
[image: cover.jpg]


THE REORGANIZATION OF SPAIN BY AUGUSTUS

John James van Nostrand, Jr.

PERENNIAL PRESS

Thank you for reading. If you enjoy this book, please leave a review.

All rights reserved. Aside from brief quotations for media coverage and reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced or distributed in any form without the author’s permission. Thank you for supporting authors and a diverse, creative culture by purchasing this book and complying with copyright laws.

Copyright © 2015 by John James van Nostrand, Jr.

Published by Perennial Press

Interior design by Pronoun

Distribution by Pronoun

ISBN: 9781518327841




    [image: Image]

    
    2015

    
    
    
    



I. THE ROMAN CONQUEST OF SPAIN, 218-19 B.C.

~

    
    THE GROWTH OF CARTHAGINIAN POWER in Spain, after the first Punic War, had not failed to attract the attention of Rome, but no thought of Spain as a possible base of military operations against Italy appears to have entered the minds of Roman generals or statesmen. It is true that in 226 BC a treaty signed by Hasdrubal defined the northern limit of Carthaginian sway. This treaty made the river Ebro the boundary of Carthaginian expansion in Spain. Rome might and did make alliances south of the line, but Carthage could not advance north of it. It rested, then, with Rome to enforce the treaty, that is, to protect the territory north of the Ebro and to support her allies. But the failure to realize the Barcid menace and the engagement of her forces in Illyricum and Cisalpine Gaul caused Rome to leave the guardianship of this frontier to the free Greek city-states of northeastern Spain. The result of this shirking of responsibility was the capture of Saguntum by Hannibal in 219 BC and the unopposed march of the Carthaginian forces into Italy.

    Shortly after the outbreak of the second war between Rome and Carthage, P. Cornelius Scipio, consul, was ordered to Spain. The news of Hannibal’s rapid advance, however, led him to turn back at Massilia, after entrusting to his brother Gnaeus command of the fleet and army designed for the Spanish campaign. Beginning at Emporiae the Roman forces gradually fought their way southwards along the coast, until the year 212 BC, when the destruction of the Roman army and the loss of both leaders again gave to the Carthaginians control of all the territory south of the Ebro. The brilliant campaigns of the Younger Scipio restored Roman supremacy, and resulted in the expulsion of the Carthaginians from Spain.

    At this point Rome assumed the responsibility of imperial control of her newly acquired possessions. Military operations were commenced against those tribes which had not acknowledged the suzerainty of Rome, the city of Italica was founded, and new provincial officials were appointed. The emphasis still remained upon the military side of occupation, for the tribes accepted Roman authority with as little grace as they had that of the Carthaginians. From 207 BC, revolt, submission, oppression and revolt followed in dreary repetitions steeped in blood and filled with horrors; at times the unemotional virtues of a Cato, or the humanity of a Gracchus offered hopes of speedy and permanent submission, but their examples were not followed and the grinding process of a merciless conquest went on until the natives were exhausted. The methods of warfare employed in subjugating and controlling the Spanish tribes need not be described. A brief review, however, of the direction and extent of Roman sway is necessary as a basis for a more detailed study of the romanization of Spain under Augustus.

    The territory held by the Romans in 206 BC comprised the eastern coastline from Emporiae in the north to Carthago Nova. The capture of Gades in 206 BC had given the Romans a foothold on the Atlantic coast as well. In other words, practically all the Greek and Carthaginian settlements had fallen into their hands. Of the native tribes, many had been subdued and others made allies of the Roman people. These were the groups nearest the military posts of the Romans.

    This territory Scipio handed over to his successors, the first two provincial governors sent out by Rome. These two men, not of consular rank though granted proconsular power, were given as separate military districts the territories known as Hither and Farther Spain. It was thought that the provinces would remain pacified, and so the number of troops was reduced. But the military strength of the interior tribes was underestimated. The obstinate defense of the natives together with the lack of continuity arising from frequent changes in commanders of the invading forces reduced Roman advance to a minimum. In the year 197 BC the increasing importance of the new province was recognized, and resulted in the election of two additional praetors to replace the two temporary proconsular officials.

