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CHAPTER ONE - CHOSEN



	 


	I am going to consider the life of a gentleman who was elevated from a very low level to a very high level. His name is David. I am going to do a study on the life of David up to when he became king. I will not delve into his life as king, but rather at the making of a king; how he was lifted up from the backside of the desert, a simple shepherd boy who rose up to the highest level.


	I believe God can also raise you up to a very high level. This teaching is going to help you identify the various phases that God is taking you through as He raises you to a high level.


	The main text is going to be from 1 Samuel 16:1-13.


	Verse 1, “Now the Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse, the Bethlehemite, for I have provided myself a king among his sons.’ ”


	If you know a bit about the background of the story, the first king of Israel was Saul. Saul was elevated, but he could not really handle the position well and so he lost God’s favor. Now God is choosing the next king and He instructs Samuel on the process for choosing the next king.


	Verse 4, “So Samuel did what the Lord said and went to Bethlehem and the elders of the town trembled at his coming and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ and he said, ‘Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. So it was when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees. For man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’ ”


	Verses 11-13, “And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all the young men here?’ then he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest and there he is, keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him. For we will not sit down until he comes here. So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ready with bright eyes and good looking and the Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for this is the One.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, anointed him in the midst of his brothers and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.’ ”


	God wants to elevate somebody. God wants to raise somebody to the place of kingship in Israel and He chooses a very little town, Bethlehem, and a family in Bethlehem headed by a man called Jesse who has several sons at least from this indication, eight sons in all.


	Samuel comes to the house of Jesse. He goes through the process of consecration, prepares them, for God to determine whom He has chosen and they start from the oldest boy, Eliab. He obviously is a very confident young man and Eliab comes in front of Samuel; he has the stature, he has the physical properties. Everything around him smells like a king and Samuel presumes that this is the king. He actually says to himself, “Behold, The Lord’s anointed is before Him” because Eliab looked kingly. He had the physical presence of a king. I am sure he was tall, muscular, carried himself with confidence because if you are a first born, you tend to be very confident. He carried himself with confidence and I am sure he spoke with a sufficiently deep voice and so when he strode before Samuel he looked like a king.


	Remember that the king who had just been rejected was Saul and Saul himself was a very tall, imposing figure. Saul was the kind of person that you saw and felt, “This must just be a king.” And so Samuel, with that experience of Saul, saw Eliab and thought, “This must be the king.” God said, “No. No. This is not the one. I have refused him. This is not the one I have chosen.” And so the rest of the boys come in – seven of them. They ended the cycle and none of them is chosen. So Samuel says, “God is not wrong. There must be something left here.”


	There is an eighth born. Eight is always the number of new beginnings. Eighth born and he is the youngest. He is out there taking care of sheep and Samuel said, “If it is not these seven, it must be the number eight.” So he said, “We will wait for him. We will not sit till he comes.” David comes in, and immediately the Holy Spirit says to Samuel, “This is the one.”


	I am going to consider aspects about David that predisposed him towards God’s election. When we are introduced to David in this passage, there are three facts we are introduced to concerning David.


	The first fact we will notice about David is his position in the family. He is described as the youngest. That means he was small in size, and less in ranking. Not just young in age but he was also the smallest in size. In terms of family order, he was the least. He was the one who had the least power, the least ranking, the person you will not think of immediately as king. So in position, he was small and he was least in rank.


	Secondly, we are introduced to David’s priorities. What were his priorities? He was the keeper of the sheep – the sheep of the family. Is it not amazing that there were older boys who were available for selection but were not available for work? When it was time for them to be promoted all of them showed up and you wonder, “What were they doing previously?” They were obviously just loitering about, doing nothing. But David has different priorities. He is the keeper of the sheep. The word keeper means he associated with the sheep, he fed the sheep, he guided the sheep and he protected the sheep. So considering his priority, David is not looking for post. He is looking for work. He is not interested in who is the oldest, who is the next king. He is just doing his job – taking care of the sheep. He has a commitment to his work. He watches the sheep. He secures the sheep. He feeds the sheep. So his priorities are right.


	Thirdly, you are introduced to the personality of David. His position, his priorities, his personality. The Bible describes him as “ruddy, bright eyed and good looking.” All these descriptions paint one picture. Ruddy means that he was “red.” Why was he red? The sun had beat so hard on him his skin had been red. He was exposed to trouble, pain, difficulty, but in spite of that, he had “good eyes.” In ancient Israel when they said someone had good eyes, it meant that the person was handsome. He has good eyes. That is why the Bible said Lea’s eyes, the one Jacob wanted to marry, were not good. Her eyes were weak because in ancient Israel that is how they described beauty. A person who is good looking has good eyes. In Ghana, in most of the languages, when a person is beautiful, we literally say, “The skin is nice.” Is that not so? “Ne ho ye fe.” That is how we describe beauty. The skin is nice. In ancient Israel, the eyes are good, but the phrase good looking means that he had a good attitude about himself. You see he has a smile on his face and he is very confident about what he is doing; just a good person to hang around with. That is how David was. 


