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  Building a Prototype Church




  For the last few hundred years the Church has been spinning out of control. Where the Church stands today is no real match for the Early Church. This book is being released for the purpose of restoring the Church and also raising up a new type of Church called a Prototype.




  




  Things rarely happen quite the way we imagine they should. No matter how hard we plan and strategize, keep the chain of command small to avoid confusion, work through tightly defined parameters, and generally/specifically keep on top of things, it doesn’t seem to matter. I am here to tell you this book is directed by the Holy Spirit and is sure to stir some religion up.




  Some odd variable that we had not anticipated will creep into the mix somewhere and upset everything.




  Imagine that you are at the hub of full-blown revival. There has been a powerful move of God that has torn down all your cozy ideas and practices about church.




  The wind of the Spirit has filled you and your church with a compelling need to evangelize and go up against demonic forces everywhere you find them.




  Even the weaker brethren are now to a far higher level of anointing than your strongest preachers had before the move of God began! Thousands are being saved. Sick bodies are healed; demons are cast out; and the nation is being turned upside down. Are you ready for this type of Church? I’m here to tell you this is your day to take hold of the plans God has for today.




  The body of believers not caught up in this new move are against it, criticizing it as dangerous phenomena and preaching dire warnings about control, manipulation, and mental ill health. Any one whom is a critic is criticizing the Holy Spirit in this move. It is easy to speak against something you don’t fully understand. Listen you need to be open to what God wants to do.




  The government is stirred up by the whole commotion, and there are various investigations underway or planned against this supposed new cultic activity.




  You have never seen such a level of power, grace, and holiness of God all at one time. The church is outgrowing itself month by month.




  Are you ready for miracles as commonplace; the amazing and incredible presence of God to be everywhere. The team that you are part of, which is caught up in the epicenter of all this activity, is the most profound experience that you have ever encountered. Of course, there are problems—problems that often are huge and time-consuming. However, as you pray for wisdom, the anointing to move forward is so great that godly insight seems to spring into your conscious mind with ease.




  During the moving forward to becoming a prototype Church you will find oppositions. Every day brings a pressure cocktail of more people, more needs, greater opposition, further demonic attacks, fresh misunderstandings, calculated misinterpretations, added responsibilities, supplementary clerical problems to overcome, and extra requirements for advice, leadership, and ministry. Everything is strained to the limit of personal and physical ability. One thing that will surely cause a quicker finished Church is Revival. Revival seems to be concerned with endurance and stamina as much as it is preoccupied with anointing and empowerment. You are in the midst of constant attack and blessing; of tiredness, pressure, and opposition; of trying to keep everything going smoothly so that more people can be touched and reached; of not losing people to poor organization and mismanagement.




  You do not want this move to blow through society, touching thousands of lives, but not see church built at the end of it. Indeed, it shows no signs of tapering off! Are you getting excited about a new move of God?




  The need to develop leaders and train people to look after others, the need for more prayer, and the demand for more workers is huge. You are caught up in the whole wonderful and demanding, exhausting mix of a move of God. The implications and repercussions are going to hit everyone, hard. You don’t need this pressure right now.




  All your prayers have been focused on asking the Lord for wisdom and strength to keep this ship steady so that the work of harvesting souls can continue unhindered.




  Other members of your core team are up in arms about this new move. Not only is this an additional pressure that will give your enemies greater ammunition against you, but you also are losing some key people who want to be a part of this new thing.




  Rumors increase—angels, visions, trances, visitations, audible voices of God. The new move has become a focal point for dealing with people of other religions whose leaders are now up in arms, shouting about holy wars, and religious persecution. This is all in God’s Plan to expose hearts of the religious goats that seem to rise up as God’s Glory rises.




  The uproar around the work increases enormously. Surely this is not right? How can this be God? Why, when there are apostles, prophets, and other fivefold ministries working in team, when thousands of people are praying daily for wisdom and grace, when the power of God is being demonstrated daily on every street corner? We ask God to move and when He does it causes us to fear it’s not Him.




  Why start a new move of God, a new revival, when the current one is turning the world upside down? Why choose this particular brother who is hardly noted for his calm, common sense rationale?




  Incredibly, we now have three things happening on a major level within the world of the people of God. Firstly, the word of faith and hope is passed down successfully from one Godly generation to another—the foundation of all spiritual experience. Secondly, this “new” move of the Spirit is causing outrageous problems for the religious establishment of the day—not to mention the secular government. Thirdly, this upstart, outrageous, and frankly idiotic new thing is stirring up all the rest of the people that the first new movement of God (revival) was not concerned with. Are you confused?




  I am really trying to lay a big foundation for this book. It is only now that many are really COMING INTO ALL OF THIS. I can only imagine the uproar if it actually happened. Of course, we know that it did happen. In Acts 10 is the biblical account of a move of God beginning with God sending an angel to a non-Christian? God then chose the most impulsive, reckless, and radical believer—Peter—to instigate a new move before the current one was even firing on all cylinders.




  Trances, repeated visions, audible voices of God, angelic visitation, unclean contact with other religions and fake gods, probable demonic manifestations and the Holy Spirit falling on people before the message was concluded, an appeal given and response for salvation—all had occurred! This is not God! Is it?




  If we really look at the life of Jesus on the earth we will find He would not be received today as a man of God. We a Church don’t receive God manifested when He is right in front of us.




