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PART I_THE CHEMICAL ETHER


I - THE NATURE OF ETHERIC SIGHT


In 1918 Max Heindel wrote: “The process of preparation for the Aquarian Age has already commenced; and as Aquarius is an airy, scientific, intellectual sign, it is a foregone conclusion that the new faith must be rooted in reason and able to solve the riddle of life and death in a manner that will satisfy both the mind and the religious instinct”.


As we have in the past evolved five senses by means of which we contact the present visible world, so shall we in the far distant future evolve another sense which will enable us to see the denizens of the Etheric Region, including those of our dear ones who have left the physical body and inhabit the ether and lower Desire World during the first stage of their career in the spiritual realms.


“Aquarius is an airy sign having special rule over the ethers”.


The flood which sank the ancient continent of Atlantis, which is the Noachian Deluge of the Bible, dried the air to a degree “by depositing most of the moisture it held into the sea; but when the Sun enters Aquarius by precession, still more of the moisture will be eliminated and the visual vibrations which are most easily transmitted by the dry etheric atmosphere will become more intense, and thus conditions will become more intense, and thus conditions will be more particularly conducive to production of the slight extension of our present sight necessary to open our eyes to the etheric region.


California’s production of psychics is an instance of this effect of a dry, electric atmosphere, although of course it is not nearly so dry as the air of the Aquarian Age will be”.


“But it is well to realize that through ASPIRATION and MEDITATION those who are longingly looking for that day are taking time by the forelock, and may quite easily outstrip their fellows who are unaware of what is in store.


The latter, on the other hand, may delay development of the extended vision by the belief that they are suffering from hallucinations when they begin to get their first glimpse of the etheric entities, and the fear that if they tell others what they see they will be judged insane.


“Therefore The Rosicrucian Fellowship has been charged by the Elder Brothers with the mission of promulgating the Gospel of the Aquarian Age, to conduct a campaign of education and enlightenment so that the world may be prepared for what is in store.


The world must be leavened with these ideas”:


(1) Conditions in the land of the living dead are not shrouded in mystery, but knowledge of them is as available as knowledge concerning foreign countries from the tales of travelers.


(2) We stand close to the threshold were we shall know these truths; and


(3), most important of all, we shall hasten the day in our own case by acquiring knowledge of the facts concerning the post-mortem existence and the things we may expect to see; for then we shall know what to look for and will be neither frightened, astonished, nor incredulous when we commence to obtain glimpses of these things”.


However, wonderful as these developments are_and because they are wonderful_a responsibility attends them.


“Students should realize that a serious responsibility goes with the possession of knowledge, for to whom much is given, of him much shall be required; and if we bury our talent, may we not expect a merited condemnation? The Rosicrucian Fellowship can fulfill its mission only in so far as each member does his duty in spreading the Teachings [AND IN LIVING THE LIFE], and therefore it is to be hoped that this may serve to call attention of students to the fact of their individual duty”.


But let there be no misunderstanding on the nature of this duty.


We are not appointed to build up a powerful organization, with great wealth, imposing buildings, and hundreds of thousands of dues-paying members.


Our duty is simply to spread the truths pertaining to the New Age, in such wise as circumstances may determine.


We do not have to mention the word “Rosicrucian” nor “The Rosicrucian Fellowship;” but if we are asked as to the source of our knowledge then it is our privilege, as well as our duty, to speak the truth, and to give our spiritual background.


And of course we should not force our views upon unwilling ears.


Mental hospitals today are full of cases of so-called nervous and mental breakdowns which are in fact nothing else than persons suffering from exposure to psychic forces which they do not understand, and as a result of which they are nervously and emotionally exhausted and go in deadly fear.


These conditions are caused by the over-stimulation of the great nerve center of the solar plexus, before the higher centers in the brain have come into play sufficiently to extend a measure of control.


We touch upon this issue only in passing, as a symptom of the sensitization which occurs as the Aquarian Age approaches.


It is not only the solar plexus which receives such stimulation from cosmic forces, but other nerve centers, also, including the optic nerve and the brain areas having to do with vision, which in this case is the extended vision pertaining to the etheric region.


