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The entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation provides clear instructions on how to lead a victorious life as a believer of the Lord. There is, however, only two Scriptures that will be explored in this study.

Firstly, it says in “1 Thessalonians 5:13 Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.”

Thus, a victorious life consists of the following:

b) Peace among all

c) Addressing unruly behaviour

d) Showing comfort

e) Upholding the weak

f) Showing patience

g) Not repaying evil for evil

h) Pursuing good

i) Rejoice always

j) Pray without ceasing

k) Give thanks to the Lord

l) Do not quench the Spirit

m) Do not despise prophecies

n) Test all things

o) Hold fast what is good

p) Abstain from evil

Secondly, it says in “Romans 12: 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Thus, a victorious life consists of the following:

a)  Love without hypocrisy 

b)  Cling to what is good

c)  Show brotherly love

d)  Be fervent in Spirit

e)  Patient in tribulation

f)  Bless those who persecute

g)  Repay no one evil for evil

h)  Live in peace

i)  Abhor evil

j)  Seek after brethren unity

In this study, we will then explore these different themes to understand how to walk in the victorious life of Christ. 1 John 5:4 (NKJV) says “for whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” 

In Christ, we can lead a victorious life and a life of overcoming fear, uncertainty, strife and hopelessness. For Christ is our hope of glory and in Him, we do not have to fear for the battle belongs to God! He is the Light, the Way and Life.
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In the beginning, the world was dark, formless and without life, that is until the Lord moved by His Spirit. And so there was light and life! Great power was manifested for it was the power of an eternal Kingdom! Just so says the Lord, the world is again dark and dying, but for those who trust in the Lord and beholds His Glory, there is glorious life and light, for understand, the Spirit of the Lord still moves mightily over the earth to bring life and light! The Spirit of the Lord brings form to what is formless, order out of chaos and hope out of hopelessness! Shall we despair and give up hope? The Lord reigns and the Lord comes soon! All power belongs to our Lord! In the dark, there shall be light, until there is no more darkness but only life and light at the coming of His Glory. 

Jesus is the life and the resurrection. He gives not only eternal life, but He gives life psychically and spiritually. He is the author of our salvation, spiritual calling and faith. He is LIFE, and those who abide in Him will truly ABIDE in Life. Glory to God. He resurrects what has fallen and broken. He is the giver and sustainer of Life. Abide in Jesus to walk in life! 

Only He shall be served and worshipped! Destroy the idols, flee from wickedness, seek holiness, pursue righteousness and resist the devil for then living water shall break forth out of the barren ground and bring forth new life! 

For this I understood by the Spirit - where God reigns, there is always hope and there is always life. The world may be dark and spiritually formless, but Jesus remains true and faithful! Despair not but declare the glory of God, for Light shone in a dying world when He walked the earth, and still, His light shines in the heart of those who walk with Him. Has the Lord not called us to let our light shine? 

Many believers somehow have given up hope in this dark world. Why says the Lord? Is He not the one who grants and gives life? There are many who are waiting for the birth of God's promises, yet they deem those promises dead and buried. Is the Lord not the one who gives life? Have we lost faith and trust in the Living Lord? Is anything impossible for Him? 

As the Lord cried to Lazarus to rise from the dead, declaring His authority over death, just so we as believers can never give up hope or allow the spirit of death to take hold of our heart to destroy our faith. For even now, we need to take hold of God, trust in Him and stand in faith, for there is always hope and life in the Presence of God. His light is always greater than darkness, and His life and love will never fail! Death has no power over Jesus, neither does the devil, so rejoice even in the midst of a world dark and dying. 

For God brings forth life, so declare life and let the lame walk, the blind see, the deaf hear and the fallen be born again! Glory.

There is a great move of the Spirit these days as the spiritual war wages, and in this time and season, many believers will birth their calling unto the glory of God. Yes, many have been in labour for a long time, and many have believed such delivery will never happen or have even given up on God, but there is a season and a time for all things and such a time of spiritual life given unto the calling is truly upon us. 