  Is it small wonder that those back in Jerusalem were demanding an explanation? I wonder how many seminary rules were broken by God and Peter. What possible theological thinking could be used to justify these insane events? What Scriptures would be quoted? Surely his explanation had to be founded on something more than just subjective experience: “I was in a trance; I saw a vision; I heard a voice; I went where the voice told me; I was in the house of an occult guy who had seen an angel; this angel told him about me (I don’t know why me and not you guys!). While I was explaining the gospel, the Holy Spirit fell on them like He had with us”




  Acts 11:4-15 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying, I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth. But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven. And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house: And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.




  Peter completes his explanation with these incredible words:




  Acts 11:17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?




  Unbelievable, but scriptural!




  The early Church was in full flow of anointing and power—thousands entering the Kingdom of God; apostles and prophets interacting; evangelists being transported through time and space to keep divine appointments to bring salvation; teachers instructing new converts; pastors putting together systems of care and culture. The supernatural was natural and it so shall be today. The sick were being laid out in the streets, and society was excited with all the events of revival. No one dared to join the church with its radical expression of Kingdom life; however, thousands were being added.




  Acts 2:41-47 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.




  Acts 4:32-37 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.




  Acts 5:12-16 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.




  This is the stuff of dreams for the modern-day Church, representing the full range of all we are praying for and longing to see. It has been what all real intercessors have cried out for. If we could have these same problems! With all this phenomenal activity in the early Church, is it not strange that God wants to do a new work but cannot break into the existing structure of church?




  We can perhaps better understand the dilemma in this modern time. The early Church was steeped in the culture and passion of revival. Why did they not receive internal direction in their apostolic prayer meetings? For some reason, the Lord could not break into the hearts and minds of the people He was using the most. A mindset is a mindset is a mindset, even if it is surrounded by incredible events and extraordinary spiritual dynamics. It doesn’t matter if we say we agree with this new found prototype we must change our actions to truly agree. We would suppose that they would be wide open to every tone of what the Lord was saying. There is a lesson for us here. No matter how good we are at hearing the Lord, how excellent at obedience and faith, how in tune with the things of God, there is always something more in the movement of the Holy Spirit than we are currently experiencing. It would seem that no matter how wide open we think we are to the things of God; layers of prejudice, hidden mindsets, and current practices can be broken only by God’s touch.




  Understand that our nature of the flesh is in the way. It is not in our nature to perceive new things while still being jolted by recent events. We do become self-satisfied with blessings, so easily preoccupied by all that is happening—a lot of it no doubt good and incredible.




  Sometimes the biggest threat to a new move is not the old one that is not working, but the move that is still working and doing well. We can never be satisfied of the place we attain. The current cutting edge movement will be obsolete in the next season. Never stay at one level but press in to the next and the next and the next.




  Somehow I don’t believe we will have a traditional revival, sweeping wave that will hit a country and take everything with it. I don’t think it will be an outpouring centered on key, international, and high-profile ministries. I think it will be a people revival. I feel that God will use a nameless, faceless generation of people, unknown in the earth. It will be a Gideon’s revival, led by the least among us who have been powerfully touched.




  Think about it! Will God use the high priest, church councils, and key ministries, or pick up a bunch of illiterate fishermen and sprinkle them with a mixture of different personalities with educated upbringings of varying types?




  It will be different. He will come to people with open minds and hearts, people who do not set things in concrete practice.




  He will come to people who understand that with all that God has given us, with all He has graciously blessed us, we need to be mindful that there are new things God will want to do—which may not fit with what He has already given us.




  This “revival” may not be just one type. God only builds prototypes, the first in a series. We build stereotypes, many of the exact same type! We build stereotypes because we are not creative enough. The Lord does not build stereotypes because He is too creative.




  There needs to be hundreds and thousands of different types of church in order for the Body of Christ to accurately reflect the vastness of Heaven and the creativity of God. We reproduce our own kind. If we are dead we produce dead.




  In character, God is the Father of conformity. Everyone must be like Jesus. In creativity, He is the Father of diversity, expressing Himself as fully in the Church as He has in creation.




  I think we will have dozens of revivals, each one specific in its application and operation; each aimed at differing elements in society, at varying people-groups. You will be able to see more about this in my next book “Glory: Revival Presence of God”.




   




  God is generationally inclined. “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” There may be a children’s revival, a young people’s movement, and a move of the Spirit upon the elderly to release the Caleb anointing. It may be among families, the educated, the poor, prisoners, business people, the arts community, politicians, lawyers, even church people themselves!




  In the midst of revival, God has to send an angel to a devout man of a different religion because His own people are too preoccupied with what they are doing—or their mindset is too narrow—to hear what God wants to do next. The Church has been so closed minded for generations. The faith is a weak version compared to the Apostles in the New Testament. Every time I move into a new thing some Church leader tries to convince people I’m of a wrong spirit. I’m talking about when miracles, signs and wonders come, when people break out in laughter and fall all over the place they try to disprove.




  
Change Your Mindset





  We have to have our old ways replaced by the new moves of God. By far, the greatest hindrance to a new move of God is the way we think about the old one. All his life Peter had been brought up in a particular way.




  




  Although acknowledging the presence of God in his reply, Peter feels safe in his tradition to obstruct the cause of God and disobey the Lord’s command.




  Acts 10:14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.




  Tradition is bigger than God when we put it first.




  Without a change of mind, Peter cannot move into the fresh anointing and new ministry that God is releasing. I previously stated that each new visitation is accompanied by a revelation of God’s principles and a testing of His purposes. Many leaders are wanting all the new until it doesn’t look like the old.




  Each thing that God does, involves a test of our submission and commitment to Him. Can Peter be trusted with the new move of God? The answer lies in his ability to cast off a mindset that has long governed his life.




