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  Author's Note




  During the thirty-one years I have studied and practised the art of magic I have continuously cherished a desire to provide the thousands of men and women who are interested in this fascinating art a guide to the solution of many of its most widely discussed mysteries.




   




  The accomplishments of such men as Hermann, Kellar, Thurston and Houdini have been a constant inspiration to me and I have endeavored in the following pages to present clear and simple descriptions of the methods, not heretofore disclosed, by which some of the most popular and puzzling illusions are performed.




   




  The practise of after-dinner tricks makes for popularity, and one whose ability in this respect becomes known is assured of many invitations to social gatherings. Its value lies not only in entertainment, however, for the development of proficiency in the performance of illusions means also the development of poise, confidence, and the coordination of thought and action. These things are distinct advantages in any walk of life.




   




  It is my earnest wish that this book may bring to a wide audience an ample measure of amusement and benefit.




   




  Signed, magically yours,




   




  WILL L. LINDHORST.




   




  DEDICATED TO MY LEGIONS OF FOLLOWERS




   




  How to Balance Glass on Playing Card
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  THE BALANCED GLASS.




  Place a glass on top edge of playing card held in hand, holding face of card toward the audience, meanwhile balancing glass with forefinger of hand as shown in above drawing. Finger is hidden by card from audience, and it appears that glass is actually being balanced on edge of card.
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