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  QR Code Background




  The Quick Response Code, otherwise known as the QR Code, was invented in 1994 by Denso Wave, a subsidiary corporation of Toyota. The original purpose of the two-dimensional code was to track parts running through the assembly line.




  Barcodes, used before the QR Code was invented, are scanned by a beam of light from one end to the other. Orientation is important to read a barcode properly. Most printed books have their ISBN number located on the cover using a barcode. Because the orientation is important, as well as the limited amount of data that can be encoded in them, barcodes work well for small amounts of information on items that can be fed into the scanning beam properly.




  QR Codes are scanned as a complete image. The image is processed by software, and the resulting encoded data can be acted upon by the computer system. The software can decode the data very quickly. If the codes are used on an assembly or shipping line, the individual items can trigger equipment to re-route them to different areas or conveyor belts without interference from a human.




  The technical specifications for QR Codes follow the ISO-18004 standard. A QR Code will work in different countries, although the encoded data may be in a different language or alphabet, such as Kanji in Japan.




  




  Thanks to the proliferation of smart phones that allow applications to be added, the QR Code has been boosted to the forefront of mobile marketing technology. By combining social media and web technology with QR Codes, it is now cheap and easy for authors to utilize these technologies to drive readers to their work. Using QR Codes can help authors build their platforms.
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