  It is like God to strike at the very heart of our past experience in order to release us into a new move of the Spirit. I’m talking, of a basic practice that was a significant part of Peter’s experience and tradition.




  A change of mind was demanded as a prerequisite to participating in a major new move of God.




  Peter was horrified: “Not so, Lord!” He did not understand that he was in a new day, a new era of the Spirit. He had heard Jesus say on numerous occasions, “You have heard it said…now I say to you,” thus signifying major alterations to perception and practice. It had not computed though into any determined areas of change. Peter had one way of thinking until God demanded a change of mindset: “Do not consider things this way any longer” was the Lord’s response to Peter’s mindset.




  When the Lord does a new thing, He releases a new mind to His people so that they can submit and be involved. A new dimension involves a new mindset. You need to take hold of this.




  The work of renewal in recent years did not compute with many churches. Instead of allowing the Lord to fulfill His purpose, they chose rationale, putting Scripture in line with their own mindset to justify their noninvolvement. “Renewal does not fit in with what God is doing with us,” they observed. Actually, it was their mindset that probably did not suit the purpose of God.




  It was easier to point to phenomena as a way of justifying their behavior. The Holy Spirit may well have a different perspective, as we will discover as each one’s work and life receive judgment, either in this life or the one to come. It has been my own experience that many judge from the unknown such as the supernatural realm.




  Zacharias could not change his mindset when presented with an angelic visitation and prophetic word about a new son




  Luke 1:5-20 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.




  He was struck silent as a result of his mental and spiritual disobedience and unbelief. “How shall I know this?” is an extremely arrogant question when faced with a heavenly being one that is representing Almighty God.




  Whenever intellect is raised above spiritual response, it always puts us on the wrong side of God. I’ve seen it in my own life before my eyes were open to the supernatural realm.




  Man who have elevated intellectual Christianity above experience, whereas charismatics have kissed their brains good-bye in the pursuit of spiritual encounter. Both mindsets have to conform to the Lord in humble obedience. We have to find the balance and keep the Word of God as our guide at all times. Mary’s response, in an experience similar to that of Zacharias’, seemed to be similar as well.




  Luke 1:34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?




  However, in reality, it was very different. Zacharias’ underlying question really was, “How do I know you are telling the truth?” He questioned the integrity of the messenger who was rightly insulted and made this response:




  Luke 1:19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.




  To question his integrity was to criticize the Lord; therefore, a punishment was required to teach a lesson. Mary’s response was quite different. She was not questioning if it would occur, but how it would happen. Her attitude seemed to be, “Great. How will it happen, since I do not know a man?” The angel gave her an appropriate answer, to which Mary’s response was,




  Luke 1:34-38 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.




  The issue is, we must be prepared to let go of old mindsets and be influenced by God’s thinking so that we enter into new paradigms of His calling and purpose. Change is coming but the thing is we have to change with it.




  Spiritual change begins with a renewal of mind.




  Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.




  In order to prove the current will of God, we may need a release from our understanding of His previous will. In the past, His will may have been for meetings and mission to be conducted in a particular way. However, His will at this time may call for a fresh strategy and method. Unless our mind is changed, the new knowledge of His will remains unknown or unappreciated. We become ineffective and irrelevant. Transformation in reality always begins in the mind. To walk closely with God, we must win the battle for the mind.




  1Corinthians 2:9-16 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.




  The close connection between mind, God, and heart must be recovered fully—not just the ability to understand the revealed truth of Scripture, but actually the capacity to know the mind of God in terms of our life. The Lord has thoughts about us daily. He knows what He wants to say to us; what our response should be; what and how He wants us to pray; what we should contemplate in study of the Word; what we must meditate on to expands our revelation of Him. He knows who He wants us to meet and the direction our life should take over a period of time. (What we call guidance, He calls relationship.) His plans for next year probably began last year or before. He thinks long-term. When you go to a meeting where you are stretched beyond where you have been, God is directing a new thing. A seemingly insignificant meeting with someone today may have great repercussions in several years’ time.




  Life is perceived in the Spirit first before it can be understood in the mind. In the Acts 10 account, we read that Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what everything meant.




  Acts 10:17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate,




  There was a great struggle going on in his head, which he was losing. The Lord had to tell him to go “doubting nothing”




  Acts 10:20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.




  Peter still asked the men for the reason they had come because the battle in his thought life was still raging.




  Acts 10:21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?




  He went out of pure obedience but still asked the same question several days later in Joppa.




  Acts 10:29 Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?




  Suddenly, as Cornelius was speaking, something clicked in Peter’s spirit and he said,




  Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:




  We need the mind of the Lord to understand what God has said and done in times past; to understand what God is saying and doing in times present; and to know what God is saying now about what He will do in time to come. What we are most comfortable with is very well the thing that is keeping you from the things to come.




  There is a quality of spiritual perception that we receive in our heart relationship with God that unlocks our natural mind and causes us to think on a different wavelength.




  The thoughts and the ways of God are altogether different from ours. We have received the Spirit of God so that we may know about everything that God wants to give to us.




  Isaiah 55:8, 9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.




  We are taught to think like God by the Spirit. He combines spiritual thoughts with spiritual words, revealing the mind of the Lord. The more we understand the mind of God, the quicker our maturity develops into experience and anticipation in Him. When we understand that the Lord is principle-centered and therefore unchanging, we relax greatly in our knowing of Him. We wait for Him patiently and willingly because we know He will come. We are no longer worried because we have learned in our mind and heart that when God gives us a promise, His word is just as good as the action of it.