Many have settled for a spiritual walk of little splendour, for they have given up on faith and trust in the Lord, and yes, others have believed they are walking in their promised destiny and calling, but this is not so for only now will many truly give birth to their spiritual calling. The travail before the birth has been great, but great is the blessing of the birth! This is a season of life, or birth, of hope. Abide in Jesus, lean upon Him, walk in His holiness and truth for this is the cry of the Lord. 

See says the Lord, there is a season coming for a great spiritual birth of souls, for behold, the harvest awaits for the labourers who seek no other glory than the glory of God. It will be a season where many believers will move into their promised calling and their promised land as ordained by the Lord. This is a season of life, but a season of life that will be to the glory of God and not man! It will not be a move dependent on the efforts of man, but it is a move of God and God alone. It will be a season of life that will be accompanied by great signs, wonders and miracles. It will be a season where the gates of hell will shake and the physical foundations of the earth will tremble at the power of God. 

It will be a season of life in the Church where God will rise against the deadness of religion and against the deadness of man's traditions and legalisms. For God will again take His rightful place in the church as King and Lord, and His Way and Truth shall prevail. He is taking back the threshold and the pulpit for He is the very foundation of the Church. Who can and shall resist? He is the power and glory. Walk by the Spirit says the Lord, for then the Kingdom of God shall truly be manifested. 

God is LIFE and for those who abide in Him, truly living waters will flow from them! For those who abide in the Lord, they shall know and taste the living waters. Have we not been called to give the world the living waters by leading the broken and the spiritual dying to Jesus? If we lead the world not to Jesus, then we lead the world not to true life. 

This is also the season of psychical life. There will be signs and wonders for barren wombs will be opened to give life. There will be signs and wonders as untreatable and incurable sicknesses will be healed. This is a season of the great power of God, where man will stand in awe. For with God, all things are possible. This is a season of signs and wonders, of life and light! Where light shines, so darkness shall flee! The tide of darkness will rise, but the grace of God calls the lost unto His embrace.

Glory to God, for He gives life and hope in a world of darkness and despair! The Lord will roll away the great stones that the world has rolled in place to shut away from the believer's calling and purposes. The Lord will reveal and unearth what the world has tried to hide. The Lord will reveal what has been hidden in darkness. Watch, for life will spring forth out of the hardest of soils - those who have backslidden, for those who have forgotten, for those who have gone astray, for those who have walked in darkness, for those who gave given up on all hope, there is life in the embrace of God! Glory to God, for Jesus reigns and He returns soon!

This is indeed a season of life! There is life for all tribes and people, for Jesus is the author of life. He makes sweet the bitter waters, and He still makes a way. There is none greater than our God.

It is time to return to the Lord, to embrace Him, for then living waters will flow and the waters will feed the spiritually hungry and quench the thirst of a world broken and hungry for God's love.

This is indeed a season to truly feed a dying and a broken world the spiritual nourishment of our Lord Jesus!

Let there be life Lord, and let Your light and love shine bright in the hearts of the believers so that the great harvest may be brought to Your Throne. Amen
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I want to share a word out of 1 Peter 3 which the Lord laid upon my heart. Peter writes here about being a blessing and suffering for doing good and not evil. I do believe we live in times where it is not going to get easier for those who truly follow the Lord in spirit and truth.

There will be increasing opposition from even within the Church ranks from those seeking after religion and holding onto traditions and man-made agendas and structures (Saul vs David scenario). There will also be ever-increasing pressure coming from the world to conform, to yield to the ways of the world and to swim with the stream. There will also be ever-increasing spiritual attacks by the devil and his demonic cohorts.

But in the midst of this trouble, strife and persecution, we are reminded that we are called to be a blessing, no matter what. So it says in the above Scripture: “8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

In Proverbs 6 its says: “16 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.”

In the world there is a lot of hatred being sown, a lot of deception being spoken, a lot of evil being harboured, and to be honest, there is simply a lack of compassion and love. At the moment there is a lot of evil being returned for evil, instead of returning evil with good. 

