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INTRODUCTION
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Welcome to “Get-Set-Sketch!”, a turbocharged guide to jumpstart your pen and ink sketching experience.



I am glad you made it this far!
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The beauty of pen and ink as a medium is that - it is anytime, anywhere! There’s no tiresome cleanup afterwards, the materials are (mostly) affordable, and possibilities are endless.

 

In this book, we will together embark on a magical journey through the realm of inks to create stunning sketches.

 

So, let’s get inking!



Who is this Book for?
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- Are you a beginner to the art of sketching? Have you been away from sketching for most of your life? 

- Are you a passionate artist, who wants to enhance your skills? 

- Are you afraid of sketching? 

- Are you excited by the mere thought of sketching? 

- Are you a hobby artist or a professional?

 

Then this book is for you! Yes… YOU!



Before We Begin …
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If you are intimidated by sketching, I totally understand you! I have experienced firsthand, how traditional methods and rules of art teaching in schools kill the creativity of students. 

 

Everyone is a born artist. The problem is that most people forget this fact as they grow up.

 

My mission is to rekindle that creativity and love for art, which every one of us has.



After all, art is THE one quality that separates us from animals.



What do you need to have to learn Sketching?

- Love of art

- An open mind

- An unchained imagination

- Loads of enthusiasm

- Loads of enthusiasm

             and...

- Loads of enthusiasm



The Beginner’s Dilemma. What is a good sketch?
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Let’s start with a basic question. What is a good piece of art?

 

Let’s go to even more basic level. What is art?

 

Ask this question to a hundred people, and you will get a hundred answers. But one thing is certain - art invokes feelings in us. Those feelings may be happy, sad, erotic, ecstatic, fearful or even grotesque.

 

Any kind of art form be it auditory, visual or sensory, is a success only when it can invoke feelings in the audience (hopefully the same kind of feelings it’s intended to invoke!)

 

So, let’s come back to our original question. What is good art?

 

Or, to keep us closer to the subject of this book, what is a good sketch?

 

The most common compliment I get for my sketches/paintings are to the tune of “This looks so real” or better yet, “This looks exactly like a photograph”.

 

And this gem heard recently – “Your sketches are posing a serious competition to the camera!”
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SERIOUSLY??

 

These kinds of comments make me cringe!

 

Why?

 

Because though the intentions of these well-wishers are noble, they are unknowingly insulting my sketches!

 

A sketch is never intended to mimic reality. We have cameras for that!

 

A sketch is supposed to enhance reality. A sketch is a unique expression of the sketcher on a subject.

 

A photographer has only so much control over what the camera sees and captures. He/she may enhance the photograph later and add/remove elements as they suit the purpose.

 

A sketcher has the freedom to choose the elements he/she wants to be part of the sketch at the making stage itself.

 



A sketcher even has the freedom to sketch only part of a scene and declare the sketch as finished!

 

See the following two pictures. I have not bothered to complete these and have drawn only selectively. Still, the sketches look complete.
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So, all the present and would be sketchers out there… repeat this mantra with me.

 

I will never try to mimic a photograph.

I will never try to mimic a photograph.

I will never try to mimic a photograph.

 

See, have you already started feeling better? Isn’t that a huge burden off your chest?

 

Let’s make you feel even better.

 

Have a look at this photograph, and the sketch based on this photograph. Which one looks better?

 

See what I mean?
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[image: ]



 



But I couldn’t draw a straight line if my life depended on it.

 

Let me ask you another question. Can you read and write? If you are reading this, I think you can!

 

Then you can sketch.

 

Let me elaborate.

 

Have a look at the following word. What does it say?

 

            “F L O W E R”

 

Did you just read this word as “flower”? Did you visualize a flower as you read this? Why?

 

Why did you visualize this word as flower, and not as a rock, or brick, or a pancake?

 

Because you saw a bunch of lines and circles, which you interpreted as letters, which you in turn used to form a word, and mentally translated it into a very real object.

 

And every one of us can write this word, right? So, every one of us can draw those lines and circles which represent an object.

 

Now all we must do is draw some lines and circles which are visually closer to the reality!

 

Since this main mental block is out of the way, let’s see how we can quickly progress from Abstraction to Reality.
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Abstraction vs. Reality

 

Abstraction is a representation of an object in artistic form. 

 

The extreme form of abstraction, which we use all the time without ever realizing it, is called writing. 

 

Sketching falls somewhere between hyper realism (photograph/photorealistic painting) and total abstraction (writing). The degree to which the sketch will have that abstraction is totally up to you. 

 

But one must follow certain “rules” while deciding this abstraction.
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“Rules” of Sketching

Two basic rules govern sketching and art in general.

 

These are highly authentic, very rigid, and irrefutable rules.

 

You are not allowed to break or bend these rules under any circumstances!

 

If you want to be a sketcher, amateur or professional, you must understand and internalize these rules.

 

Are you ready to unveil these rules?

 

Let’s say it then.

 

Rule #1 is .. (Drum roll please) that THERE ARE NO RULES!

 

And Rule #2 is… If you ever start feeling constipated about the “rules” of art, refer to rule #1!

 

That’s it. Now that we have covered the absolute rules of art, let’s delve deeper into sketching. 




LEARNING TO “SEE”
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Have you ever wondered how two people see exactly the same stuff, but one finds it insipid, while the other one finds it inspiring?

 

Have you heard people complaining that they really, really would like to sketch, but don’t find any inspiration for sketching?

 

And have you seen someone trying to sketch a lion, but which got sketched out looking like a donkey?

 

What’s the difference between the way an average person sketches and an artist would sketch? Is there such a remarkable difference in skills?