  Some of the wisdom and ways of God are difficult to comprehend at first. Generally, that is because we make our mind the critical point of reception and the focal point of belief. We have been brought up as Christians in a way to receive only what we can see not what is unseen. This has made us critical to think God will show us Himself in His fullness. The mind is an instrument; it is the heart that receives acknowledgment. Your heart receives revelation; your mind receives information. Your mind applies what your heart admits.




  Proverbs 3:5, 6 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.




  Our mind and Spirit has to be in unity in everything. There is a divine order created for your mind to find peace and rest before the Lord. The heart is for trusting and acknowledging; the mind is for understanding and guidance. The combination of both together, in the right order, will keep us moving on freely in the purposes and will of God. We have the mind of the Lord as we have His heart.




  We love and trust God in all things. We express that trust in worship, praise, and lack of anxiety. The more we acknowledge Him and express our trust, the more the burden of worry is replaced by a depth of peace and rest. This is important, because it is through rest that revelation moves from heart to mind. God will change your mind all the time on how you do things.




  Worry closes our mind to faith and peace. We cannot experience God when our mind is in confusion. Worship releases divine order. A heart full of trust and rest creates a mind of peace. Then faith is the vehicle that takes revelation out of our heart and into our conscious mind. Meditation is the combination of heart and mind working together to expand our conscious understanding of the Lord. It will release not only knowledge, but also a capacity to experience that knowledge now. When you’re at home play worship music even if it is low and it will change your atmosphere.




  Revelation and information produce transformation. The mind is renewed by its submission to the heart. It is not just revelatory facts that the mind picks up from the heart. It is the Spirit of revelation itself. The Spirit that releases revelation to the heart is passed on to the mind—spiritual thoughts combining through spiritual words. It is the mind of Christ, who always acknowledged from His heart the words and works of His Father. It is a cycle that occurs continuously at different speeds. Some cycles are annual, monthly, weekly, or even daily. You can receive the cycle from God or the devil. But with the cycle of God allow it all to come from the Spirit through the thoughts. A cycle begins and ends in God. Scripture links God’s thoughts and ways with nature:




  Isaiah 55:8-11 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.




  Water from heaven produces growth in the earth before returning to God. He is Alpha and Omega. Everything begins in Him and ends with Him. Even His love is a cycle. We love Him because He first loved us and His love affected our life profoundly. Even revelation flows from God to our trusting heart, which is deeply affected. The heart combines with the mind, bringing renewal of thought and transformation of life. Transformation of life occurs when mind and heart agree with the Spirit.




  These words are given back to God, released to return to Him in a variety of ways—through prayer, worship and praise, preaching and teaching, writing and singing, and the manner in which we live. It is a continuous return that gives back to God pressed down, shaken together and running over. Revelation is an investment of God into a human being, and He wants a return on it—hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirtyfold.




  Your return depends on how much your mind and heart has successfully combined. We must prove the will of God not only for ourselves personally, but also for the Church corporately. The will of God is changing; the nature of God is constant. Don’t confuse the two. We must move forward but we must stay in the Spirit. Whatever we know about God, whatever we understand or have experienced of Him, it has probably not prepared us for what He is about to do! He is building a new prototype of Church to cure our insignificance, our uselessness, and our powerless state. He is changing our structure, renewing our practice of Church, and overhauling our tactic in order to restore us back to our primitive roots.




  Cultural relevance is about the Church relating to the language and culture of Heaven, not about making ourselves understood by the world. The world and religion will never understand us. We should never attempt to force understanding to those whom don’t understand.




  Power breaks through! We spend time, energy, and resources to present God in a modern way to a sophisticated society, and then wonder why the effort and produces such an insufficient return. The manifest presence of God can do more in one moment than we can do in weeks of activity. The Great Commission is better and more easily fulfilled by a people who are God-conscious in mind and heart, totally sold out to His life, love, and purpose. Think about that. If we are in total agreement with what God is doing we will see breakthrough.




  Has your thinking been endorsed by the Spirit of God? Is it okay for you to think the way that you do currently? What is the effect of your current thought-life on your holiness, integrity, faith, relationship with God, harmony with people, witness in the world, understanding of the Word, and practical relevance of the church in vision and operation?




  Does God want us to break out of our current thought pattern about church into a new expression? If we always do what we have always done, then we’ll always have what we’ve always got…which is insane! Have we submitted our current thought processes to God so that He is free to interfere with our mindset to bring change?




  By this, we do not mean just a mental agreement in the direction of God’s right to change things. Remember, mental renewal begins in the heart—loving God before our own comfort and lifestyle, recognizing that we belong to Him and are His to use how He pleases. With God, it is an affair of the heart first. It’s a love relationship that puts our life into His hands on a daily basis. Our mind can play tricks on us if our heart is pretending to love God.




  Is our current mindset preventing us from entering into a fresh experience of God? I have been stupid in this area on many occasions. That is why I can truly be of service to the Body of Christ. We have to have our minds set on things above. I have a history of letting my mind dictate to my heart what it can/cannot believe, think, and do.




  My question these days as I hold my life under a microscope at certain times is this: “Is this still okay for You…is my thought-life interfering with something You want to show me or speak to me about?”




  If we change our mind, He will change our heart. If we change our thinking, He will change our emotions. Fresh experience in our relationship with God alters our perception of spiritual reality at that point and leads to a redirection in our thinking.




  As we go through the cycle, we come to a point of transformation where we are ready to go to the next level.




  Before I became a Christian, I had a certain mindset about God, about church, and about the Bible. Experiencing God really blew my mind. I used to think God was just up in Heaven waiting to punish me here on earth for the next thing I did wrong. When I came into a personal experience of God Himself, it altered all the states of my thinking on those levels. I realized that, to become a Christian, I had to change my mind enough to let God come into my life in a fresh way. He broke through the barrier of my thinking to touch my heart. As a non-Christian, I was living out of God’s divine order; my heart came after my mind.




