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What to visit in... Lisboa
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Few guidebooks will ever tell you this, but the city of Lisboa[1] has almost 500 monuments. Some of them, like the Mosteiro dos Jerónimos[2], the Torre de Belém or the Elevador de Santa Justa, are widely known, while many others are a lot less famous, and a few of them are even a complete waste of your time. For that reason, wouldn’t you want to have a native by your side, one who could tell you “Be sure to visit X and Y, but you can absolutely avoid Z”?

At the same time, no two visitors are absolutely alike. One may want to visit palaces, while his next door neighbour may, instead, be more interested in places of Roman origin, along with religious art. If you’re specifically interested in a particular category, whatever it is, wouldn’t you still want to know which places are worth visiting?

It is for these two main reasons that this small book was written. I was born and raised in Portugal, and one of my passions is presenting our cities and its monuments to foreigners. Unfortunately, across time my commitments made it harder for me to continue doing so, to help and guide as many people as I would have liked, and so I decided to compile all the information presented here. Although it does not contain all the historical information you’d typically expect from such a guide, it does try to tell you what particular places you should be visiting, under several different categories, succinctly explaining why those places may be interesting to you. This way, no matter if you’re visiting the city of Lisboa for the very first time, or if you just moved here and are looking for entirely new places to explore, you can browse your favourite categories and attempt to decide whether to visit something, or not – worst case scenario, you can always look them up online by name and judge by yourself what other people say about them, too.

Although I originally thought about presenting all local monuments to potential readers, during my personal research for this book I ended up facing an essential problem – some of them can’t be visited at all, while others aren’t worth the trouble to track down unless you have lots and lots of free time and are looking for something very specific. For that reason, only the most representative ones will be mentioned here.

I hope you like reading these lines as much as I myself enjoyed writing them.
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1- I’ll be in Lisboa for a single day, what should I visit?
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One of the most frequent questions I was asked across the years came under the form of “I’ll be in Lisboa for some days, what do you recommend I visit?”. Usually, I went on to reply that a perfect visit can only be planned on a per-group basis, that no two groups of people are exactly alike, but there are some monuments and places in the city of Lisboa that everyone should undoubtedly visit the first time they come here. Of course you can visit them more than once, but these are the places that you must visit in order to gain a great feel of what the city is all about.

If I had to sum up such a quick visit in a single word, I’d say Belém. This is one of Lisboa’s areas, the most popular one among tourists. There, you can taste the famous Pastéis de Belém but also see many emblematic monuments, such as the Torre de Belém[3] and the Mosteiro dos Jerónimos. While there, you can literally stroll down the road and visit multiple places – for this reason, if you only have a very limited amount of time, I strongly suggest you head to the area of Belém as quickly as possible and visit all the places you see fit. You can easily get there by cab, train, bus or tram.
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