	Now, it is very interesting that both David and Eliab are described in physical terms, but God rejects one and accepts the other because Eliab is also a man of good stature. David is also handsome. So how come both of them have good physical properties, but God rejects one and takes the other? I believe the reason is because Eliab was arrogant in his physical strength; the kind of person who knows he looks good and wants everybody to know he feels good and when he is walking by, he is checking at the corner of his eye to find out who is watching him. He is the kind of person who goes to his friends and says, “Were they looking at me?”


	He calls attention to himself because he was the first born. He believes that he must have the best and he has the first bourn’s confidence. It is the kind of confidence you hear during beauty pageant events. Ladies during this time praised themselves highly, calling attention to themselves about how they look. “I am elegant. I am eloquent. I am beautiful. I am bold. I am that.”


	If you go and do that before God, He will fail you. Man may be impressed with that. That is why the Bible says, “Man looks on the outward.” If you go to God and say, “God, look at me. Check me out, Father. What do you think? You did a good job on me. Check me.” He will check you, but He will check you wrong. David is also handsome, good looking, but it is not important to Him. Have you met people who have what it takes but they act as if it is nothing? That is how David was.  He was handsome, had bright eyes, but it was secondary to Him because what was more important to Him was his heart, not his physical structure.


	Some of you have been blessed by God physically and you think that entitles you to greatness in life. I have some good news for you that God’s criteria does not include pride and arrogance and if you come with that before God, you will fail even before the question paper is brought out. David had a good personality. He is bright eyed, he is handsome and he has gone through serious toughness. He stands before Samuel and something about him, definitely, not his appearance because God looks in the heart; something about him just registers on God’s list and He is chosen.


	In this passage, there are two important people I want to introduce to you. I call them David’s Two Fathers. David has two fathers because they are crucial to your elevation and promotion in life.


	The first one that most of us are familiar with is Jesse, the natural father of David. He is the one who gave birth to David. He is the one David is usually associated with – Jesse. Under Jesse, David’s chances in life were determined by natural order. Under Jesse, if David was going to be great, then he had to follow the natural order and if you look at how Jesse does it, the first born comes, the second born comes, the third and down and down and down. By the time it gets to David, all hope is lost because in Jesse’s mind if the first born did not make it, how can he make it? That is how Jesse is thinking because Jesse says, “The older the first, the youngest last.” So if David was going to be successful, under his father’s system, then he had to wait for a long queue of successful people before it gets to his turn. Jesse represents the natural order.


	Secondly, Jesse represents uncertain heritage. The heritage of David under Jesse was uncertain. It was not sure. It was not clear. He could not tell where his future lay. So under that system, the natural system, there is uncertainty. You cannot be sure, and some of us if we look at the natural order and our natural parentage – our heritage is very uncertain. Definitely, if you cannot say it for yourself, I can say it for myself.


	Thirdly, under Jesse, David was overlooked and abandoned. If you work according to the natural, people will overlook you because you are too skinny. You are too thin. You are too short. You are not well-educated. Your brothers are smarter than you. Let me tell you that there is no equality anywhere in this world, not even in a family. Some children will be first, others will be the last born of the same parents. It works that way. The parents’ natural attitude will be that the child who is first in class will be first in life and sometimes some parents actually begin to praise the one who performs in class and begins to disgrace the one who performs least because according to their perking order, the natural order, you have no way of succeeding due to the fact that you were bad in class. That is, under Jesse. David was abandoned and overlooked because he was small and he was low on the perking order.


	Can you imagine, what it was for that young boy, the eighth born, to be in the field all by himself? Nobody visited him. Nobody even went to whisper to him, “Listen. Something has happened in the family. Samuel, the great prophet, has come to our house.” Just for him to see Samuel. Nobody told him. Can you imagine? It is like the President of Ghana comes to visit you and your parents do not bother to call the whole family to come and see the President and take a picture with him. He is overlooked. He does not matter. We do not know why he is overlooked, but he is overlooked and abandoned.