  Divine order begins with the heart greatest before God. Our relationship with Him is an affair of the heart. Many people become Christians but do not realize that they must maintain the new order. They do not place any emphasis on worship and praise as a primary means of maintaining trust and faith. The mind rules all.




  The way we come into salvation is the way that our spiritual journey is governed. Experience God in the heart, bring your mind into joyful submission, and receive a spiritual transformation.




  A change of mindset begins in a loving heart. If we want to be that prototype we must take heed to the transformation of the Mind of Christ.




  
Character and Honor





  One of the biggest things I’ve leaned that is necessary for all Christians is God’s character. It is so exciting to walk with God, especially through these days of obvious change. Prayers we have prayed are finding answers. Dreams and aspirations are coming alive in our midst. I have never known a time, in my entire walk with the Lord, when His presence has been so profound and tangible. God has been on an acceleration of a progressive move.




  




  His love, kindness, mercy, and generosity are everywhere, it seems. To be able to express love for God in worship is a great honor. The love and affection of Jesus for His Bride is enormous. To be able to return that love to honor His personality and the way He works is a great blessing, one that we do not deserve. To be included by a God who is so inclusive is a great honor. To know what the Lord is building and to be able to place ourselves in His path, so that we are not obstacles to the world of change but participants in His great endeavor—this is our prayer.




  It is to perceive the hand of God at work and not spoil it by being carnal minded. We need His wisdom, grace, and truth to touch our Church situation in this time of change.




  We must have revelation that provides momentum to the Spirit and a rationale for our thinking. Transition has a character attached to it.




  Transition is not just about changes in structure, style, and strategy; it is about diversity into new prototypes as well as conformity into the image and nature of Jesus.




  When I first began to fully understand transition was after I had already been through it many times before. I began to seek the Lord to teach about transition in the Waves of Revival at Belleville, IL and all the lessons I learned came forth. I taught six parts over seven hours just on the subject of transition. I am releasing all my findings that are life changing in this book.




  There is a provoking of the Spirit on all levels within and around our lives. In transition, the war between the Holy Spirit and the flesh is intensified. We learn how to hunger and thirst after God in a disciplined and not purely spontaneous manner. Transition is about being made uncomfortable by events, as well as being comforted by the Holy Spirit. Transition is about pain, difficulty, and suffering as well as about a new joy and peace in believing. It is about forsaking sin and abandoning oneself to the cause of God. It is about our sacrifice and His glory. Whatever we have to give up is insignificant compared to the majesty and greatness of His presence. Whatever we give of ourselves is returned back to us pressed down, shaken together, and running over. He gives Himself. The prize is to still know Jesus in all His fullness.




  When we here it we don’t understand. Transition is also about warfare and perseverance; it’s standing our ground and discovering Jesus as the Warrior King. It is about perceiving His majesty and supremacy in such a profound way that our life radically changes. We become real warriors, not just weekend soldiers or Sunday fighters. Excitement rises up in worship, and our prayer becomes more enthusiastic.




  The temperature is rising. The Holy Spirit is infusing us with a new energy so that we can rise up out of the tiredness we feel. Transition is tiring. We need God’s power to stand up under it. Transition is about laying down everything we are and taking up everything that He is. Transition is necessary upheaval. It is the passing of one dimension and the release of another. In the difficulty of changing over, we console ourselves with the fact that we asked for all this! Remember all those prayers of “Lord, change us; do something new; pour out Your Spirit in a fresh way. Father, we don’t want to be stuck in this place; we want to move on in the Spirit”? Remember those? If you prayed anything remotely like that…it’s your fault! You asked for it. What more do you want. We press in for more of God and then all hell breaks loose. After the prayer comes the frustration. This is the irritation, the aggravation that is sent by God to provoke us to more prayer. Frustration is the provocation of God to enforce change quickly. It will not leave us alone; it grips us. It makes us examine the old and explore the new. Frustration is the piece of wood that bridges the gap between two dimensions. We know it is risky. We can go only one step at a time. However, we have found that it is more faith-destroying to stay where we are than to risk the adventure of change. Many never really make it through this. They back off when frustrations come and then even give up. We have to make it through transition or we will keep going around the mountain until we finish transition. Put your foot on the plank and let’s go together.




  
The New Church





  If you have read this far you may be ready for what I’m about to release. There are going to be hundreds of different types of churches, all finding their place together in the Body of Christ. The next dimension is taken up with a very strong Kingdom culture. It is only when we bring the pieces together in a Kingdom setting that we begin to demonstrate that Kingdom desire that sits closer to the heart of God.




  




  Building church without a desire for the Kingdom puts a restraining order on it from Heaven in terms of how far the work can go. If we do not build with Kingdom in mind, then we build something that reflects our own ego. Churches are to be God’s Kingdom not ours. What we are constructing has its foundation in empire—a personal domain of the anointed man of God whose own anointing is greater than the church he has built because his people are passive observers of all that God is doing with him.




  How boring it is to be part of a church where the anointed one is sold out to his own ministry. In His mercy, the Lord has allowed us time to grow up and work these things through. For far to long it has been all centered round some man pleasing or man lifting up because God has placed a special anointing on a mans life. Listen don’t get me wrong there should be respect toward ministers as long as God is being lifted up.




