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Prologue


[image: image]




Many years ago, at a time where magic beings still walked on Earth, a man called William McKay offered shelter to a group of refugees. Those people were running away from nefarious vikings so they begged him to hide in his peaceful and fertile lands. William, who inherited those lands from his father, was never much of a worker; he liked the hunting and the drinking but not the harvest. Therefore he saw an opportunity to take advantage of those suffering refugees to his own benefit.

"My lands are your lands" he said to the group "My last name will be yours now. We'll all be the McKays, a big united family and your work will provide for us"

And that was it. They built houses, they sowed the earth and raised animals. The work was hard, but the people were happy since they had a roof over their heads, food and peace. Most of what the families produced went to McKay´s pockets, who was living the best life he always wished for. Day by day the clan grew and he became richer and more powerful. Yet one thing was missing: a wife.

Sadie was known to be the most beautiful woman in that region; she got there when she was a child with the first group of refugees and in that moment she was a grown woman. Her white skin contrasted with her black hair, which was always braided; she had ocean blue eyes and always a smile on her face. She already had turned down many marriage proposals and of course William ended up interested in her. When he proposed, Sadie also refused but that made William so mad that he threatened to banish everyone from the land and Sadie, always caring, knew people would starve if they lost their home. What no one knew is that Sadie´s heart already had an owner and it wasn’t any man: he was Fae, a magic being who lived in a cabin close to a cliff in the deepest and most inaccessible part of the Forest, where you could only hear the cry of owls. His name was Kaloh and he looked very human; he was tall, wasn’t full of muscles but had an athletic shape, his hair reached the waist and his violet eyes revealed a mystic aura. One day, while Sadie walked through the Forest, she met Kaloh and they fell instantly in love. When the moon was at its highest, she sneaked out of her home to see Kaloh, who used to take her to his cabin and played his magic lute. Their love was forbidden yet they never felt more alive. 

Sadie saw herself declining her true love to protect her family and every night she suffered from her husband’s abuse. He ordered the villagers to build him a stone fortress and that required hard work from dozens of men. However the only people who were allowed to enter were his close friends to whom he threw parties with big banquets and lots of ale. But the gates remained closed since the villagers were not allowed to enjoy luxury. 

Each day, Sadie immersed herself more in the sadness her life had turned, always feeling depressed and barely coming out of her bed. Then finally a comfort came: Sadie was pregnant. And despite not being from the man she loved, she knew that child would make her days better. 

“The King requests to all the men that can wield a sword to join him in battle”

Despite William’s distaste to join the war he had to leave Sadie alone with little Douglas in the castle. Many months passed without any news and the women worried about their husbands and sons. Even if it was shameful to admit, Sadie felt happier without William because her days with her son were pure peace. Until one day they received a message about the death of her husband. Sadie would be lying if she said she wasn’t relieved. It took a whole war, but now she was finally free of that monster who sucked the life out of her. Now she was ready for a new start. She ended up becoming the leader of her people because everyone loved her and she was the mother McKay´s heir. Everything was settling into place so she chased the love of her life, Kaloh.  

He was playing the lute when she found him and when they finally embraced each other it seemed like they were never apart. They vowed never to leave one another and face everything in the name of love. 

What no one expected was that McKay was still alive. He was injured during the war but the army confused his body with another soldier. When the clan saw him returning, they ran away in fear, thinking he was a ghost. As soon as he got it, he went to look for his wife and found her in the forest near the lake with another man. 

Before the lovers saw him, he took his bow and shot an arrow to the left side of Kavoh’s chest. 

— Please, stay with me - Sadie pleaded when she realized what happened- I can’t live without you

— Because I am Fae I won’t die, but I won’t be able to take over my human form anymore - He looked into her eyes and asked if she remembered the verses he sang to her in the previous night. 

—"If something must be lost, I trade my life with yours. If something must be dissipated, I trade my life for yours. If death comes, let it be my soul as I am yours" - she repeated

— That 's actually a binding spell, my love. Our souls got united and we will never be apart. I see you on the other side. 

And that way his body fell lifeless at the edge of the lake. Without wanting to spend one more day without her soul mate, Sadie threw herself in the water and let her body sink.

From that day, William found comfort in the bottle of ale. He drank day and night as he neglected his duties to his people and to his son, whom he couldn’t even look at. Almost every night, William went to the lake that had taken his wife from him and drank even more. The people could only take so much and took advantage of his inebriating state and pushed him inside the lake, making it look like an accident. It wasn’t that hard to make this up, given his state the man found himself in. He wasn’t able to save his own life. 

