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What Others Are Saying


I've known Pastor Mark close to ten years. He is a servant with a generous heart to help others achieve something significant. In this manuscript that Mark has penned, his desire to assist others continues to ring through loud and clear. It is in Mark's DNA to flow in this realm.


There is a reference in chapter 4 about blind spot's while driving a vehicle. I don't think any of us know, how often we have near-miss accidents, looking over our shoulder before making a turn, or switching lanes. So it is with our lives, we can avoid so much potential pain and anguish if we will look, see, and respond to our blind spots. If we don't deal with our blind spots, they can cloud our vision to the point that we miss the Light of God trying to connect us to healing, deliverance, and restoration.


Mark has written personal stories, and has also included healing stories that demonstrate the power and love of Jesus that illustrate the points he is making in each chapter. Some of his childhood tales are outrageous, such as being a young boy trying to jump off the roof of his house while using a bed sheet as a parachute. Another story finds him pretending to be Tarzan while jumping from a dump truck, only to be stabbed in the mouth by a pointed object. 


Keep a pencil or pen in hand to make personal notes as you delve into the text and to fill in the blanks provided within. Be ready for God to speak to you and to show areas of your life, and then be quick to respond and allow the Lord to restore anything that Satan has stolen. You can trust the author of this book, and the author of your faith as you proceed.




—Jay West, pastor and author of the books: Kingdom Encounters, Downloads From Heaven, Willing To Yield, and Well, Well, Well.





Pastor Mark Baxter's book, What Are Your Blind Spots? is unique and compelling. Mark has a gift of articulating things that other people may avoid, such as blind spots, which are important to bring to light. His approach is clear, concise, and easy to apply. In addition to his being a good teacher and pastor, he has a gift to bring freedom to the body of Christ by addressing areas that we often don't see, and don't know how to receive healing from them. His teaching and practical steps towards deliverance and healing through the power of the Holy Spirit will bring new life to all those that avail themselves to his wisdom.




—Cindy Hasz, LVN, CMC, President/CEO, Grace Care Management
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As you read this book, please keep the theme in mind, which is


to know WHO you are, as well as to know WHOSE you are.


Recognize your identity, your sonship or “daughtership” in Christ, your eternal relationship with Abba (Father) God through 


His Son Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit!


His Son Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit!
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I dedicate this book to my beautiful wife, helpmate, and best friend of over 22 years, Karen Ann Baxter. Karen understood God's call on my life as she later in our marriage sacrificed almost ten years not being near our daughter, son-in-law, or our grandchildren that live in Texas. Karen married me and came on this life journey knowing that I love, trust, and try my best to follow Jesus in all I do. 


Before our marriage in June of 1997, but mostly after we married, Karen began to see God's call on my life to follow Jesus roll out as I evangelized, healed the sick, preached and taught God’s word. 


Karen also experienced part of the call on my life including over seven years of school, which led me to my Master of Ministry degree (M.Min.). After being ordained as a pastor in August 2007––with my wife by my side––I planted my first church, Ramona Vineyard Church, in October 2012 in Ramona, California. We ended the season at Ramona Vineyard Church as I obeyed God, by shutting down the church, not handing off the baton and moved to Conroe, Texas in October 2016. Karen was pleased, as she now would be near our daughter, son-in-law, and our four grandchildren. 


On February 6, 2017, God spoke to me about writing this book, my first book, What Are Your Blind Spots? Once again, my encouraging, patient, totally supportive, beautiful wife stood by my side as I spent long hours compiling and writing this book.  