  Transition is about the destruction of a empire and the refocus on Kingdom. It is better for us to fall on this rock and be broken and humbled before God than for it to fall upon us and crush all that we have built in the name of Jesus…but with an eye out for ourselves. We must humble ourselves and put everything into His hands so that He can decide whether we are trustworthy. If God did not own the getting of our ministry, He will not own the having of it—not without making Himself unrighteous.




  If we cheated others, broke our word, trod on people, used and discarded people, or promoted ourselves to get where we are, we need to repent right quick! We can not over look these things if we are to rise into this new thing God is doing.




  Make restoration where God leads you, because the shaking has already begun. Other churches matter. Even if a Church doesn’t believe the way you do it is still connected as part of the Body of Christ. The Kingdom is more important. Establish the Kingdom and build the church, in that order. As you build the church, build Kingdom into your people. Other churches matter. Pray for them; have a heart for their growth. Have a desire to participate in the development of the whole Body of Christ across the whole area.




  It will not guarantee revival. However, the water level of the Kingdom will raise enough in our hearts to prevent us from building our own empire, however small. If we plan to be inclusive and work with others where we can, at least know that the Lord will not have to shake or dismantle our work later on. We can build a net between churches and cities. Each church will represent part of that net, a place where certain lines meet and join together. When the net is strong enough to bear the weight of what God wants to do in the Kingdom, we will see some action.




  God works according to man’s preparation and placement. The early Church was in one place and of one accord when Pentecost came. Can our sense of preparation and placement be any less?




  The Lord is sharpening the Church at this time. He is putting a cutting edge on what we are doing. He is raising up a prophetic Church, one that is led by every word out of His mouth. It is a Church led by the Spirit, not one necessarily with systems, zones, or management strategies. The ministry of the Church will reflect God’s relaxed but disciplined approach. On the surface it looks chaotic, because God is not a manager; He is a facilitator. Underneath the action, though, there is a calm order that arises out of God’s character and nature. Many leaders are not restful people. They are activity-oriented, or managerially productive. The basis of order comes from within. It is the anointing to be at rest, calm, and peaceful before God and man. When God is in the driver’s seat, all things will work out. It is the capacity to step back into God in times of tension and trouble, to know His rest and peace. The work of the church is full of the tension of many differences in ministry, many different people, and many contrasting applications of gifting. The capacity for chaos is endless. A little organization around this is fine. We need enough strategy to keep things moving in broadly the right direction. Too much organization will stifle creativity, spontaneity, and initiative. Organization may create order in the world of business, education, and research, but it does not create order in the church. The church is a supernatural body, one where the chain of command is less obvious.




  It is the goal of leadership to teach everyone how to hear God’s voice and to be led by the Spirit. It is the goal of leadership to train, equip, empower, and release the saints into the work of the ministry. It is the goal of leadership to follow after God so closely themselves that they become a model, a pattern, and an example worth following. It is the goal of leadership to facilitate, through friendship and trust, a proper framework for accountability that is powerful and relational without being based on some armed forces structure. It is the goal of leadership to produce whole, healthy Christians who can take initiative, be led by the Spirit, and cause the enemy endless trouble. If our structure and chain of command is too rigid, we make it easy for the enemy to stop us from being effective.




   




  If the enemy opposes one part, another part rises up. When persecuted in one area, we rise up elsewhere; when attacked in one spot, we pop up somewhere else; when opposed in that part, we return to the first place and start again.




  In the church, too much order removes the supernatural edge that truly confounds the devil. Too much order makes us predictable and very, very ordinary. If things are running to smooth then to say it plain, you are dead or in a dead place.




  If our people spend more time learning about order, structure, who to report to, how to make referrals, chains of command, and accountable organizational behavior, they will not develop the initiative, creativity, order, and spontaneity of the Holy Spirit. We all finally are getting the understanding of submitting to leadership before doing something in meetings but now we must get the leadership to submit to the Holy Spirit. What happens when a leader does not submit to the Holy Spirit is we will have a man-centered ministry, not a Spirit-led one. I like organization. I believe in structure. However, I would love for more leaders to be restful, peaceful, facilitating, trusting, and calm individuals in God, so that they can operate these things properly.




  If we want the approval of God, we will have to face the annoyance of the world. The new prototype of church will anger the world. They will preach at us in anger because we have dared to go back to our roots. They like us to be familiar and predictable.




  Obviously, familiarity is good when it relates to the character of the church—their kindnesses, goodness, love of people, mercy, and reliability. People should be able to count on the nature of the church being one with the character of our Lord. However, in many places the church has become an institution of convenience. We give but we have no voice. We can comfort but we cannot challenge. We are seen but are not heard. Open-mindedness has been stretched to embrace sin—to cover it without dealing with it. We do not have the disapproval or enmity of the world; we have their mockery and contempt. There is a new prototype of church emerging that will clash with the world and Religious Christianity.




  A prototype is the first in a series. The Church will rediscover her radical edge, but not by playing with the world’s toys and using them differently. Real radical behavior in church is grounded in the supernatural. It proceeds from the mouth of God; it emanates from simple obedience to His ways; it emerges out of Holy Spirit boldness to follow the plans of God with fervent faith. It is to be willing to look foolish in order to confound the world. We all will be pioneers in this next move of God.




  His plans for our churches will mean profound changes to the structure, vision, personality, and effectiveness of our meetings, missions, training, and discipleship forums. We will see a radical change in leadership style and method. When building a prototype church, all our mistakes are public.




  One thing we should note here: Real pioneers do not criticize other pioneers because they know how hard it can be to build something new. Settlers usually make the most vicious of critics. They haven’t done it themselves and have no intention of taking what they perceive to be insane risks. Their ideas are that it is better to snipe from the sidelines and then borrow the new thing once it has been proven. Some even argue that it is their “refining” comments that have played a valuable part in maturing the original concept.




