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Foreword






    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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  Introduction




  

    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    
Props and Sets





    Book Title: THE LOST WIFE




    Author Name: ALYSON RICHMAN




    Time it was written: 2008 - 2010




    Place it was written: New York




    First publication: SEPTEMBER 6, 2011




    Publisher: BERKLEY TRADE




    Narrator: FIRST PERSON




    Point of view: JOSEF/LENKA




    Tone: VISUAL, EVOCATIVE




    Tense: PAST TENSE




    Setting (Time): 1939 – 1940s, THE PRESENT (2000)




    Setting (Place): PRAGUE/NEW YORK




    Protagonist: LENKA MAIZEL AND JOSEF KOHN




    Theme: FIRST LOVE, WAR, THE HOLOCAUST




    Motif: REFERENCES TO VISUAL ART, DIFFERENT COLORS




    Symbol: Paintings, Amalia, Terezin


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”


  




  

    [image: images]




    Alyson Richman was born Alyson Michelle Richman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Richman of Nissequogue, New York. Mr. Paul Richman is an engineer and the chairman of the Standard Microsystems Corporation in Hauppauge, New York, and of its Tokyo subsidiary, the Toyo Microsystems Corporation. Both are semiconductor manufacturers. Mrs. Ellen M. Richman is an abstract painter and an interior designer in New York. Alyson Richman had majored in Art History and graduated cum laude from Wellesley College. She is also a former Thomas J. Watson Fellow. (1) (8) (39)




    Richman grew up in St. James and attended Harbor Country Day School up to her sixth grade. She remembers writing a 20-page story when she was young, then proudly told her parents she has completed a book. It was her sixth grade teacher who first encouraged her to write and she felt grateful to him for making her believe that becoming a writer is even possible. (43)




    Alyson Richman is the author of four books namely: The Mask Carver’s Son, Swedish Tango, The Last Van Gogh and The Lost Wife. Her books have been published in more than 10 languages and have received international and national awards. Her books have also been given positive reviews in The New York Times, Book Review, The Dallas Morning News, The San Francisco Sunday Examiner, Chronicle Book Review and The Los Angeles Times. (1)




    Alyson Richman’s book, The Last Van Gogh, was nominated as a Book Sense Notable Pick in 2006 while The Lost Wife was recently awarded The 2012 Long Island Reads Selection and is now a national bestseller. (1)




    This author lives in Huntington Bay in Long Island, New York with her husband, lawyer Stephen Joshua Gordon, and their two children. Her husband is an associate of the New York law firm Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom. He graduated from Swarthmore College and got his Law law degree from New York University. His father is also a lawyer, an outside patent counsel to Richman’s father’s business for more than 25 years, and they met through their families. Richman loves to travel, cook, ride her yellow bicycle, and do ballet. (39) (40)




    “But in order to survive in this foreign world, I had to teach myself that love was very much like a painting. The negative space between people was just as important as the positive space we occupy. The air between our resting bodies, and the breath in between our conversations, were all like the white of the canvas, and the rest [of] our relationship — the laughter and the memories — were the brushstrokes applied over time.”
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