We as disciples can never be part of this walk. No matter what, our battles are spiritual and not flesh. No matter what, we are called to walk by the Spirit, understand by the Spirit, and move in His Glory, and show love, kindness and goodness. No matter what, we are called to always but always speak the TRUTH of the Lord, and not to be bitter, or full of hate, or to be malicious, or to bring discord. 

For let us remember “Matthew 5: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  for they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

We are called to be a priesthood of the Lord, and according to Malachi 2:7 "the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge.” The Lord is asking us are we preserving His Knowledge, therefore moving in sound doctrine. Are we repaying good with evil or evil with evil? Are we walking in hate rather than love? Are we walking in Truth or have we chosen a path of deception?

For the Word is true that that the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers. It is that simple. If we walk in the Spirit and in Truth, let God’s eye shall be upon us and He shall hear us. Let we shall live as He deems.

Or are we too consumed with the Self, with our own needs, and have we become blinded by our own perceptions, and ideas and agendas?  Above all, we are called to be a disciple of the Lord – His servant. These might be days of terrible darkness, but we are supposed to let our light shine in the darkness.

Now, let us go to “1 Peter 3: 13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.”

Will we have trouble in this world? Most likely. Will we be persecuted, threatened, ridiculed and mocked? Of course, simply because we follow Jesus who was hated before we were hated. Yet, despite all of this, the Lord’s says we shall be blessed if we suffer for righteousness. Those are not words we would like to hear, but the reality is the history attests to thousands of followers of God who became martyrs for His Kingdom. Yes, blessed are those who are persecuted!

Let us take note where it says “always be ready to give a defence to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” The fear spoken about is the fear of the Lord. And wisdom comes by fearing the Lord. And does Matthew 5 not say “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

The disciples were also under threat and there were conspiracies against them. They prayed the following in "Acts 4:  29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness."

Praise God! If God is with us, who can then be against us? Let us also be reminded of 2 Timothy 2 when it speaks of a workman approved: “15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

Yes, in this world we will have trouble, but the Lord reminds us that even so we must not allow our hearts to be troubled. David understood this battle when he wrote in “Psalm 23: 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil.” David was also surrounded by enemies, but he refrained from returning evil with evil.

Saul tried to kill him, and when David had the opportunity to kill Saul, he did not do so. Praise the Lord! And lastly, let us be reminded of verse 17 which says: For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

At the end of the day, as believers and followers of the Lord, we need to take a stand for goodness, for truth and for kindness and for love. We might be ridiculed, mocked, persecuted or even beaten or some might try to silence us, but in the end, the Lord’s eye is on the righteous and we remain blessed. 

Paul suffered terribly for doing good, but surely the Lord was with Him. And the Lord shall be with us even if suffering comes. So let us be strong like Daniel, or like Paul, and let us continue to fight the good fight of faith, and let us not grow weary from doing good, from speaking truth and to walk in God’s love all the time. 
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There is a song sung by Al Wilson regarding a vicious snake and a woman. It goes like this:

On her way to work one morning

Down the path alongside the lake

A tender hearted woman saw a poor half frozen snake

His pretty colored skin had been all frosted with the dew

"Oh well," she cried, "I'll take you in and I'll take care of you"

"Take me in oh tender woman, Take me in, for heaven's sake

Take me in oh tender woman,” sighed the snake

She wrapped him up all cozy in a curvature of silk

And then laid him by the fireside with some honey and some milk

Now she hurried home from work that night as soon as she arrived

She found that pretty snake she'd taking in had been revived

"Take me in, oh tender woman, take me in, for heaven's sake

Take me in oh tender woman,” sighed the snake

Now she clutched him to her bosom, "You're so beautiful," she cried

"But if I hadn't brought you in by now you might have died"

Now she stroked his pretty skin and then she kissed and held him tight

But instead of saying thanks, that snake gave her a vicious bite

"I saved you," cried that woman

"And you've bit me even, why? You know your bite is poisonous and now I'm going to die"

"Oh shut up, silly woman," said the reptile with a grin

"You knew I was a snake before you took me in.”

