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    Introduction




    Maybe you are asking yourself, ‘on what authority can you write this book, Alan?’ And I don’t blame you for asking me that question. I came to Thailand at the end of 2006 with out any teaching experience at all except for training some people how to program, and operate CNC Machining centers in a sub-con engineering shop. Perhaps, you are from a similar background?




    For now though, you need to ask yourself a few very important relevant questions;




    1). Are you thinking of doing a TEFL course in Thailand, just because you can obtain a ‘one year Non-im B visa, which permits you to stay in Thailand for that duration, although you will have to leave the country every ninety days, either to Cambodia or Laos. Do you want to spend your evenings and weekends drinking Chang beer on the beach in Pattaya in search of a Thai wife? If that is the case then you are reading the wrong book as you should be reading, ‘Thailand, the Ups and Downs’, which was my first book. It is initially about the subject of Thai women, and what to look out for. It can be found on Amazon, Apple’s iBookstore and other major online retailers.




    2). Are you the type of person who can easily adapt to a different culture and climate?




    3). Can you bite your tongue and smile when you have to accept something that you consider to be wrong?




    4). Can you control your temper, and be calm when you are standing in front of a classroom of fifty or more uncontrollable thirteen year-old students?




    5). Can you humble yourself and not talk as if your country is far more advanced than Thailand is, and accept what you are asked to do?




    6). Can you put aside what you were, what you did and what you had in your home country to be a teacher earning a quarter of what you used to make in your previous profession, without complaining about the salary?




    7). Can you accept that if you are lucky enough to be able to work at the same school for several years, your salary will remain the same. No matter how hard you work or how much effort that you put in. You may be required to substitute for an absent Thai teacher, but you will not be paid one baht for doing that, although Thai teachers are!




    7). Can you recognise your own mistakes and learn from them?




    8). Most high schools pay on a ten-month basis, so would you be happy earning nothing in October and April?




    9). Can you work in an environment where you don’t have any rights? You will not be paid sick pay no matter what the circumstances are.




    10). You could be dismissed for something so trivial in your own country, but seriously violates Thai culture. Saying ‘good morning’ is very important even if you don’t get a single response from the Thai teachers.




    11). Are you able to wake up in the morning, stand in front of your mirror and put a happy false smile on your face, because if you don’t do that, then you will be criticized at school for being too serious. If you walk into a classroom with an unhappy expression on your face, the students will think that you are unhappy with them, or that they have done something wrong.




    Smiles are important.




    12). English is your native tongue and Thai teachers will make mistakes when they speak to you, because it is their second language. Don’t correct them or ridicule what they have said, because it will create a tremendous loss of face for them. In the beginning tactfully ask if they want you to correct their English should they make a mistake. This is an important area for you to tread very carefully with. You must never belittle a Thai teacher or make them feel inadequate. Remember that there are over 180,000 words and phrases in the English language as against only about 50,000 in Thai. One word in Thai can have five or six different English translations, and so, they might use the wrong word for a particular situation.




    I have met and worked with many foreigners who didn’t ask themselves the above questions before they booked a flight. The end result being that they were the wrong people for the job!




    So, what are my qualifications that make me think that this book is important for you to read, well okay. I’ve taken a TEFL course in Bangkok and worked long hours at that language school. Six years as a teacher in Government High Schools resulting in me teaching at all six levels, from Mathayom One to Six. Also, I have done some part-time teaching at two universities, as well as many hours of private work in the corporate sector, teaching business English. I’ll start with the qualifications that you must have to obtain a Teachers’ License.




    1). A Bachelor Degree in any subject from a recognised university.




    2). A TEFL certificate that is recognised by the Thai education department.




    3). A Thai Language and Culture certificate.




    4). One years teaching experience in a Thai government school.




    If you are an experienced teacher in your own country and you have authentic qualifications to prove it, then things are different and easier for you, however you will still find this book useful as a guide line.
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