Etheric sight ordinarily depends upon the sensitiveness of the optic nerve, but even when the optic nerve is defective or destroyed, it may be that etheric vision can be developed through the use of substitute nerve channels.


We are told that much of the defective vision found among us today is due to the increasing densification of the ethers, which is part of the over-all effect of the solar radiation when the Sun nears Aquarius at the vernal equinox by precession.


By means of etheric sight it is possible to see everything that exists in the Etheric Region of the physical world.


When this vision first develops it reveals the lowest, or Chemical Ether, which varies from gray-blue, through blue, to violet, or a dark blue that is almost black.


Max Heindel speaks of the Chemical Ether as “dark, almost black”.


Because of the interplay or intermingling of the other ethers in the Chemical Ether, this ether may also seem to be reddish-blue, magenta, violet, or purple, according to the density of the ethers.


When anyone views an object with etheric sight he sees THROUGH the object in a manner similar to the way an X-ray penetrates solid substance.


It is therefore called X-ray vision, although this is by no means an accurate description.


In viewing an object with etheric vision the seer sees first the outer part, then the next adjacent part, and finally on through to the farther side of the object.


One may have higher grades of sight (Desire World vision, mental, etc.) and yet not have etheric sight.


By means of etheric sight one can see through books, papers, letters, wall, or anything else for a short distance.


In the Aquarian Age when many will have etheric sight it will be extremely easy to study anatomy and to detect a morbid growth, a dislocation, or a pathological condition of the body, for with this vision the doctor will be able to study directly both anatomical structures and physiological processes without hindrance.


As the New Age advances, the masses will develop etheric sight, and with this widespread development it will be largely impossible for one to live a double life and to act differently in the home than one does in public.


Were we aware now of the invisible entities thronging our houses, we should often feel ashamed of the things we do and say.


The various kinds of entities filling the air are attracted to people who are of like nature with themselves, whether good or evil, and these entities are low on the path of evolution and have not the intelligence to retain a disguise very long at a time, but must, sooner or later, expose their true inner quality.


But whether seen or unseen, the invisible etheric entities feed on the Life Ether of the person to whom they are attracted, if they are permitted to linger in the aura.


Consequently they not only tend to influence such persons toward evil, but they also weaken their vital body; and this leads to such cases of nerve exhaustion as result in partial possession or obsession.


It is as impossible to rid the aura of such entities without a complete moral and emotional cleansing as to stamp out malaria without draining the swamps and pools where the malaria mosquito breeds.


Where the atmosphere is full of such entities, revealing unerringly the condition of psychic and mental uncleanness of those who entertain them, and when in the New Age virtually everyone has the power to see them, there will be no way of hiding what our prevailing character may be.


“There will be no privacy which may not be broken into by any one who desires to see us.


it will avail nothing that we send the office boy or maid out to tell an unwelcome visitor that we are ‘not in.’ This means that in the New Age honesty and straightforwardness will be the only worthwhile policy, for we cannot then do wrong and hope to escape detection.


There will be people whose wickedness of character lead them in the ways of wickedness then as now, but they will at least be marked so that they may be avoided”.


Concerning etheric vision Max Heindel says further: (MS 591-2): “Experience has proved that the afflicted stellar ray from certain parts of the zodiac already mentioned interferes with the etheric vibration sensed by the retina of the eye, and thus impairs the physical sight.


if, in the same figure, Neptune is focused through one of these places, the so-called ‘yellow spot,’ which is BLIND because sensitized by the spiritual ray of Neptune (i.e. the spinal spirit fire), and thus it may be that a person physically nearsighted, or even blind, may view the spiritual worlds hidden from people whose sight is focused by mercurial vibrations” (in the nerves ruled by Mercury).


And again (LETTERS TO STUDENTS p.82): “We do not see physical objects OUTSIDE the eye:* they are reflected in the retina, and we see only their ‘image’ INSIDE the eye.