Now, based on this little story, is it not amazing how we often allow the devil into our lives and homes, just as the woman allowed the snake into her home? And then we cuddle the ‘snake’ – the devil- by advocating his ways, we comfort him by listening to his lies and we make him feel warm and cosy by the fire by embracing his fallen ways. 

And yet, when we get ‘bitten’ and ‘betrayed’ by the snake – the devil - we wonder why. Is it not amazing that when we play with fire we wonder why we get burned. Is it not amazing that we wonder why our lives fall apart, yet we forget the devil is poisonous, full of venom and full of lies?

Yes, we heed not Ephesians 4:27 that says do not give the devil a foothold. Indeed, as the song also states, we are very silly to believe we can toy with sin and seek the gratifications of this world and we can enjoy the charms and the cheers of depravity and idolatry and iniquity, yet at the end of the day the snake shall bite and we shall pay the price.

Yes, the ‘snake’ comes and whispers in our ears – “let me in, let me in”. For the devil will play on our emotions, manipulate our senses, tug at our hearts, promise us the kingdoms, and offer us fame and fortune. He even tempted our Lord. Yes, and so we allow him in, and we wrap him in blankets and we kiss him even goodnight, as we dance with the darkness in the hope of sweet delight and sweet and tender promises of joy. Yet this ‘snake’ shall bite, and he shall betray, as he betrayed Adam and Eve. 

The devil only seeks to steal, to destroy and kill, and so he shall destroy and kill those who have embraced him, and welcomed him in.

This is the nature of the snake – vile, deceptive, venomous, cruel, and without remorse.

This is why we are called to abstain from evil or engage in any form of evil, even if it be repaying evil for evil! For this will give the devil a foothold in our lives. If we wish to walk victoriously in the Lord, then we need to abstain and flee from wickedness.

It says in “2 Timothy 2:22 New King James Version: Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

The answer to victorious living is to seek the Kingdom of God, thus righteousness, faith, love and peace and to abstain from any form of evil! We must not engage in the evil of this world but seek to serve God above all! For it says in “1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”

We are called to abhor evil, meaning treat it with disgust and hatred! It must be vile to our very senses and must be offensive to our spiritual nature. 

It also says in “1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.” No matter how you look at it, the believer is called into action to flee from sin! It is not a matter of entertaining carnality in any form, but a matter of fleeing and running away from all that corrupt and stains the soul of a believer.

We read in “2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and also “1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” 

Psalms 1 says: “1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.”

The enemy wants to come into our lives and he does so when we flirt with sin and carnality. Let us understand the devil wants us to abandon the path of God to walk the path of the wide gate, thus abandoning the Truth, and the Way and the Path of Life. He wants us to step out into disobedience, rebellion and onto the path of iniquity. Why? For then we move closer to his state of darkness.

We need to remember John 10:10, which speaks about the enemy/thief (the devil) coming to steal, to destroy and to kill. The enemy, therefore, wants to enter our lives and “space” in order to cause division, strife, confusion, death and destruction. He wants to enter in order to influence, and he can only do so when he has a legal right to be present in our lives, in our hearts, in our minds and in our homes and in our cities. He is the serpent - deceiving, sly, manipulative and arrogant. We are called to resist the devil, for if we don’t, he shall make his presence known to destroy us.

In order to understand the strategy of the serpent in greater depth, let us visit “Galatians 5 (KJV): 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”

As soon as we flirt with evil, wickedness and sin, we subject ourselves to the works of the flesh. The Amplified Version states it as follows: 19 Now the practices of the sinful nature are clearly evident: they are sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of self-control), 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions [that promote heresies], 21 envy, drunkenness, riotous behavior, and other things like these.

