

  [image: ]




  




  AUSTRALIAN MISOGYNIST




  (ePUB EDITION)




  © 2013 Robert Cettl




   




  Digitally published by Robert Cettl




   




  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, printing, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser. The publisher has used several means to ensure that any and all referenced URLs, hyperlinked to external websites, are correct and active as at publication date. The Publisher has no responsibility for any external website and cannot guarantee that such sites, and links, will remain live or that content is inoffensive.




   




  ISBN# 978-0-9807303-0-2




   




  COVER: blue tie © Cristovao Oliveira | Dreamstime.com




  





  E-Book Distribution: XinXii


  http://www.xinxii.com


  [image: logo_xinxii]





   




   




   




   




  AUSTRALIAN MISOGYNIST




  A E-BOOK PROFILE OF TONY ABBOTT




   




   




  “It should be everyone’s goal to elevate the standards of public debate, not lower them.”




  (Tony Abbott’s address to the Institute of Public Affairs, 2012.)




   




  “No one, however smart, however well-educated, however experienced … is the suppository of all wisdom.”




  (Tony Abbott, italics added)




  PREFACE




  Hello America. Hello Europe. Hello Australasia.




   




  You may have heard, late last year, a speech by Australia’s then Labor Prime Minister Julia Gillard (Australia’s first female PM, and an atheist at that) in which she labeled the leader of the then opposition Liberal Party, Tony Abbott (a Catholic nicknamed “the Mad Monk”) a “misogynist”. When the speech was put on YouTube it went viral (as they say), quickly making international headlines in the UK and the USA, where both the New York Times and The New Yorker picked up on it. It was heralded as a decisive moment for feminism, not just in Australia, for here was the first direct repudiation of the culture of Patriarchal misogyny which has so long hampered women in their exercise self-determination.




  




  As a male, I’m well aware of the misogyny endemic in Australian culture and of which, sadly, Tony Abbott is indeed representative.




   




  I’m going to tell you now a little about contemporary Australian politics in the wake of Ms. Gillard’s remarkable speech from my perspective: male, post-graduate educated, middle-aged, atheist, neither a smoker nor a drinker, nor (unlike most Australian males or “blokes” a fan of Australian football (“Aussie Rules” as its termed).




   




  What I will relate to you ain’t pretty.




   




  As a matter of fact, it is a moral and ethical disgrace.




   




  Australia may have been a great place to visit when Crocodile Dundee star Paul Hogan ran his Aussie tourist ad campaign in the USA, but times have changed. As of the last election, Sept. 7th, 2013, Australia is now run by the very man Gillard decried as misogynist and upon whose ideology and behavior the dictionary definition of “misogyny” was contemporized in both Australia and the USA. Furthermore, his cabinet – with only one female member – has less women in positions of power than Afghanistan (home of the Taliban, remember). And: Tony the Abbott, vehemently anti-abortion to the point of threatening pharmaceutical companies that sought to market an abortion pill he fought to prohibit from access to women, even made a point of appearing as a character witness for a priest found guilty of molesting (i.e. raping) children.




   




  What is tragic about his leadership is that his misogyny oversees a concerted campaign to impose Church over State. Tony the Abbott, you see, is a Catholic who invited as “guest of honor” to a political pep-talk the very same Cardinal whom, just days before, had admitted to a Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse (ostensibly by Catholic clergy) his complicity in a decades-long systemic cover-up of pedophile priests by the Catholic Church in Australia.




   




  As you shall see, Abbott’s misogyny and his Catholicism are inseparable. No separation of Church and State is possible with Tony the Abbott as Prime Minister: he will abide by his morals agenda.




  MANIPULATING MISOGYNY FOR CATHOLIC MORAL IMPOSITION




  Tony the Abbott’s misogynistic utterances date back to his student years. It was revealed by journalists from the Herald-Sun newspaper that Abbott participated in assault and harassment against women in the years 1976-1978, though Abbott claims such reports are exaggerated. Teacher Barbie Schaffer recalled of her Sydney University classmate Abbott when still a Uni student: “He was very aggressive, particularly towards women and homosexuals” (Walsh & Sutton, 2012). This student machismo (bravado?) went even further:




   




  “He was repeatedly accused in the university paper of being a right-wing thug and bully who used sexist and racist tactics to intimidate his opponents. Lawyer David Patch, who is a Labor candidate in the federal seat of Wentworth, recalls an AUS conference in the mid-1970s, which had initiated a special “women’s room” for females to discuss political issues. ‘Tony used to stand outside the women’s room with his right-wing mates and loudly tell sexist and homophobic jokes’ (Walsh & Sutton, 2012).




   




  In his political tenure it was in 1998 to a woman’s magazine no less that he remarked “What if men are by physiology or temperament more adapted to exercise authority or to issue command?” (Lester 2012). Though phased as a question, it indicated his core belief - biologically determined gender roles: specifically men are more suited to positions of power, while women are more suited to domestic duties. By extension therefore, men are entitled to power over women. This core belief – which he maintains to this day – is the essence of his misogyny, a concealed contempt for women as inferior based on their physiological difference from men and the belief that due to such inferiority women have their “place” and should not attempt to move beyond it.




   




  Indeed, immediately upon his election to the Prime Ministership, Abbott appointed his cabinet of co-conspirators, all of whom bar one were male (and a large proportion Catholic). Abbott also appointed himself head of “Women’s Policies and Programs” (Price, 2013). His ostensible reason for this was so that this important arena was consolidated with the head of government. Yes, but what lies in store for Women’s Policies and Programs with Abbott at the helm? How does Abbott consider women’s issues: either way, he alone now determines their “place”? And of the basis of his prior behavior, this is worrisome.




   




  For instance, one way women historically women moved beyond their place, in the USA as well as Australia (indeed the entire Western, secular world) was in the demand for abortion rights. Naturally thus, this is where Abbott first revealed his proverbial true colors when, as Health Minister, he fought to prevent women from getting access to both abortion drugs and un-biased pregnancy counseling. Indeed in 2004, Health Minister Tony the Abbott decreed that “Abortion is the easy way out… it’s hardly surprising that people should choose the most convenient exit from awkward situations,” (www.tonyabbott.com, 2004: since taken down from the website but amply quoted elsewhere).




   




  Following consultation with Australia’s leading Catholic Cardinal (then Archbishop) George Pell in 2004 (which Abbott at first denied), by 2005, Abbott opposed the “morning after pill”, abortion drug RU486, yet had the lying audacity to declare to Parliament that “I want to make it clear that I do not judge or condemn any woman who has had an abortion but any abortion is a tragedy and up to 100,000 abortions a year is this generations legacy of unutterable shame” (Parliament, 2005). The message was clear: abortion is a shame!
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