Life, then, came back on track. Douglas grew up and took the leadership of the clan, being benevolent and just, like his mother once was. His lineage carried on, the clan grew and until this day Sadie and Kaloh live their happily ever after. 
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Chapter One
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Edwin 

It was spring in the Scottish Highlands. Edwin rode his horse passing through the scotch heather flowers and their scent filled the air around him. He was going to Edinburgh to solve some business with Archie because there was nothing in this world that separated Lord McGregor from his wife and children; same as Alistair, who also didn’t like to leave Rose and little Percy. 

After some many storms in the McGregor clan, they were finally living in peace and there was nothing Edwin appreciated more than living a quiet life alongside his new wife and the family they were planning to make. Separating from Diana also wasn’t easy. His wife was the most important thing in his entire life and despite seeming that she never stopped talking, there was nothing else he wanted than spending the rest of his life with her. 

He would never forget the first time he saw her in London. In that moment he knew he was lost forever. On that day, Diana was a mess, her golden hair was tied up in a loose bun, her dress didn’t match her cloth and her eyes were red from crying so much. However it seemed someone had opened the gates of Heaven and dropped an angel right in front of him. Diana lived in London with her aunt back then. Duncan went to pick her up to bring her back to Scotland to get married to Alistair McGregor and it was clear she didn’t desire the union and wanted to stay in London.

Edwin never was interested in marriage and usually he ran from women, but something about Diana attracted him in a way he was incapable of resisting. During their trip back to Scotland he couldn’t take his eyes off her. She was still scared to come back home while he was trying to be rational. Not only was he hesitant with the idea of commitment but Diana was Duncan’s sister, one of his best friends, and she was engaged to the leader of the clan. Not to mention he was a poor man, with no possessions and no titles. There was no way that beautiful woman would ever look at him.  

How surprised he was when Diana took the initiative herself and came to him when they got to the McGregor fortress. First started small, a simple bump on the hall, glancing at each other during dinner and little favors she asked him, like carrying her suitcases or moving her furniture one day for just the next day asking him to move them again.  

A thunder reverberated and that took him out of his trance. The weather in Scotland was so uncertain that even during spring, storms like that one were not uncommon. Edwin commanded the horse to go faster, he needed to get to Edinburgh before the sunset.  

He ended up getting wet because of the rain and as soon as he saw the city he rode faster so he couldn’t catch a cold. Edwin wasn’t the most healthy person, especially because of his lungs. He got to the city and found an inn to spend the night. After getting to the room he took his clothes off and put them to dry close to the fire and went to lie down. It was weird lying in a bed without Diana. Even when they weren’t married they shared a room in secret, and when they finally did get married all of their nights were spent together- and his wife had an endless appetite for him. Well, so did he for her.

After a month back in Scotland, they couldn’t deny their love for one another anymore, yet they could not be open about it. Edwin knew what Diana expected from him, after all, the man was supposed to fulfill a duty. But he couldn’t go through with it, he didn’t have enough courage to declare his love for her. However Diana wouldn’t give up so easy. When she put something on her mind she stopped at nothing to get it. So she decided to place her bets on that salvage, red haired man. She fought her father, called off the engagement and on the same night came to Edwin’s room. 

— Come in - He said when he heard the knock on the door. When he realized who it was, he was surprised to speak for a few seconds - What do you want?

Edwin got off the bed and went to her. He was only wearing the blue red kilt from the McGregor’s.

— I am not really sure of what I want - she said looking at her feet- But as soon as I saw your green eyes I started questioning everything I ever thought was correct. I don’t know how you feel about me. All I know is that I’m in love with you.

Edwin put his fingers under her chin so she could look him in the eye. She had beautiful blue eyes and her perfume was fresh and welcoming. His body reacted in a way when he was around, in a way he swore he never would feel again.

— I am not who you think I am, I have no possessions...

— I don’t care! I don’t want to be Alistair’s wife! I don’t want to be the lady of the castle. Just tell me you want me and I will stand by your side forever.

He put his hand on her back and pulled her towards him. His lips softly brushed hers and his hands only touched where the decorum allowed. 

— I want you more than I ever thought it possible to want another person. If you hadn’t come here, I would’ve left. I can’t stand the agony of seeing you and not touching you. I can’t stand anymore not calling you mine. 

Their mouths finally united. Edwin wanted to consume her and alleviate the burning desire he had for her since the moment they met. Diana was shy, inexperienced but open to new experiences and sensations.

After that day they were never apart again. Edwin put aside all of fears when it came to marriage and faced them all so they could be together. The marriage was postponed for bigger forces, but they were finally together.