 

Yes, but not always!

 

The difference begins with the way both these people “see” things around them.

 

But I see things all the time, you may say.

 

Yes, I agree that you see things, but do you really “see” things?

 

Before you panic, let me explain.

 

Have a look at the following picture. What do you see?
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Do you see a building?

 

If yes, you may not be able to sketch this building!

 

Why? You may ask.

 

Because you are not “seeing” the object (building in this case) that you want to sketch the way a sketcher sees it.

 

If you want to sketch this building, you need to see it differently.

 

There are three ways of “seeing” an object as a sketcher, and we need to learn all three.

 

Way 1 – See the shapes
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Look at the object as a collection of broad shapes. Do you see rectangles? 

 

Polygons? Circles? Squares? Triangles?

 

Way 2 – See the shadows

 


[image: Buildings-shadows]





Look at the object as a collection of light and shadow shapes.

 

In this picture above, I have marked – 

- The darkest shadows as pure black (both the right facing walls),

- Middle tone shadows as grey (middle wall facing us), 

- Lightest shadows as very light grey (the leftmost wall).



Way 3 – See the textures
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Here I have marked the part of the building with brickwork in black.
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Then there’s a different texture for various glass windows with their wooden frames.
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And the plants partially covering the walls have their own unique texture.

 

So far, we learned that in order to sketch any object, we need to “see” the following three things:

 

- Shapes

- Shadows (and light)

- Textures

 

Now let’s learn about some materials we can use for pen and ink sketching.




MATERIALS
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For basic sketching, you need only two things… a blank paper and a ballpoint pen/gel pen.

 

However, we artists are never satisfied with limited materials. We always want more!

 

So, here’s a list of all the materials that I use for pen and ink sketching.

 

This does not mean this is the exhaustive list of materials.

 

The list of materials, just like the list of subjects, is virtually endless. But I will try to provide a starting point for your next shopping list.

 

Pencil, Eraser and Sharpener
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Although entire sketches can be done using a pencil, here I will focus on using a pencil to do rough work for a complete pen and ink sketch.

 

Pencils are of three types:

- “H” type – these are hard pencils which produce very light shades.

- ”B” type – very soft pencils which create very dark shades.

- “HB” type – somewhere in between “H” and “B”.

 

Since I use pencils only for rough work in a pen and ink sketch, my intention is to erase these lines later. So, I prefer either “H” or “HB” type pencils.

 

Is this how I do it? – Yes

 

Does it have to be done this way? – Refer to Rule #1 at the end of “The Beginner’s Dilemma” chapter!



Pens
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There are many choices for pens, and each has their own advantages:

 

Ball point pens/Gel pens – They are very cheap, available in assorted colors and easily available.

 

When using these pens, make sure you keep a spare rag/rough paper nearby. These pens tend to accumulate ink near their tips, which may result in ugly dots on the sketch. 

 

Make sure you keep wiping the pen tip periodically before, after and during sketching.

 

I suggest having a white ink ballpoint pen handy as well. These are useful in making corrections, as well as sketching light parts over dark areas.

 

Here’s a sketch done entirely using a ballpoint pen.
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Technical Pens

 

These pens are especially made for sketching. They have in-built ink reservoirs. They are available in various tip sizes and I highly recommend them to anyone who is serious about pen & ink sketching.

 

There are various brands of technical pens available. Some well-known brand names are - Sakura Pigma Micron, Faber-Castell, Brustro, Artliner, Staedtler etc.

 

You may start with a set of various nib sizes, and then try out various brands as you progress. The feel of each pen may vary, and you would want to test out various brands before settling on one.

 

These technical pens are available in assorted colors as well.

 

Here’s a sketch done entirely using technical pens.
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Brush Tip Pens

 

These pens are like technical pens, but they have a brush tip instead of a hard nib. They have in in-built ink reservoir, just like technical pens.
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Brush tip pens are especially useful in creating “organic” looking lines. They can also be used to darken large portions of a sketch. More on that later in this chapter.

 

Brush tip pens are excellent in creating an ink effect without using water.

 

Brush tip pens are available in assorted colors.

 

Here’s an example of a sketch done mostly using a brush tip pen. The fine fur on the nose and head is sketched using technical pens.
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Acrylic Inks:

 

Inks of various brands and thicknesses are available for sketching. I recommend any ink which is thick and lightfast.
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I use inks from two brands, Daler Rowney and Sumi. I have great results with both these. However, you may want to try out different brands before you settle on one or more.

 

Inks can be applied with watercolor brushes, dip pens, quills, or even twigs! The tools available to apply ink on paper are limited only by your imagination.

 

These inks are completely waterproof once dry, so they can be applied along with watercolors as well.

 

Acrylic inks are also available in assorted colors.

 

Here is an example of inks applied using a dry twig.
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Water Brushes:

 

These brushes have an in-built water reservoir.
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These brushes are especially useful when applying thin washes over sketches to depict soft shadows. The reservoir can be squeezed to allow water to flow into the brush tip. The amount of water can be controlled to decide on the amount of ink being dispensed.

 

Here’s an example of a sketch where water brush was used to apply grey shades.
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Sketching paper:

 

The beauty of pen and ink medium is that it can be practiced anywhere.

 

Even a paper napkin at a restaurant table is enough for a pen sketch.

 

However, the best results can be obtained by using the right kind of paper for the right kind of sketch.

 

I will tell you about some of the papers that I have used.

 

While selecting a paper, you need to consider the following things.

- Paper thickness

- Paper texture

 

Paper thickness is measured in GSM (Grams per square meter). Without going into details, just understand that the more GSM value is specified for a paper, the thicker it is.
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