  I guess we will find out what the Lord thinks of this type of behavior on the Day of Judgment. Sadly for some, they will probably reap from what they have sown a little earlier than they would like. When we go through times of testing with our new prototype, we will have an audience of both well-wishers and critics. Many critics have no honor and less mercy. It is true that the design stages will be filled with problems. Our raw material is people. Some can stand the strain and stress; others are caught out by the sacrifice and hard work. No one likes to fail. However, it is not all about success or failure, but primarily about learning and growing. It is about pressing on through the disappointments. It is about believing in the vision God has given and learning how not to do something before it suddenly clicks into place. To be a warrior you must finish transition.




  The Lord does not measure success by results, but rather by the faithfulness we display toward Him and His vision. Pioneering is about faithfulness to the call God has given us. Many of us are faithful only to ourselves. Self-preservation will always separate the true pioneers from those who progress only at other people’s expense. Some prototype churches will have a broad base of ministry; others will have a narrow field of operation.




  Some will look after several people-groups; others may base their ministry around one type. I know churches that cater for such groups as youth, people on the drug scene, and people of a certain nationality or economic type. It is exciting to see the many flavors that exist in the wider Body of Christ.




  True spiritual conformity is only ever about being made over in the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus came to put a face on God.




  John 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?




  Christ wants to show Himself to us and through us. We are here to put a face on Christ. By our character, we demonstrate His nature. The operation of the Church in ministry must reveal all the creative diversity in the heart of God.




   




  The broad dimension of anointing in the Holy Spirit cannot be contained within a single church, network, or organization. We must love and appreciate different ministries and befriend one another to help, shape, and support the full work of the Kingdom through the Church. This is strategies to building a prototype Church.




  
The Inner Channel





  I am interested in what works and what is beautiful. The Church is a paradox. We are supposed to be God’s hoses or inner channels of His Holy Spirit power. In other words His Glory shall flow through us like a watering hose.




  




  It is not what the world thinks it is. It is contrary to received conventional opinion. Sadly, that also may be true for large sections of the Church.




  The Church is a house and a city, an army and a bride, a building and a body. Each of these concepts is designed to shake us and stretch our thinking and practice beyond our current capacity. Most of the ways that God operates are absurd. His ways are not ours and His thoughts are radically different from our own.




  Isaiah 55:8, 9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.




  Everything He does is to display His glory and majesty. He is not seeking a powerful people to represent Him. Rather He looks for all those who are weak, foolish, despised, and written off; and He inhabits them with His own strength. He has not come to give strength but to be strength to us as we relate to Him in weakness. He fills everything with Himself. Many who are in leadership may be passed over because they don’t need God as the nameless and faceless do. Most leaders today could do ministry without God for years and no one would notice. If there is no prophetic, healings, miracles and power of God, where is God?




  He is our joy, our righteousness, and the power of salvation. That means we must understand the difference between vulnerability and insecurity. All God’s dealings with us are to create maximum dependence upon Him. He calls us to do the impossible. He demands that we see what is invisible. He thrusts us into situations that would overwhelm us.




  Insecurity produces unbelief. A paralysis occurs where there needs to be movement and faith in action. People see their own smallness rather than the majesty of God. This is why we must keep our focus past the flesh and on God.




  Numbers 13:33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.




  Some people are prevented from achieving breakthrough because they cannot translate their weakness into power.




  Vulnerability knows that God is happy to send us out as lambs amongst wolves because He is hugely confident in His own ability to watch over us and work through our weaknesses. When we are vulnerable, we see our inadequacies in the light of God’s sovereignty and power, and we discover hope and faith. Like Paul, we rejoice in our weaknesses that the power of Christ may rest upon us.




  2 Corinthians 12:9, 10 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.




  The whole point of vulnerability is to bring us to a place of restful dependence in a powerful and overcoming God. Vulnerability is given by God to release His presence, which builds self-esteem and confidence in God’s sovereignty. Insecurity occurs when the enemy twists our soul to reduce our self-esteem and cause us to focus on our shortcomings.




  
What Are We Giving


  Birth To?





  God looks for a catalyst among His people—someone who will enter into a determined relationship with Him and who is capable of suspending disbelief as he discovers the majesty of God. There is a remnant of people with this kind of hunger. The Lord is always on a treasure hunt, finding something precious in the unlikeliest of places! We look at the flesh of a vessel; God sees the treasure. We are more concerned with the rubbish it is buried in than the natural value of the real find itself. We see the rough edges; He sees the cut and polished jewel. Thank God for Jesus!




  




  I love the way that God esteems us in Christ…the way He cherishes the bride in us…the value that He places on our lives because of His Son. He always sees the treasure within and then works to extract the precious from the worthless. Humans do the opposite. We take the worthless away from what is precious. Our focus is on rubbish removal and not on the glory of the Christ-life that is present though hidden in every believer.




  I am a living testimony of God looking beyond the outside of myself and seeing something that I didn’t even see. There was a treasure hidden underneath all of my shortcomings. Trust me I had more than most people and God still saw something in me.




  God always speaks to our potential while simultaneously showing us Himself. I AM, is with you! Gideon was a frightened, inadequate, resentful, questioning, and angry young man with severe low self-esteem. God looked beyond all that and spoke to the hidden capacity that was hidden within the man.




  He said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior”




  In the face of Gideon’s initial alarm, He would only restate: “I will be with you!” God did not deal with Gideon’s inadequacies. The Lord established the warrior in him by showing Gideon His own nature and sovereignty.




