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	Introduction


	 


	 


	 


	 


	You know as I put my thoughts and mind on what to write in this second book of the Writer’s Guide I can just come up with a few encouraging words to the aspiring author or writer who needs that little inspiration to make tomorrow’s bestseller’s list or even just to change the dark world with the inspiration of quality writing.  No doubt many new writers are completely naïve to the industry and business at first. The enthusiasm of the expectant author at first is very overwhelming in his or her mind with many fantasies and also false hope which will lead to falsehood and error. The art and craft of writing is a serious business and not just something a new writer wants to achieve because of various reasons such as selling books to just buy a car or whatever. Everyone has goals, aims, and desires but how we go about achieving them is another matter. There is good writing and there is bad writing. There’s a special way how good stories are told from how bad stories are told. Writing doesn’t have to be complicated either telling a story. The problem that many aspiring writers face today is how they choose to tell their stories. Some choose a fun and exciting way to tell their stories along with good grammar and structure and others well just use boring idioms, adverbs, and structure to accomplish their will.  Writing is based on the creative energies, processes, and imaginations. In fact, Fiction writing demands a lot of these elements.


	Writing isn’t all about making money, getting famous, doing writing because you want to impress a spouse etc. No, writing is inspiring the readers of the world with stories that they’ll remember for many years to come. Have you ever read or heard a childhood story? I’m sure you have. Famous Fairy Tales includes but not limited to Jack and the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, and Little Red Riding Hood. These stories if I’m not mistaken are referred to as Grimm’s Fairy Tales.  We also have the brilliant Aesop’s Fables which gives morals that we can all learn from. Whether writing started from Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden or whether in Ancient Babylon or Ancient Egypt what we know from the cradle of life is that before stories were written down on reeds and scrolls they were handed down or told orally. From cradle to the grave stories are told and written down.  It is said that Aesop (620 – 564 BCE) was from a country called Phrygia in the Middle East. Whether Aesop existed or not what legend tells us is that he worked under a certain King who he told stories as a slave. A fable uses animals as characters to highlight how humans would behave or act. In other words, a fable will always use animal stories to teach us some kind of life lesson. 


	Long before the story of Adam and Eve was written down it was told orally to the people of ancient Israel and beyond. This shows us that stories are inside of us before they’re written on paper and in a book or e-book format. A story can be written from the aspect of personal experiences, experiences of others, scenes in nature, observance in the animal kingdom, space exploration, and science. You probably can think of other experiences but some of these form the genres of writing that many people read and love. Fiction is part experience mixed with some aspects of reality. This means that Fiction writing can contain the world of made up scenes, scenarios, beliefs, concepts along with some truth or reality. 


	How we document these imaginations onto paper is how the world will either be changed or set apart. Yes, writing is that powerful probably only music is stronger, nevertheless, both have words and the ability to tell us a good or bad story that can leave a lasting impact. 


	 




The Aspirant


	 


	 


	 


	Ecclesiastes 9:11


	“I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.” 


	The words of the wise man Solomon King of Israel (970-931 BCE)


	 


