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Preface


This document is based on Robert's untold story and his recollections regarding events that culminated in the murder of Olof Palme. The material itself is partly taken from recorded interviews that were conducted in proximity of the scene of the murder.


We who have helped Robert to get his story in print are only interested in getting the truth out about the murder of Prime Minister Olof Palme. Robert himself has made several attempts to share his information with the police, the first time being as early as 1986, and a subsequent last attempt in April 2018, when he met with Sven-Åke Blombergsson (investigator). The police have never taken Robert's information seriously.


It is therefore somewhat hilarious that the investigation, abbreviated in Swedish as the PU, was discontinued in quite a bizarre manner. In short, Stig Engström, was presented as the perpetrator during a highly anticipated press conference on 10th of June 2020. It was obvious the investigation had been directly influenced by the author of “The unlikely murderer”, Thomas Pettersson. Moreover, that which was actually put forward was certainly nothing else but old material. Engström had been at the focal point early on in the investigation and subsequently dismissed as a suspect. Private investigator Olle Minell put some focus on Engström in a series of articles around 1989-1990, in a sense presenting back then what the prosecutor, Krister Petersson, chose to serve up in 2020. Furthermore it was accompanied by two blatant falsehoods.


Firstly Petersson proclaimed that witness Lars Jeppsson was sure the perpetrator wore a peaked cap, when in fact this was the detail Jeppsson was uncertain about. The detail Jeppsson was sure about was that the fleeing individual wore some sort of jacket, definitely not a coat. Secondly it was put forward that Engström checked out from his place of work after he had a shorter conversation with the security personnel manning the reception in the building. As the personnel testify, Engström left the building immediately after the conversation. Since his check out time was registered, it thus means there is no doubt that he had already swiped his card in the terminal when the conversation with the reception staff was initiated.


But for sure, it was no coincidence that Stig E left work at about 11:20 p.m. on that particular Friday night, Stig was part of the conspiracy but he didn't want to see the perpetrator carry out the murder. Every investigator should hate fortuity, as some ancient prophet once proclaimed. Robert had met Stig several times during the preparations, so he can actually present Stig with an alibi since Robert was the first to arrive at Olof Palme’s body. Further on down the line Robert was destined to be labeled as “the stripling”.


Prior to publication, this document has been approved by Robert Barestrand.









Robert Barestrand’s background and upbringing


Robert Barestrand was born on the 12th of November 1969 in Poland as Jacek Robert Baranowski, later changed to Jacek Robert Barestrand. Robert's family moved to Stockholm, Sweden, in the 1970’s from Poland, while Robert himself came to Sweden around 1980/81. In Stockholm he lived independently of his parents during his early teens. After one year at Enskede Gårds gymnasium, Robert dropped out of school. He then learned to live life by himself, independent of parents and institutions following “the hard school of life” theorem.


Around 1985, when Robert was still in high school, one day as he was performing metalwork, the school's student assistant, Håkan E, shows up alongside Robert. He praises Robert and says that he has noticed that Robert seems handy at metal work. From here on he observes Robert's strengths and in time they become more and more acquainted with one another.


After some time, Robert is introduced to a friend of Håkan's named Gunnar Ställfors1. Gunnar lived in the Stockholm suburb of Alby at the time. Gunnar had a summer cottage in Norrtälje and also a boat (gig) that he "needed a ghost on".


Robert, who was a spirited, alert and adventurous person, liked to learn new things, and had also previously been a member of Mälarhöjden's scout troop. He had participated in the "Sailing Scouts” scheme, so he had some experience of seafaring. After a while, Robert began to travel with Gunnar on his boat, and Robert's way of handling the boat was much appreciated.


Håkan also had a boat, a sailing vessel, probably a Maxi-77 or some equivalent model. On one occasion Robert accompanied Håkan out to sea, and they came to moor north off Vaxholm. Around that time, Robert noticed that Håkan began to make some physical advances towards him. Robert rejected him, but still found it uncomfortable. Later they came to the island of Ilsholmen where Gunnar rented a cottage, which is on the way to Vätö. Robert went there on the weekends sometimes, to escape from life in the city and his alcoholic mother who didn't treat him fairly and kindly.


Robert had learned decent Swedish, being intelligent and clever, although he needed more help in school, especially with learning the Swedish language. Unfortunately, he didn't receive the help required. Gunnar noticed this, and the problems at home eventually led to Robert more or less moving in with Gunnar. One could say that he helped Robert develop as a person in Sweden.