So we see the works of the flesh are:

a)  Adultery, sexual immorality, fornication

b)  Uncleanness, impurity

c) Lasciviousness, sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of self-control)

d)  Idolatry

e)  Sorcery/ witchcraft

f)  Hatred, hostility, variance, emulations, wrath

g)  Strife

h)  Seditions, heresies, disputes, dissensions, factions 

i)  Envyings, jealousy

j)  Fits of anger

k)  Murder

l)  Drunkenness, riotous behaviour, revellings

These are all manifested work, actions, behaviour and mindsets caused by a life of the flesh, thus a life opposed to the holiness and purity of God. Whenever we speak of the work of the flesh, this speaks of the work of the world, thus of the enemy and thus it speaks of manifested acts and behaviour that is contrary to the work of the Holy Spirit.

In other words, the devil wants us to display and act upon the work of the flesh, for then we are open and vulnerable to strife, anger, division, carnality and immoral behaviour. It says in “Luke 8:17 - For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither anything hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.” 

The reality is that whatever we do according to the works of the flesh, no matter how much we try to hide it, will eventually be manifested or be brought into the open. The spiritual realm works according to manifestation – just so we are called to walk in the fruits of the Spirit so that the Lord may be glorified. Yet the devil wants us to walk in the works of the flesh so that we sow destruction and thus reap destruction.

This is why he wants to get into our lives and homes – so that there will be manifested (what you can see and detect) works of destruction and death. The devil wants his strategy of destruction to become a manifested reality in our lives, homes and cities. Remember, he promotes lawlessness, lewdness, anarchy, immorality and impurity. For this reason, we must resist the devil, so that he may flee from us. We must stand guard over the ‘gates’ of our lives – the spirit, soul and body – and we must stand guard over the ‘gates’ of our homes, cities and relationships. We simply cannot give the devil any room to influence, harass, manipulate, deceive or work his evil ‘charm’.

Sadly, we are still seeing a lot of these manifestations among the children of God and in their homes and in their relationships. Is it not because we have failed to truly submit completely to the way of the Lord? Is it not because we have failed to completely resist the devil? We need to stand guard and be alert for the devil is like a roaming lion looking to devour and to destroy.

Take note how Paul writes in Romans 8 that to be carnally minded is “death”. In verse 8 he also says “the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” We are called to walk in the mind of God, and not the carnality of this world!

The work of the flesh in the end only brings destruction, for the work of the flesh is the domain of the enemy. And death comes in many forms, and it manifests in the spirit, soul (anxiety, fear, doubt, confusion, depression, disorders) and in the flesh (sickness, infirmities, restlessness).

The devil wants to get into our lives, into our heads, into our homes so that we drift away from the Truth until we rebel against God and until we rebel against His commandments. For then we become proud, boastful (just like Nebuchadnezzar), and being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, and malignity.

This is not the way of life but the way of death. Yes, the devil wants us all to forsake the truth of the Lord and engage in rebellion, strife, envy and confusion. He wants us to forsake our allegiance and loyalty until we are no longer worshippers of spirit and truth. The more we drift away from God, the more we drift into the realm of idolatry.

Of just a great concern is how believers are repaying evil for evil. Romans 12 after says: “17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.”

It is quite clear what should our actions be – it should be one of love, of kindness and goodness! The way to deal with your enemies (real or perceived) is NOT to bash, abuse, sue, and slander them, or to avenge the evil they have done to you. This is not the Christian way. After all, a most common attitude is "payback".

Romans 12 tell us we are “as far as possible” live in peace. It says in “1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For “He who would love life

And see good days,

Let him refrain his tongue from evil,

And his lips from speaking deceit.

11 Let him turn away from evil and do good;

Let him seek peace and pursue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

And His ears are open to their prayers;

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Of Jesus we read in 1 Peter 2: 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving [f]us an example, that you should follow His steps:

22 “Who committed no sin,

Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.”

Jesus had mighty strength at his command (Matthew 26:53), yet He chose instead the path of non-violence "as a lamb that is led to the slaughter" (Isaiah 53:7). The way of the disciple is not one of evil, but one of love, goodness, patience and kindness. 

Romans 12 also reminds us that vengeance belongs to God. Deuteronomy 32: 35,41 speaks about vengeance belonging to God and that He will repay. 1Thessalonians 4:6 says that "The Lord is the avenger of all”.