Karen, thank you for standing by my side and trusting that I heard correctly through the Holy Spirit for our present and near plans, encouraging me along the way, even when things got hard during the church plant, and then shutting down the church, and then again being patient as I wrote this book.
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Foreword
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God created us to exist in the context of community; we are not meant to live in isolation. I'm convinced that one of the reasons God created mankind was, that we need each other to help us to see our blind spots. A blind spot is something that requires our attention, but we cannot see it. We need God to reveal it to us or, as He often does, use someone to bring it to our attention. Blind spots hinder us from becoming and achieving that which God intends for us. They create problems in our relationships with one another and with God. Blind spots rob of us of our inheritance, our identity and ultimately our destiny. We need to be able to see our blind spots. Thus, we need one another to help us know and understand what we are blind to, and we need those that will do it with courage, boldness, grace, love, compassion, and mercy.  


I have known Pastor Mark Baxter for several years. He is a beloved friend and a gifted pastor, teacher, and evangelist. He truly cares for the people God called him to shepherd, and he has a heart for the lost. You will feel that care in the way he approaches this book because he approaches it not just as a teaching, but also as a pastor ministering to his sheep. In his education, Mark simplifies potentially complex issues, and he does that in this book as he "unpacks" the various blind spots, which can be present in our lives. However, Mark is also careful not to assume that a book can accomplish everything needed to deal with blind spots, particularly those that are more deeply entrenched and those caused by severe woundedness. He wisely directs you, the reader, to Biblically grounded, competent, and compassionate counselors, pastors, and communities of believers. These are the people who can facilitate, and the context in which, deliverance and healing from blind spots are most likely to occur. 


This book serves as a great launching point for becoming aware of what blind spots can exist in our life, and by bringing that awareness, can potentially give rise to a revelation by the Spirit as to which ones may be present. We can then seek the people, and the help we need to be set free and experience the wholeness through Christ that we deserve. We are meant to live victorious and joy-filled lives in the context of loving and united communities who serve Him wholeheartedly. So, get ready to see what you haven't been able to see – those blind spots which have hindered your walk with God and your relationships with others. Are you ready to receive the upgrade He has for you?




—Jim Kubiak, Equipping Minister


Harvest Valley Worship Center, Sandpoint, Idaho
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A Personal Note From The Author
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Reading my book isn't the fix-all method! That, my new friend, is not my job! I wholeheartedly believe it is God's job, through Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit, to show you what you need. 


If you are a follower of Jesus, please take a moment and ask the Lord to give you Holy Spirit lenses to see clear as you read, ponder, and pray through the writing of this book. 


Pause here and ask Father God this question: “How is my vertical relationship with you?” Until that is in focus, it will be complicated to navigate your horizontal relationships to understand the collateral damage caused by the actions of your Blind Spots.


My hope and prayers are this; by the time you finish this book that the person of the Holy Spirit will highlight one or more of your Blind Spots.


My number one purpose in this book is for you to begin to see through God's Word and these life stories to take steps to discover the damage done by the Blind Spots(s) in your own life.  


Secondly, I'm hoping you will have the opportunity to deal with and dissolve the damage that you have caused in your own life along with open doors to help restore some of your broken past or present relationships, but only if no further emotional or physical harm is to come to you or them.


Thirdly, I hope as you deal with your Blind Spots(s), that this book lovingly helps you to point out a Blind Spots(s) to your friends and/or family, which in turn will help them to walk through and restore some of their broken relationships with others. 


If you aren't a follower of Jesus but are tired of steering your own life, then give the steering wheel of your life to Jesus today by reading this simple prayer aloud. Jesus, I realize I'm a sinner, and I'm in need of a savior; please forgive my sins that you died on the cross for, please come into my heart and dwell forever as you change me from the inside out to be more like you. This day I give up my steering wheel of life to you! Amen. If you just said this prayer, then let me congratulate you! If you have Christian friends, let them know right away and get plugged into a local church body so you can further your growth in your new faith walk with Jesus. If you don't currently have a Christian friend, please seek out a local Bible-believing church to get plugged in.


I believe relationship begins the moment one loving word is spoken to the one we are praying for or one touch as they experience the presence of God invading their personal space. 


It is the reason why, "I call Father God, ‘the Loving Ambusher,’ because he sneaks up and loves on those he has created." 