As soon as his clothes dried, Edwin got dressed and got to the inn 's restaurant. He was starving since he didn’t eat anything but an apple all day. Archie said that he should take care of selling the grains as quick as possible because they needed to clear the space for a new season. That’s why he went straight to Edinburgh.  

He looked for an empty table and ordered a meat soup with mushrooms, bread and ale. In the meanwhile, he looked around and realized how much Edinburgh was turning into a big city and the commercial center of the country which attracted every kind of person. Two men played with their pipes on the back while people drank, ate and laughed. A woman with very low cleavage flirted with two men. A group of English soldiers was also in the restaurant. He never really liked his fellow neighbors but that changed when he met Queen Victoria.

The food finally came and even though it wasn’t the best food he ever ate, he still finished it really fast. 

He could barely hear anything with the pipes and the people talking on the back, but he managed to catch a very familiar name coming  out of someone 's mouth. He tried to listen to the conversation.

—... the McKay clan will suffer in the hands of that woman. Even though she says she will retire when her son completes maturity we all know that she will continue to be the one with the final word. She spends all of their money and soon the clan will starve. 

— It’s really sad. Many villagers are already leaving and going to other clans; I even met this family that is trying their luck here in the city - the other man answered - Lord John McKay was a good leader, even though he wasn’t a very nice person. But now he’s dead and there is nothing we can do.

Edwin dropped his spoon, completely losing his appetite. The world swirled around him and he had to hold himself against the table to keep from falling. The men continued with their conversation but Edwin could’t listen anymore so he threw some coins on the table and left the place to clear his mind. 

It stopped raining and the night was bright but Edwin was completely unaware of his surroundings and even bumped into a man. He started to head back to the stables to look for his horse; a good ride would keep his mind off things.

— Bring me my horse - Edwin asked for a ladddy looking out for the animals in the stable.

— Which horse, sir?

— It’s a pure blooded red and brown.

The boy went to get the horse, but Edwin could not forget the conversation he just heard. 

A man showed up and took the reins out of the lad's hands:

—Let me take it, this is a big horse for you- he said.

The man froze in place when he saw Edwin. He looked like he had just seen a ghost.

— Lord Edwin McKay? - the man asked – Is that really you?
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Chapter Two
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Diana McGregor

— Are you sure this is going to work? – Diana asked, flinching at the sight of the glass Maggie gave her.

She smelled the green beverage in her hands and she thought she would throw up.

— All the women who drank my elixir got pregnant. I am sure it will be no different for you too.- Maggie answered.

Diana took a deep breath, closed her nose with her hand and drank all of it. The taste was even worse than the smell and she really had to hold herself to not throw up.

— I hope this works. Now, what do I have to do? - Diana asked, delivering the glass back to Maggie.

— Now, darling, you have to lie with your men and really give it all you both got.

Maggie finally was gone and left her alone in the bedroom.

Her husband still hasn’t come back from the trip to Edinburgh but he was supposed to be back the day before. Diana had no idea of the reason for the delay, she only prayed the husband came back safe and sound.  

They lived in the McGregor Fortress. Edwin’s initial plan was to build something in the country, but Archie needed him in the Castle, so they stayed. She would follow her husband everywhere he’d go, but she had to admit that she actually preferred to stay in the same home she grew up in because then she could be close to her parents. 

Diana didn’t mind with luxury; only being with her grumpy irish mattered. The two of them made an unlikely couple, but that actually seemed to be a pattern for McGregor men; her father and the old Lord McGregor orchestrated an escape to bring back their beloved ones, Archie had kidnapped Victoria and Alistair got married with a woman everyone thought was crazy. So, if we look at this pattern, Edwin and Diana were the less crazy ones in that family.

A lassie raised with so much luxury in England married a grumpy irish man who didn’t even like to brush his hair. Everybody said that it would not work out, and that includes her parents, friends and especially Duncan who was not pleased to hear his best friend would marry his little sister. But the couple proved all of them wrong.

Only one thing was missing: the joy of having a child together.

When they got engaged they slept together every time they could but they took every precaution to not get pregnant.  But as soon as they got married they stopped with the protections and when Diana felt for the first time Edwin spilling his seed inside of her she felt as if they were connected forever and she could not wait until they had a child. She always wanted to be a mother and when Victoria had the children, Diana was always near them, dreaming about the day she would have one of her own. But that day never came. Every month she continued to bleed, regular like the moon cycle. 

She had tried everything; take a bath in the sea, hang baby shoes on a tree, eat carrots everyday and even stay with her legs up after having sex with her husband. She smiled with the memory of doing that for the first time. They had just made love, hard and passionate, and they were both exhausting but she took the strength in the depths of her core and turned around to put her legs up. 
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