purpose as well as serve as a refuge for the
committed conservative.
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