	Fourthly, under Jesse, he is the least, likely to succeed. Everything went against David. It is believed that his mother was not even the “Mrs.” His mother was somebody else, not the “Mrs.” David himself said, “In sin, did my mother conceive me.” So the mother was a young girl in the neighborhood who tempted Jesse or whom Jesse tempted but there was a temptation somewhere. An old man running after a young girl in the neighborhood and so she gives birth to this last born who is too young and she is not the Mrs. Nobody knows how to deal with him because he is a problem child. He creates trouble when he comes around. Jesse does not know how to handle David. He is the least likely to succeed. If you asked Jesse to choose one of his children to be successful, he will not pick David because he is trouble in the family. So the best way to manage David is to keep him away out there keeping the sheep.


	In Ghana, sometimes the best way to handle a David is to let him go live with an uncle or aunt or put him somewhere else that he cannot always show up because anytime he shows up Mrs. is angry. So we have to make sure Mrs. does not see this child. He is abandoned, overlooked and he is kept out of harm’s way. If you look at his chances of success, they are not very bright.


	He is the least likely, but in the midst of that, God brings another father to David. He is called Samuel. Samuel is not a physical father; he is a spiritual father and he comes to change the options available for David because God will always bring a Samuel your way between you and your throne, between you and your destiny, between you and where God wants you to get to. If your natural order does not help you, God will bring you a Samuel. He is not related to you by blood. He is not your blood relation. He is not your uncle, but he is somebody with a new mandate on your life and Samuel comes in as a spiritual father and under Samuel, David is now on God’s divine order. He is no longer on the natural order and as you know, in God’s divine order, God messes up the whole hierarchy.


	Esau, Jacob, bless one. Once you get into God’s order, you cannot tell what is going to happen. He picks Jacob and leaves the first born. Manasseh, Ephraim, bless one. He crosses the hand. In God’s order, the last becomes the first and so Samuel introduces David to God’s order. Samuel is literally saying you are the least of your family, but when you come into God’s order, He changes the whole system and then you have the chance of success in your life.


	Under Samuel, there is a sure inheritance. It is no longer uncertain. It is no longer tentative. It is sure. It is clear. David has an inheritance with God. Under Samuel, David, who is abandoned and overlooked is now known and called. “Is there not another one? We will not sit down until he comes.” I am sure the whole family is troubled. It is almost like a Cinderella story. The family is troubled. The troublesome child, the problem child, we are trying to manage out there, the prophet comes to town and is looking for him and the prophet actually says, “We will not sit down.” Literally meaning, we will stand and wait for him, giving him high value and importance.


	He is now known and now called. Under Samuel, David is divinely favored to succeed. Under Jesse, he is the least likely to succeed. At a certain point in your life, God is going to introduce a Samuel into your life. Maybe your pastor, who comes to you and begins to speak new words to you that are totally different from the words you heard when you were growing up. Everything you heard was that you were at the bottom, you were dumb, you will not amount to anything and you cannot do it and you are troublesome. Everything you heard programmed you for failure. Then you go somewhere else and someone begins to speak new words into your life and those words are totally opposite. Everything you have heard. That is the role of a Samuel. The Samuel comes and introduces a prophetic Word of God into your life. It may not be a prophetic Word that says, “I am the Lord! I am the Lord!! I have called you. I have chosen you.” No. It may be just a Word from the pulpit. It may be a Word from a CD. It may be a Word from a DVD. It may be a Word from a book, but you read it and all of a sudden, everything you believe was impossible in your life now appears possible. That is the role of a Samuel. He changes the order and when Samuel comes into your life he also tells you your future is certain. You have a choice to make, either you are going to obey the pull of Samuel or the pull of Jesse.


	Jesse is pulling you, Samuel too is pulling you. Jesse pulls you backwards; Samuel pulls you forward and you have to determine at a point where you are going to flow. You can either flow with Jesse or you flow with Samuel. For David, that day he determined whom his future lay with. It no longer lay with Jesse. It now lay with Samuel. This is where God wants me to be.


	If I look at myself naturally, I can never get to this point, but if I look at what God is telling me now, I can get to that point. You have a choice to make, either to go by the pull of your past or the pull of your future. At every point in time, your future is speaking to you and your past is also speaking to you. Your past is calling you to what you have done, your future is calling you to what you can do.


	Your past is calling you to your performance. Your future is calling you to your potential. Your past is reminding you of your failures. Your future is reminding you of what can be done through the grace of God and you have to choose where to go to. I do not know what you have done with your life. Maybe you have messed up your life big time. You have messed up your life ten times over and when you think about your own life, you cry for yourself. You feel sad for yourself because you have made some terrible mistakes you do not think you can forgive yourself. That is Jesse but at the same time, God brings a Samuel. Samuel says, “David, your mother may not have done the right thing. She may have conceived you out of wedlock. Your father played the truant but God still has a plan and purpose for you. Which one are you going to go by?  Are you going to go by Jesse or Samuel? ” These are the two fathers.
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