    News of more serious outbreaks led, in 196 BC to the assignment of one Roman legion to each province, and in 195 BC one of the consuls, M. Porcius Cato, was sent to Spain. The successes of Cato offered a marked contrast to the doubtful or fruitless victories of his predecessors. Under his leadership the Romans subdued the eastern half of the peninsula. But either through ignorance on the part of the Senate, or for local political reasons, the provinces were declared pacified, and the control passed back in 194 BC to the regularly appointed praetors. From that date up to 171 BC the Roman advance was uneven. A defeat of Aemilius Paulus in 190 BC was offset by a victory later in the same year. Discontent began to appear not only among the legionaries, but even among the commanders; due in the former case to the length of service, the distance from home, and the hardships of the Spanish campaigns; the official unrest being a proof that Spain was not the most convenient place for refilling one’s purse, or for the social and intellectual diversions which made Greece such an attractive field of operations. The pecuniary disadvantages of a Spanish command did not come from the poverty of the peninsula, for Cato had brought to Rome booty which rivalled in amount the spoils returned from the Eastern provinces. They were due to the long campaigns which left little time for systematized looting, to the wholesale destruction of their own property by the Spanish tribes, and finally to the work of Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, praetor in Hither Spain 180-179 BC, who adopted a policy of justice and kindness towards both subject and allied states, based on treaties which remained in force for twenty-three years. As a result of the subsequent interest in Spanish affairs displayed by Cato and Gracchus, and partly as a result of the readiness of the provincials to demand justice, Spain enjoyed two decades of peace. But the mismanagement of the Roman governors caused two outbreaks which threatened to overthrow the power of the conquerors. 

    In 156 BC the Lusitani commenced a war which lasted, with brief intermissions, for twenty-three years. In the year 153 BC the Celtiberi revolted. M. Fulvius Nobilior, who was sent out to reconquer them, was but the first of fifteen consuls who commanded armies in Spain between the years 153 and 133 BC.

    This was the last concerted struggle for freedom on the part of the Spanish tribes. Its measure of success was due not only to the incompetence of the Roman generals, but also to the unity of the tribesmen and their knowledge of Roman tactics. It failed because Rome at last found capable commanders, and because the natives, unable to throw off for long their tribal and personal jealousies, lost sight of the value of cooperation and destroyed their leader. The highest expression of Spanish national feeling was displayed by their commander, Viriathus. But his personality alone could not hold together the forces he had gathered and his death at the hands of assassins marked the end of all general opposition to Roman arms. The fires of revolt still burned in scattered sections of the country, but the next few years were marked by a steady increase of Roman victories. Resistance came to an end with the capture and utter destruction of Numantia, a city of the Celtiberi, which had held the armies of Rome at bay for ten years. 

    After 133 BC Spain, for the most part, submitted to Roman rule. The emphasis, save on the borders of the provinces, shifted from military to civil, that is, administrative affairs. In 132 BC a commission of ten senators was sent to establish a form of civil government for the provinces. Romanization went on rapidly during the years of peace. Roads were built, Roman traders penetrated the interior, Spanish troops served in the Roman armies, and returned with Roman ideas, language, customs, and dress. Tribute was levied in the most acceptable manner, in the form of a stipendium, a fixed amount payable directly to the Roman government. Thus the Two Spains escaped the trials of those provinces whose taxes were collected by the publicani. The reports offered by the historians of this period bear witness to the peaceful spirit which characterized the years after the fall of Numantia. An expedition against the Baleares in 124-123 BC, and an uprising in 112 BC in Farther Spain were the only hints of warfare from 133 to 105 BC. At the latter date, incited by the weakness of Rome as exhibited in her defeats at the hands of the Teutons and of Jugurtha, the Lusitani revolted. By 101 BC this revolt was apparently crushed by D. Junius Silanus. During the following year, however, L. Cornelius Dolabella continued the Lusitanian campaign. A rebellion of the Vaceaei in 98 BC was put down with cruelty and treachery by the consul, Lucius Didius, in whose army there served as military tribune, Quintus Sertorius. So serious was this outbreak that, even though assisted by P. Licinius Crassus, proconsul in Hither Spain, Didius was forced to remain in his province for five years before his work was completed.

    In the year 83 BC began the Sertorian War. It marked the beginning of a new epoch in the history of Rome, being the first contest in which a Roman leader conducted a civil war, using a Roman province as a base. Throughout the war there was no desire expressed for independence from Rome. Sertorius proclaimed himself the legal ruler of Hither Spain (Hispania Citerior), fighting against usurpers. Like Caesar, he was the champion of the Constitution; like Vespasian, his designs were on Rome. For eleven years Sertorius, aided by Marian troops and native levies, held his own against consular armies and famous generals. His downfall, like that of Viriathus, was due to the lack of unity among his followers and the treachery of his officers. After his assassination the war came quickly to an end.
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