  Whatever we speak into people will rise up, for good or for bad. Speak to the flesh and it will bite you. Speak to the Christ-life and it will bless you. Always speak to what is noble in people and nobility will emerge. If you can look in the Spirit and speak as God sees them.




  When I prophesy to an individual, I may see many things that would say that this Word I’m giving them will never come to pass. Let me tell you if God only spoke and used people who appeared ready in the flesh there wouldn’t be many ministers today.




  The Holy Spirit is present in people, so if we speak to the fruit of His character and not to our misgivings or suspicion about them, we will save both ourselves and others from bitter confusion and possible rejection.




  God will inhabit only what is compatible with His purpose. He comes to tell us that there is a new way of looking, being, walking, and doing. The Lord is not coming to do what we want but to fulfill His desires. It is vital that we be ready to pursue God’s desire.




  The Lord lives only with what is pure, holy, and consecrated. He cohabits with the virgins who have jars of oil. We are in a season of grace where God is covering us to give us time to repent. How will God come to you? He will come in mercy, because of your desire for Him, or in judgment because of His desire for you?




   




  We want to be a dwelling place of God by the Spirit and therefore compatible to the image of God. He is compatible with humility and brokenness. He gives grace to the humble. Grace is His empowering presence flowing out from the crucible of brokenness and humility.




  We are a people seeking identification with God through crucifixion, humility, servanthood, obedience, and suffering; having the same mind in us that Jesus had in His compatibility.




  How desperate are we to be a dwelling place of God in our lifestyles? People must have a goal for sanctification. Sanctification is not necessarily coming to a place where we never sin but to a place where the practice of sin is not normal. Sanctification precedes revival.




  We need teachers and prophets combining together in the process of sanctification, acting to deliver a purity that will bless the Lord. Many charismatics do not know the difference between legalism and self-discipline. There have not been the truths being released such as sins in a person’s life. Leaders today need to be a preacher of truth. Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.




  Real accountability is provoked and promotes self-control, a fruit of the Spirit. Imposed accountability is dealt from above and can produce shame, fear, and apathy as well as controlling, domineering leadership. God is raising up a new kind of leader that will be able to preach and release a real spirit of fear of the Lord.




  
Who Are the Helpers


  of God?





  What do we want out of life in the Church? What kind of house are we building and what type of wineskin do we want? Who are the external catalysts and builders who can shape our design and destiny?




  




  Who are the internal movers and shakers who will respond to what the Spirit is saying to the churches? God is asking these questions to all of us today.




  Who are the people who can be positive agents for change just by the quality of their life in the Lord? The womb represents a place of growth and stretching as the life within takes shape.




  Every church has a womb. Some churches are capable of giving birth to multiple life forms; others are able to deliver a single aspect of vision. Some churches cannot conceive while others cannot produce. I’ll keep saying things many different ways so that it gets clear what God is looking for in us.




  Every church needs a helper who can deliver the vision into a specific form capable of interacting with God and humanity.




  In Scripture, the helpers of God are the fivefold ministries mentioned in Ephesians 4. They are given as gifts to train, equip, empower, and release the Body of Christ into ministry. There is a greater depth of spiritual reality that emerges in the combined company of apostles and prophets. This is a must in the Church God is raising up.




   




  New foundations have to be laid if we are restructuring the building for a different use or a more dynamic purpose. Apostles and prophets are the only ministries that can release the dynamic of the presence of God that turns a church from an organization to an organism. We cannot do it without the Apostles and Prophets as the foundation of the Church.




  The church must become cloud-sensitive, not crowd-sensitive. The new wineskin must be defined prophetically. The new structure of the church requires apostolic strategy. Many churches have become a memorial to what God did.




  Raising up and renewing the prophetic in our midst will enable us to preserve the revelation that will rebuild the house and keep the wineskin soft. We can pass on our church style or we can release prophetic successors. To do the latter, we need the Father’s touch as a wise masterbuilder.




  Good leadership releases the fruit of the Holy Spirit in the lives of people by continually encouraging the flock back into the arms of Jesus. Apostles are the Believers of the church sent out to prepare a Bride for the Son.




  We must distinguish between leadership of the church and management. Leaders are proficient in the art of going somewhere and taking people with them. Managers maintain what they have. Leaders go out to get something more. They know they have to give something to gain something more.




  Many churches are not built for the battleground. If we are truly walking with Jesus, then we will partake of all the warfare that He provokes.




  Luke 22:28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations.




  We must be ready for the storm that is to come. The anointing of the fivefold ministries are to add layer upon layer to the revelation and release of a warrior bride.




  The most critical part of this is that the Church has rejected the Apostles and Prophets when it is vital in this hour to have them both firmly in place.




  I need to be brief and to the point. The principle I want to operate from is this: The fivefold ministries are sent by the Lord not necessarily to do the job, but specifically to train and equip the Body of Christ to fulfill God’s purposes through grassroots body ministry.




  So I am going to put their ministry into a realistic context of apostolic practice.




  I am using the word apostolic as an umbrella term to indicate the function of all the fivefold ministries operating together in the life of a church.




  Apostolic ministry operates according to the measure of the grace gift given by Christ. Some of the main ingredients of apostolic ministry are for…




  • Perfecting and maturing the saints.




  • Edifying and building up the Body of Christ.




  • Producing saints for the effective work of the ministry.




  • Bringing the saints into a unity of the faith.




  • Creating knowledge of the Son of God to produce a perfect man.




  • Attaining the measure of the stature of Christ’s fullness.




  • Raising spiritual children to adulthood.




  Ephesians 2:19-22 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.




  Ephesians 4:11-16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
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