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Next to the roaring campfire is where the best stories are told.

This is the passion at Fireside Reads - to bring out the best stories and conversations between groups of good friends.

New readers can use this guide to learn key takeaways of the book along with forty thought-provoking questions that will challenge readers to think constructively in discussions.

We also hope readers will be able to ascertain the crucial messages of the author for a deeper appreciation of the work that has been accomplished.

Take out a paper and pen, Kindle, or any electronic device to take notes and implement to make happen all that you will learn from the book. So start reading and don’t forget to have fun – this too will accelerate your learning.

Cordially,

The Fireside Read Team
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Executive Summary of The Premonition
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Did You Know?

Michael Lewis, the author, reveals that the title for The Premonition: A Pandemic Story was originally "The Ones Who Knew." However, he changed it out of consideration for the individuals who shared their stories through his book, thinking that such a title might paint them in a bad light.

†††
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Michael Lewis taps on the background of various individuals and connects them together to tell the story of how the United States responded to and coped with the COVID-19 pandemic.

Engineer Bob Glass and his daughter Laura worked together on the latter's science fair project. Their model, which took into account people's "social networks and their movements" and the proximity wherein infection transmission of an airborne pathogen is highly probable, didn't win the final science competition, but it would become the model for pandemic social distancing protocols. Among their conclusions was the closing down of schools to keep children in isolation and prevent the spread of flu-like diseases. 

Charity Dean was a former public health officer in California who, in her own ways, did her best to uphold the heroism of the medical profession. During her tenure, she witnessed the truth about medical state facilities–they lack resources both materially and financially. Unfortunately, the government didn't see the urgency to maintain a fixed budget for public health, and Dean saw how they received funds less and less every year. She wanted to change the whole picture; when she started her work, her presence immediately commanded a shift around her. She was a doctor skeptical enough to challenge the smallest hint of the unreliability of test results that were thought to be very accurate. With that, new entrants in the medical field looked up to her, while old experts in the profession began to hate her.
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