	You know my writing journey or story is quite odd or different from many others out in the world. In fact, I doubt two writers can have the same writing journey story. I didn’t think I’d ever written a book or in fact as many books as I have today. As a young kid, I loved books no doubt and I read a lot of stories that were written for children. I read magazines, comics, and newspapers. At primary school, I read something called the Children’s Own each week from first grade to sixth. This children’s magazine/newspaper wasn’t free but it was cheap. Growing up I liked the Children’s Own because it contained children’s stories and comics along with various subjects such as Math, Language Arts, Reading, Social Studies, and Science. I also learned a lot from it about Caribbean countries and people. As a kid, my favorite kids’ magazine was Highlights For Children which still is around today. I loved the stories in Highlights For Children and the activities that were in it. I grew up in the Caribbean. I grew up in Jamaica to be exact. A little background about Jamaica. Jamaica is ranked in various travel magazines and travel shows as the third most popular tourist destination in the world. Jamaica is a famous island country in the Caribbean known for hot sandy white beaches, Reggae and other musical forms, culture, and food. Roughly over three million tourists visit Jamaica each year. Growing up I remember singing the national song for schools, saying the national pledge and national anthem of Jamaica. Jamaica then wasn’t like how you may see it on TV and the Internet today. In Jamaica, I didn’t know crime nor violence personally. In my neighborhood and state or parish, I didn’t witness violence or even know anything about violence and crime. I’m telling you this about Jamaica because I think today it is in the top seven most violent countries in the entire world. Jamaica also has the most churches per square mile than any other English speaking country in the world. This means when you turn to every street and corner of Jamaica there is a church of some kind. Jamaica is really a Christian nation consisting of about 68.9% Christians. However, you also have indigenous religions such as Kumina, Revivalism, and Rastafari. You also have Jews and Muslims along with Hindus living on the island. Jamaica has the fastest man or track and field athlete in the one hundred meter race Usain Bolt. Jamaica has contributed greatly to the world at large by producing great men such as Marcus Mosiah Garvey who fought greatly for Africans in the United States of America and the world in the early 1900s.  It’s because of the teachings, inspirations, and philosophies of Marcus Garvey that men like Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. were able to have done so much for their own black race. Garvey had united many of the millions of African Americans, black Latin Americans, the Caribbean and even other African peoples by his organization the Universal Negro Improvement Association (U.N.I.A.). Jamaica gained independence on August 06, 1962 from Great Britain. Before Jamaica gained independence everywhere flew the Union Jack of Great Britain high in the air. Many people grew up singing “God Save the Queen” the national anthem of Britain. Today “God Save the Queen” is still sung as a royal British anthem throughout various English colonies such as Jamaica when the royal monarch of Britain visits. After independence, however, the new national anthem sprung forth “Eternal Father Bless Our Land.” Also, there was no more the Union Jack of white, red, and blue, but now there was the black, green, and gold waving in the sunny skies high above every corner and inch of Jamaica. 


	Even before the British captured Jamaica from the Spanish in 1655 the nation had a great history. Jamaica’s history started with a group of tribes called the Taino and Ciboney (Siboney). The Taino called Jamaica Xamayca (Zamayca) meaning “Land of wood and water.” It is speculated that the Vikings of Scandinavia along with Africans were the first to have traveled to Jamaica and the coast of Latin America while the Taino were living in peace. The Taino were really a peaceful tribe. Later on, the Spanish came through the navigator and explorer Christopher Columbus from Spain in 1494. Christopher Columbus in a sense didn’t discover Jamaica rather he was probably the first Spaniard to have sailed from Spain and ended up in the Caribbean. Spain and many other countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa didn’t know about the New World. If you didn’t know Christopher Columbus and his crew didn’t plan on sailing to Jamaica or the Caribbean rather they had planned to sail to Asia more so Japan, China or even Mongolia. Christopher Columbus came to the Caribbean in 1492. Jamaica by no means was the first Caribbean country he visited. The first two countries Christopher Columbus visited were the Bahamas and Hispaniola. Hispaniola today is made up of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Haiti was known as Saint Domingue. It was some poor geography at the time that brought the Spaniards here in the Caribbean. Christopher Columbus admitted that the Europeans were not the first to have traveled to the New World. Columbus primary goal was to sail to the East particularly Japan, however, he miscalculated some aspect of his geography and came to the Caribbean. The Spaniards through King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain granted Christopher Columbus privilege to colonize the Caribbean countries with Christianity since they received word that the Indians on the islands were heathen and polytheistic. And before everyone knew it the inhabitants of Taino, Ciboney or Siboney and Kalinago were dead. This was the fate of the New World. The world that became suddenly filled with crime, violence, and ignorance. 


	African slaves from West Africa were then brought forth to the different Caribbean countries as slaves to work on sugar plantations and do other tasks for their white masters and this went on for hundreds of years. When Emancipation came slavery ceased.


	From Jamaica’s inception of independence in 1962, they’ve achieved much but many people are still not satisfied. As the most violent crime riddled country in the Caribbean who would be truly satisfied. Only a few countries I think are more violent than Jamaica and one of them is Honduras that probably trade illegal drugs such as cocaine with the drug dealers of the country. Jamaica’s position on the Caribbean map makes it a target for the illegal trade of guns and drugs with neighboring countries like Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and Latin America.  I think many people of Jamaica regretted still not been ruled by Great Britain because they think their lives would have been far better. I’d heard of experiences and stories from people of Jamaica who related how things were in the country before independence. These are stories from the older folks. There was roughly a small percentage of crime and violence. And even now many Jamaicans testify there wasn’t any crime and violence as it was today back in the earlier years. Kingston is the capital of Jamaica and before 1962 crime was very low. Most of these violent communities in Kingston today weren’t violent back in the 1960s and even before. 