Gunnar also had a lot of fun and exciting stuff, interesting books to read, as well as lots of videos to watch. In addition, Gunnar did a lot of fun things, which made life more comfortable and cheerful for Robert. Gradually, he learned more and more Swedish, and therefore managed his high school years better. Around the time of the murder, Robert was mostly in high school and with Gunnar, and from time to time even went home to visit his mother.


It turned out that Gunnar too had an attraction to young boys. Unfortunately, it was to some extent to the detriment of Robert, although no physical advances ever took place. He firmly rejected him, and this was respected. But from the beginning, the association was based on Robert feeling that he had nowhere to go, and therefore he had a safer life with Gunnar, who in some sense filled the roll as an "extra dad" and also to some extent as a mentor. Gunnar, in turn, may have felt that he had a "son" who could assist him in various small assignments and errands.


As for the planning of the murder, Robert didn't really understand what was going on. But he kept up with everything as best as he could, regarding what was going to take place. In general, he followed Gunnar and the gang in everything they were doing, and also came to assist a lot with practical things, even if he did not understand the purpose of what he was doing or the meaning of it. He learned much, and the time with Gunnar & Co was the entrance into the adult world for Robert.









Prelude to the murder


Robert picked up a lot of what Gunnar and his accomplices were talking about, even if they didn't seem to comprehend this. With all these antics, he became more and more interested in listening to what they were talking about, and also remembered a lot of it. It should be noted that Gunnar had an office at Sparbanksvägen 4 in Hägersten. This was a former bank/post office with an associated vault, where he ran a company with various projects. Among other things, he bought another company that was involved in perfume, then he tried to produce an "animal shampoo", and also created a medicine against ringworm. Further on, he started a project to reprogram computers. None of these projects were particularly successful.


But Gunnar was best known for his work as a master of ceremonies at various events, as an entertainer at shopping malls, company parties, on the ferries and in radio programs, often appearing in various music contexts. The office became a base for his projects. Robert's hobby, on the other hand, was building model airplanes at that time, which he occupied himself with when he was in Gunnar's office.


At this office several different people often came to greet Gunnar. On the one hand, these were good friends, but there were also business partners and people with whom he collaborated on his various projects. Below are the people who had more or less connection to the Palme murder, but are not presented in any particular order of precedence. One of the friends he worked with was Håkan E, who can also be seen as a key figure in the planning.


To be noted. Due to privacy and integrity issues, all the following names concerning the group, except for Gunnar Ställfors, are fictitious. Persons not directly associated with the group are presented with their actual names.


Two of the acquaintances were Thomas H and Jonas N. They were "sailing adventurers" and also friends of Gunnar. In addition, Gunnar was visited by a programmer named Joel Ö, who worked with ABC80 computers. This Joel then recruited a guy named Lars M. Lars, in turn, knew a guy who Robert believes was called "Jonas", Robert estimates that he was in his 20’s at the time.


This "Jonas" was, according to Robert's recollection, to have worked as a computer expert for the police, and also assisted with programming computers on the behalf of Lars. "Jonas" also had some contacts in the police diving association, where Robert came to practice deep breathing along with “Jonas”, at the premisses in question. "Jonas" had been briefed in the police locker room that the Palme couple would be without bodyguards at the time of the planned assassination, and also when and how these would be moving around the city. Apparently, they found out at quite a late stage prior to the murder that Palme was going to the cinema that night. According to Robert, it happened just a few days before the murder.


Gunnar and Robert used to visit another friend of Gunnar's named Rolf K. This Rolf also became involved in the actual murder of Palme. Robert remembers one passage in particular that occurred at the planning stage of the murder. Rolf talked to Gunnar about someone named "Yvonne". Gunnar lived in a house next to Rolf's apartment building in Alby. Yvonne also lived in the same area. Yvonne and Rolf lived close to each other, they were almost neighbours, according to Robert. On that particular occasion, Rolf was discussing with Gunnar regarding this "Yvonne". Rolf wondered, "can we trust her to show up at the right time and in the right place?". Rolf also knew that Yvonne (Nieminen) was dating a new boyfriend, presumably Ahmed Zahir.


Approximately two weeks before the murder, Robert and some of the group members were visiting a bank manager, Bertil Albons2, at what was then the SEB and the address being Sveavägen/Tegnergatan. Robert jokingly says about Olof Palme: "That bastard should be shot!", whereupon Gunnar looks suspiciously at Robert, perhaps worried that Robert might be suspecting something.
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