—Pastor Mark Baxter 


I hope you find this read both enjoyable and rewarding!
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Just as each vehicle’s you and I purchase have blind spots, we as humans have them as well. If you are willing to be humble and open to change in your own life, God will reveal your Blind Spots just as he has and continues to show mine to me. When I finally opened up to God to trust him, I began to recognize that not only did he truly love me, but that he cared about every single little or big detail in my life. It was at that time the Lord gently began showing me my Blind Spots as He pointed out my somewhat skewed relationship with Him, and how that affected every single one of my past, and present relationships. 


After you begin the process of embracing your Blind Spots(s), you will be able to see more clearly, and take inventory of the damage you have done as you accept responsibility for your wrong actions. Am I the only one who sees this? Or do you also find it strange, that we always seem to hurt the ones closest to us? After all, we aren't going to walk down the street to see a perfect stranger and begin pointing the finger and yelling at them. Our lives are no different when we act out our Blind Spot(s), as we cause damaged relationships that are minor, major and even sometimes so broken that they become irreparable. 


Two questions to ponder:



	Do you see the Blind Spots in your life?  


	Why do you think people don't see their Blind Spots?





Because they are just that, they are Blind Spots!


My hope and prayers are that this book full of Scripture, biblical stories, and real-life personal stories will give you some information along with some tools to help you discover, admit and deal with any Blind Spots in your present journey of life.


Father God, I pray that as my new friend reads this book, that through each chapter you will gently reveal every Blind Spot(s) in their life as you have and continue in mine through the Holy Spirit and people too.  


Father, as you reveal and peel back the layers of damage that a Blind Spot(s) has caused, that each person reading this book will find some resolve, that will lead to reconciliation, along with deep healing for them in the present, and past damaged, and broken relationships. Father, I ask that also you will reveal where some relationships have been hurtful by going back to try to rebuild them in person, and that each person can, from a distance, forgive, and reconcile peace with and through you. –In Jesus' name, Amen 


Enjoy the rest of the journey as you keep your heart open so that your Blind Spot(s) will come forth.
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Part 1:
Relationship Collisions
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Chapter 1:
Where Did Blind Spots Originate?
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NO ONE IS IMMUNE TO BLIND SPOTS!


We are all naive to our Blind Spots that will remain hidden until God or someone that knows and loves us points them out.


Whether you are a religious person, against religion, agnostic, atheist or a follower of Christ, you can expect to have relational collisions one day.  


The question here is what you will do when relational collisions do happen in your life? In other words, what lengths will you go to get your resolve? Will you turn to something to block the relevant emotional feelings such as the use of alcohol, other drugs, food, or pornography, etc.?  


What can cause these relational collisions?   Blind Spots!


So once again, the same two questions that I asked in my introductory chapter, 



	Do you see the Blind Spots in your life?  


	Why do you think people don't see their Blind Spots?





Because they are just that, they are Blind Spots!


Where would you say Blind Spots originated?


Since the year I preached and taught at Ramona Vineyard Church on this 12-week mini-series, I have had the opportunity to ask literally hundreds of Christians, including pastors, and lay workers, this same question. 


Think about how you would answer this next question? 


Everyone I have asked this question seems to come up with the same answer, which is this, Blind Spots started in the Garden of Eden when the serpent tempted Eve with the fruit in Genesis 3:1-6.


If this was your answer too, I hate to burst your bubble, but that answer is incorrect. However, Scripture does give us a clue, so please take a moment to pause and read this passage: 




For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil (Genesis 3:5).





Did the clue give you the total answer? 


NO! But it does give a hint of the answer.


Part of the answer is in the narrative in the book of Isaiah, and the other part finishes off in the book of Revelation. 


To be able to get a more unobstructed view of this book, please pause here and read these two short passages below. You will see the picture of how Lucifer/Satan wanted to be equal to God!


