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  Foreword



"Let every man do his utmost duty." - Admiral Heihachiro Togo 


The history of war and humanity are closely connected. Without first knowing how war has impacted our lives, it is impossible to appreciate the modern world. We have all witnessed the consequences of conflict and the hardship they bring about.




Various factors can cause countries to go to war. It has been claimed that a nation will begin a conflict if it perceives the advantages of war exceed the downsides and there is no amicable way to resolve the dispute. The Japanese government thought that advancing on its neighbor’s land and controlling its import market were the only ways to address the country’s demographic and economic challenges.




American leaders implemented a number of trade restrictions and economic sanctions in response to this hostility. The sanctions strengthened the Japanese people’s will to defend their position. The ability to fight is the single most crucial element in battle. The Japanese did not just have the willingness to fight for what they believed in; it was their enormous duty.




The Americans were also striving for what they thought was right. The only difference was that the Japanese also fought for their culture and against racism. They were fighting for equality. For years, Japan endured unequal treatment from western countries. The world’s finest technology is useless without the willpower to use and continue utilizing it even as fatalities mount and unforeseen disasters occur. Perhaps, it was more personal for the Japanese. They had more of the human nature of war.




All conflicts and nearly all battles are decided by considerations of human will, with very few exemptions. It said that the secret to victory in war is to break the enemy’s willpower while maintaining one’s determination to fight. While America’s economic sanctions on Japan could be categorized as breaking Japan’s willpower, it has drawn a different result.




Fighting spirit stands for the indisputably human character of conflict. In the sections below, we will look into the origins of the battle; discover what fueled the fighting spirit of the Americans and Japanese. The factors that led the Japanese to carry out an almost impossible mission of attacking Pearl Harbor will be discussed below.
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Pearl Harbor, the location of the Japanese air raid that brought America into World War II, may be seen on the bottom left side of the photo. The harbor continues to be a base for the US navy.




The Kingdom of Hawaii was flourishing and significant in 1795 due to agriculture and its advantageous location in the Pacific. Shortly after British explorer James Cook arrived on the island, American immigration, spearheaded by Protestant missionaries, and Native Hawaiian outmigration, primarily on whaling ships, started. Commencing with Kamehameha I’s institution of the Kingdom of Hawaii in 1795, the Kamehameha dynasty ruled the nation.




In 1846, under the rule of Kamehameha III, Hawaii’s independence was formally acknowledged by U.S. Secretary of State John C. Calhoun on behalf of President John Tyler. Following the declaration of Hawaiian independence, the Hawaiian Kingdom signed treaties with significant countries worldwide. It launched more than 90 legations and consulates in numerous seaports and towns. 




Moreover, after Cook arrived, Hawaii’s primary export was sugar. The first stable sugarcane plantation was established on the islands of Kauai in 1835. To grow sugar cane, William Hooper rented 980 acres (4 km2) of land from Kamehameha III. Plantations would exist on four of the major islands in thirty years. Hawaii’s economy had been entirely changed by sugar. The Americans used agricultural techniques that demanded a significant amount of labor. To be employed in the fields, large numbers of permanent immigrants arrived from the Philippines, China, and Japan.




American plantation owners’ insistence on representation in Kingdom politics marked the beginning of American influence on Hawaiian governance. The King and chiefs experienced pressure from these plantation owners in the form of requests for land ownership. The Great Mahele was Kamehameha III’s response to the petitions, which distributed the lands to all Hawaiians.




During the Great Mahele of 1848, one-third of the land was given to monarchs, another third was divided among heads and land administrators, and the final third was distributed to the commoners. The Kuleana Act of 1850 mandated that land claims be submitted within two years, but many Hawaiians failed to do so. The Republic’s administration subsequently sold most of the property to Americans from other parts of the country or auctioned it off to The Big Five (Hawaii) firms. The Big Five were a group of businesses that began as sugarcane processing companies and had significant political influence.




On July 10, 1850, the legislature enacted the Alien Land Ownership Act when opposition Kamehameha IV, Kamehameha V, and missionary physician Gerrit Judd were overseas. The law made it possible for non-citizens to own land. William Little Lee, the Chief Justice, authored the Act. William Lee was an American attorney who served as the first chief justice of the Kingdom of Hawaii’s Supreme Court. The promise of wealth brought on by an inflow of greatly needed capital and workers served as the basis for the law.




Moreover, in the 1850s, Kamehameha III sought reciprocity because Hawaii’s import taxes on sugar were significantly more outstanding. On the other hand, the Hawaiians were charging a cheaper import tax to the United States. The King wanted to make Hawaiian sugar compete with other countries by reducing American tariffs. Kamehameha III advocated reciprocity between the nations in 1854, but the United States Senate rejected the idea.




The Kamehameha Dynasty ruled the Kingdom of Hawaii from 1795 to 1874. The first elected ruler of the Hawaiian Kingdom was William Charles Lunalilo, who would also be the last leader of the Kamehameha dynasty. Lunalilo, as monarch, was satisfied to let Charles Reed Bishop handle the majority of commercial activities, but Hawaiians opposed the cession of territory. Bishop was a foreigner who wedded into the Kamehameha family and later became the Minister of Foreign Affairs for Hawaii and lived in a rural area close to Pu’uloa.
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