	Growing up I’d be familiar with Caribbean culture, literature, and traditions. I’d heard the stories of Anansi which really came from Ghana in Western Africa but was adapted in Jamaican and Caribbean culture due to slavery. Anansi was described by story tellers as a tricky spider who used his cleverness to trick, defeat, conquer and kill his enemies. Story tellers added many versions and stories to Anansi’s name. As I’d read later on Anansi stories in Ghana were often times told differently from those in the Caribbean particularly Jamaica. In truth, I haven’t read Anansi stories in years probably about over eighteen years or even more. And in Jamaica, they’d faded out greatly. Today I don’t think many Caribbean children can really tell a good Anansi story or even know the name Anansi. No doubt there are books published about Anansi today but I doubt that they sell well. I was familiar with Anansi stories from about the age of five or six and that was a long time ago. I learned these stories in school and also from television. I read many other stories as I progressed throughout the years of Primary or Elementary school. As I highlighted before I grew up around a myriad of Caribbean stories. In sixth grade, I was widely read and familiar with many children’s stories. In truth, by third grade, I could read almost a grade twelve literature book. Reading to me wasn’t difficult at all. I also understood what I’d read. It’s important to understand what you read. It doesn’t matter if the book is fiction or non-fiction understanding is key. Throughout the years of primary school, I was doing well in all subjects. I can’t say I had a favorite subject but I really liked language arts, Spanish, social studies, reading, religious education, and music. Probably I liked other subjects as well I can’t really remember right now. I can’t remember much from that time honestly because it was long ago. I do remember playing sports such as cricket, soccer or football, and track and field at the school. I remembered also watching the girls play netball.   In school, you had reading for information mostly and you also had a short period of reading just for the fun of reading. In textbooks, you read mostly for information. In other books for children such as picture books and comics, you read for entertainment and enjoyment. 


	When I left primary school and went on to Secondary or high school I still read a lot but reading was different. I mostly read books within the school curriculum such as history, English, Spanish, religion, science, and geography books. I started a subject called English literature and I learned in class that literature refers to written works produced by a particular people or culture. I also learned in the first class that there were many types of literature such as Caribbean, American, British, Greek, Spanish, and those in other countries, regions, and territories. Did I like literature class? I did like it somewhat. In truth, I liked the subject history better. I liked and got better grades in history than English literature. I don’t remember my early days in high school that much but I do remember a little. There were a few Caribbean literature books and one African literature book by the late Chinua Achebe “Chike and the River” that I’d used in seventh grade. There was also an anthology book with short stories and poems written by Caribbean authors. In English Language class textbooks were also used and they contained to my knowledge mostly Caribbean stories or works of prose. 


	I don’t remember all the literature textbooks used in seventh, eighth, and ninth grade. I think I’d used a book by Trinidadian author Michael Anthony entitled “The Year In San Fernando.” I think at the time I liked The Year In San Fernando, although I don’t remember it quite well. The little I remember was that it’s a novel set in Trinidad and Tobago about a young boy who was sent to live with an elderly woman by the name of Mrs. Chandler as a servant-companion in the city of San Fernando. The young boy’s name is Francis and he’s twelve. He has never seen a town before and has never been away from his family.  


	As my years progressed I’d read William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice, and many others. I also was familiar with classic novels from the United States of America and beyond such as Shane, A Raisin In the Sun, Much Ado About Nothing, How to Kill A Mockingbird, Wide Sargasso Sea, The Pearl, A Christmas Carol, 1984, A Tale Of Two Cities, Animal Farm, and many others. The novel that I liked most though was Shane an American western novel written by Jack Schaefer and published in 1946 and 1949 respectively. The opening chapter and ending chapter of Shane was I think in a Western class by itself. 


	There’s something in truth kind of special about Caribbean literature as most of these novels and plots are surrounded or shadowed by realities and struggles of some kind. The Caribbean has a rich history and diversity so many stories can be told. The Caribbean has French, Spanish, Dutch, and English islands so the literature from these places would be pretty much different but may also share common themes. Many stories and authors have been produced due to this region’s rich cultural history. You have stories about carnivals, slaves, slave masters the game of cricket, ghosts, and the list goes on and on. 
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