We thus need to remember we are called to "overcome evil", not to avenge evil. By avenging, we engage in evil. Only good can overcome evil. Evil cannot overcome itself.

Jesus said we are to love our enemies" (Matthew 5:43-48). Yet so often we hear of how believers are cursing someone else, of even speaking death over someone or wanting to take physical revenge or they resort to abuse and slander! 

This is not victorious living, but a life subjected to the manifested works of the flesh. From such actions, we must flee and pursue God’s way, God’s path and God’s truth.

In these days of peril and danger, we need to keep aware that the devil is ever-present. He was right there at the table when the Lord shared His last supper with His disciples, and he was present in the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve enjoyed the company of God. 

Very unlikely places, but the devil always lurks and wants to draw our attention away from God. Can you imagine walking around the Garden – a place of perfect order and no corruption – and encountering the serpent? Yes, right there in a state of bliss and perfection, the devil showed up with his lies.

This is why it says in “1 Peter 5:8: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” To be “sober” means not drunk. In other words, we are urged not to be intoxicated with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2). We are called to be well balanced and self-disciplined in the Spirit, and to prepare our minds for action (1 Peter 1:13). Peter urges us to be completely sober [in spirit—steadfast, self-disciplined, spiritually and morally alert], because the devil is restless.

It should be a sobering thought that right there in the Garden the devil appeared, and right there at the Lord’s Table, but such is the nature of the serpent – sly, devious and lurking. While Moses was meeting God on the mountain, the devil was in the valley distracting the people and seducing them to build an idol. Yes, the devil is always working, always looking how to crawl and squeeze his way into situations to bring forth his satanic suggestions. So we need to remain alert and on guard. 

Many think that right there in the church service the devil cannot lurk, or show up where congregants worship, but he does. He wants to cause confusion. He wants to cause distraction. Thus, we need great discernment, and we need to be awake, functioning fully in the Spirit not to be caught unawares. Churches, revival movements and ministries have many times been destroyed because the presence, or the influence or the work of the devil was not expected, especially in unlikely places. The devil feeds on our levels of comfort and familiarity, or when we fall into a false sense of peace. The spiritual war still rages, so keep praying, keep reading the Word and keep seeking God’s will.

Yes, in the Garden of Gethsemane, as the Lord prayed before His pending crucifixion, the “betrayer” showed up. It may have been Judas, but Scripture is clear that Satan entered Judas before the time. So right there, as the Lord was in fellowship with the Father and seeking the will of the Father, the devil made his appearance. Yes, he wants to steal our joy, our peace, and he comes to sow destruction, chaos and calamity. And he loves to do so in the midst of God’s people. Adam and Eve serves as a very good lesson of his deception.  

We live in perilous times and we will succumb to such danger because we continue to underestimate the devil, or misunderstand his tactics or think him to be a fool. So we remain blind to his presence, to his destructive work and sly operations. He wants to come into our homes, into our churches and into our lives, just as he made his home in a tree in the Garden, for then he can whisper his vile intent, spew his poison and weave his web of spiritual darkness. But because of our lack of knowledge of the spiritual, he often does find his way in. So be alert. Seek wisdom. Always listen to God. For the devil is never far away.

The question is how we do overcome all of this? It says in “2 Timothy 1:7 (AMP): For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control].”

Paul made it very clear how we are supposed to conduct ourselves according to Ephesians 4:22-32, Ephesians 5:1-21, and Colossians 3:4-10. We are called to continually wear the full armour of God (Ephesians 6). We are called to constantly renew the mind (Romans 12:2) and guard our hearts (Proverbs 4:23). We are called to be led by the Holy Spirit and to yield to the Spirit of the Lord. Only when we are completely submitted to the Lord so we will be able to walk in His life, light and truth and resist the devil and thus resist the manifested works of the flesh.

Fulfilling Colossians 3 remains our goal (New King James Version) Not Carnality but Christ: 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
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