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7. When a clause or phrase splits the verb from the subject, simply ignore it then use
the corresponding verb form.

Ex. One of the pancakes was left in the oven.

The movie, including opening trailers and closing credits, takes three hours to fin-
ish.

8. When the subject is a collective noun, the verb can either be singular or plural
depending on the context.

Ex. The litter of kittens crawl under the table. (Kittens act as separate enti-
ties)

The herd of sheep attacks as one. (Sheep act as a group)

9. In terms of money and time, always use a singular verb.
Ex. One hundred dollars is sufficient for it.

Forty years is too long to wait.

1. Tenses are used in verbs and come in three major classifications: Past, Present,
and Future. Each classification has four sub-classes. The full list of tenses are as
follows:

Past tense (Ex. drink)
e Simple past tense (I drank)
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e Past progressive tense (I was drinking)
e Past perfect tense (I had drunk)

e Past perfect progressive tense (I had been drinking)
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Present tense (Ex. drink)
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e Simple present tense (I drink)

Present progressive tense (I am drinking)
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Present perfect tense (I have drunk)

Present perfect progressive tense (I have been drinking)

B¥ure Y

_q.,
AT





OEBPS/image_6_0.jpg
T

Identifying Common
Grammar Pitfalls & Mistakes

Grammar is a set of structural rules or the system of a language. It is needed to be able
to communicate comprehensible and whole thoughts. This also includes the right usage of
words and proper construction of sentences, clauses, and phrases.

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

1. In terms of the English language, subject-verb agreement (SVA) is perhaps the most
difficult grammatical skill to be proficient at. The basic thing when it comes to SVA is to
always match the subject and verb numerically. This means that singular subjects use sin-
gular verbs, while plural subjects use plural verbs.

2. SVA is not always easy because some nouns (subjects) and verbs in the English lan-
guage have irregular forms. For example, not all plural nouns end with “s”, and not all
nouns that end with “s” are in plural form.

3. Use a singular verb if the subject is: everything, someone (somebody), everyone (ev-
erybody), either, neither, each, and nobody.

Ex. If someone gives you money, would you take it?

Everything looks the same.

4. “No one” or “not one” is the singular form of “none”. Although “none” can also be used
as a singular subject.

Ex. Not one of us cares about her.
None of the participants are leaving tonight.

None wishes to withdraw.

5. Compound subjects use plural verbs.
Ex. The cat and the dog are fighting.
Both Peter and Paul walk to the gate.

6. When compound subjects have both singular and plural nouns and pronouns, and they
are connected by “or” or “nor”, the verb should agree with the nearest subject.

Ex. The teacher or the students clean the classroom every Monday.

Neither the students nor the teacher knows the right time.

MR~ -

MUOU=CQ <XUCHW®