How you have fallen from heaven,


morning star, son of the dawn!


You have been cast down to the earth,


you who once laid low the nations!


13 You said in your heart,


"I will ascend to the heavens;


I will raise my throne


above the stars of God;


I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,


on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon.


14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;


I will make myself like the Most High."


15 But you are brought down to the realm of the dead,


to the depths of the pit (Isaiah 14:12-15).












Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels 


fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels 


fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, 


and they lost their place in heaven. 


9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent 


called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. 


He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.


10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:


"Now have come the salvation and the power


and the kingdom of our God,


and the authority of his Messiah.


For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,


who accuses them before our God day and night,


has been hurled down.


11 They triumphed over him


by the blood of the Lamb


and by the word of their testimony;


they did not love their lives so much


as to shrink from death.


12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens


and you who dwell in them!


But woe to the earth and the sea,


because the devil has gone down to you!


He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short" 


(Revelation 12:7-12).


So now we see that Blind Spots originated when Satan wanted to be like God! Now that you have that view of the origin of Blind Spots, you can begin the journey through this book. 


What is a blind spot?


A blind spot is a portion of a field that cannot be seen or inspected with available equipment. 


A blind spot can be a subject that you do not understand well, often because you do not want to know or admit the truth about it.


Here is a spiritual definition of Blind Spot: 


As a pastor, I see it as just one form of punishment that is orchestrated by Satan with some of his schemes, to keep people not only trapped but also bound as he continually deceives them into believing that God doesn't care what happens to them and the ones they love. 


Over several years, I have witnessed many relational collisions. Some collisions are minor, some are moderate, and still, others have caused major catastrophes in peoples' lives.


If these relational collisions continue, they can cause long-lasting problems in your current relationships. They can also add future damage for many years in new relationships resulting in more emotional hurt for others, as wells as you too. A fact of life is:


Hurting People Hurt People!


Some of these relational collisions happen to pastors, more of fleshing that out in coming chapters in this book. 


As I watch all the devastation in the United States and our world, my thoughts immediately take me back to a Pharisee that lived in the 1st century named Saul. Saul had Blind Spots revealed in his relational collision with God on the road to Damascus. Saul found himself knocked to the ground and blinded on the road to Damascus. As a young Pharisee, Saul was headed to Damascus to gain more recognition as a persecutor of those in a sect called the "Way." This was before they were called Christians in the book of Acts.




Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So, for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch (Acts 11:25-26).





––––––––
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Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do (Acts 9:1-6). 





Saul had a Blind Spot of Arrogance, as well as a Blind Spot of Pride before his conversion to Christ. He saw the cross as a form of punishment, and an example to families not to break the Roman law. The cross in Saul's eyes would have been a symbol of shame for the families related to that person crucified. As a Pharisee, Saul would have viewed the cross as a victory for the Pious religious sect. 


Even though Saul studied the Old Testament Scriptures, and assumed he knew everything about Yahweh––what Yahweh's plans were for life in general but more importantly for eternal life––he still somehow missed the truth of the Messiah in the Scriptures. Even in the book of Isaiah, Saul didn't seem to see it. However, when Saul got saved/received eternal life through his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, he then went from his Hebrew name, Saul; and took on his Greek name, Paul. 


Paul learned what it was like for those he previously pursued as Saul as he too endured persecution, trials, and imprisonment, along with suffering sorrow as he lived out the truth of the one that hung on the cross––i.e., Jesus Christ. 


Saul had a Blind Spot of Arrogance as well as a Blind Spot of Pride, but after he encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus, he as Paul was healed of his Blind Spots as he now saw the cross as a victory!


The Apostle Paul Came to Realize... 



	Paul learned that God loves us with unconditional love no matter what we have done in the past, present, or what we will do in the future. We can't make God love us more, and he will never love us less. 











“Come now, let us settle the matter," says the Lord "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land (Isaiah 1:18-19).  
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