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Building Your
French Vocabular

If the annual tourist statistics are to be believed, Paris is the most visited city in the world every year. Perhaps it
is no small wonder that this is so, considering that Paris is commonly touted as the City of Love. Thus, it is also no
longer surprising that French is also one of the most sought-after languages among people who wish to learn a

different tongue.

While there really is no substitute for going into an in-depth study of the language (especially if you are aiming for
proficiency in the French language), the following few words and phrases could come in handy if you’re planning

a visit to the French capital soon.

Basic Phares

Learning how to greet other people in their language
is one way to distinguish yourself from other tourists.
It can be very helpful to brush up on the following
phrases:

Bonjour — Perhaps the most basic French phrase, this
literally means “Good day,” but it’s the most common
way to greet anyone in France. It’s akin to “Hello” in
English.

S’il vous plait — Literally “if you please,” this is the
formal way of saying “please.”

Merci — This means “thank you.” “Merci beaucoup,” on
the other hand, means “thank you very much.”

Je ne sais pas — “| don’t know.”

J’ai une question — “1 have a question.”

Monsieur- This is an honorific used to formally refer to
a man and is similar to the English “Sir.” An example of
its usage is as follows:

“S’il vous plait, Monsieur,” which translates to “If you

please, Sir”

Madame - This is an honorific used to formally refer

to a woman and is similar to the English “Ma’am.” An
example of its usage is as follows:

“Merci beaucoup, Madame” which translates to “Thank
you very much, Ma’am.”

Je ne comprende pas — This translates to “l don’t
understand.”

Repetez, s’il vous plait — “Please repeat.”

Encore une fois — “One more time.”

Plus lentement — “Slower.” This phrase is handy paired
with the previous two if you had trouble understanding
what someone said.

Oui — “Yes”

Non — “No”

Pourquoi — “Why?”

D’accord — “Okay.”

Parlez-vous anglais? — “Do you speak English?”
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