As light is the agent of reflection, objects which resist the passage of light appear opaque; other substances, like glass, seem clear because they admit light rays readily.


When the spiritual sight is used, light of superlative intensity is generated INSIDE the body between the pituitary body and the pineal gland.


It is focused ‘through’ the so-called blind spot in the eye directly upon the object to be investigated.


The scope of the direct ray is entirely different from the range of the reflected physical ray.


It penetrates a wall without difficulty”.


*Recent findings seem to suggest that the function of the retina is more analytical and selective than was formerly believed, but this does not affect the correctness of the above in reference to etheric sight.




2 - THE CHEMICAL ETHER IN THE HUMAN BODY


The etheric region of the earth’s planetary envelope is part and parcel of the physical Earth itself.


It is no “spiritual” except in the sense that the entire living universe is the expression of God’s beauty and wisdom.


It is commonly called “the lowest” of the invisible “spirit” regions, and etheric sight is also called “the lowest” form of “spiritual” sight.


“Lowest” it may be, but it reveals a world lying just beyond the borderline of physical sight, magical to those fortunate enough to gaze upon it.


There are several kinds of vision besides the physical which belongs to the normal human eye.


We have said that etheric vision depends in part upon the sensitization of the optic nerve.


It depends also on a certain degree of looseness between the etheric body and the physical.


In primitive races this looseness of the etheric body results in entire populations having a degree of etheric vision, so that the existence of fairies and spirits is never doubted, and magic, both white and black, flourishes.


Such people are so responsive to psychic force projected at them by occult practitioners that they have been known to lie down and die from no discernable physical cause.


This condition is due to the etheric body being pushed out, in whole or in part, from the physical body, as occurs also in the process of hypnosis.


We know of one instance where one person, holding the hand of a girl belonging to a more primitive race, by a little effort of concentration, and without intending it, drove the etheric double out of the girl’s hand and arm, which became cold, clammy, and inert.


This girl was highly intelligent, showing that looseness of the etheric body does not infer weakness of intellect in these primitive races.


In fact they are often very bright mentally.


Hypnotism should not be confused with mesmerism or magnetism; there are real magnetic currents which flow through the vital body, visible as radiating lines of force, and which can be sensed as electrical in nature.


Concentrated by an effort of will, they become dense and almost physically tangible.


Many persons have seen what they call “magnetic rain” in the atmosphere.


This fall of magnetic force is not the same as the “cosmic rays” of modern physics, however.


It is susceptible to control by the human will_which, so far as presently known, the cosmic rays are not_and can be directed in various ways.


The magnetic forces have some connection with the biological life process; it is not MERELY electromagnetism, although it is quite obviously capable of acting in that area; as shown in the laboratory experiments where nerve currents have been proved to be a form of electricity.


Occult science has shown_long before physical science entered the field_ that the forces which run through the nervous system are electromagnetic in nature, and that their diminution or blockage may result in paralysis.


It is this magnetic aura which modern biology is exploring, within which every organ of the body has its positive and negative pole; and some, like the heart, having more than one set of poles.


The heart has been found to have twelve poles, alternating negative and positive.


Again, it is this magnetic aura which binds the molecules of the body into their organic patterns; and the Invisible Helper is sometimes aware of streams of magnetism flowing through the inner planes when he awakens out of the body at night.


Many persons who have developed a small degree of etheric sight have expressed astonishment when first beholding showers of stars, pyramids, double pyramids, cubes and other geometrical forms issuing from the body.


Such figures are the cast-off molecules of which his body is composed and which are being excreted through the action of the radiating vital forces of the etheric body.


Students who are interested in making an analysis of these figures may consult scientific magazines and books in which the molecular structure of matter is indicated.


There they will find that each molecule has its own characteristic atomic structure, which occult investigators have been describing under another terminology.


Note that these microscopic crystals seem to have actual size and shape to the etheric vision.


(Sometimes they appear in large clusters).


We can understand from this why the seers were not at first able to explain what they saw in terms of laboratory science.


This has not been possible until our own twentieth century, with its development of atomic and nuclear physics.
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