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Chapter One
Knowing the Opposition


[image: image]




If you are experiencing God’s power and presence at any level you will see the opposition of the Enemy. This is a day when Breaking Spiritual Strongholds is through knowing the oppositions. We are in a season of transition and it is time to know the enemy. The ground of transition will be contested by the ruthless enemy who will try and frustrate us at every turn. That is why the whole point of times of transition is to increase our dependency upon the Lord. We must learn how to hold on to the majesty and supremacy of Jesus. It is so easy when we are going through change and transition to blame the enemy, to blame people, or to look at a human rationale for our situation.

I believe that God wants to give us a divine rationale because, in my experience with God limited though it may be. I have come to understand that God allows in His wisdom what He could easily prevent by His power. If God is allowing certain things, then we want to know His wisdom. 

John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

He was limited in what He could do in their hearts and what He could speak into their lives because of their own perception. The Lord is always trying to raise our perception of what He is doing. That is what we call revelation. That could be said of the Church right now. Deep is calling to deep. I have never known a time when I have felt such a weight of Heaven pressing in on what we are doing. Angelic sightings around the world are on the increase. Demonic manifestations that are more powerful and strange are also on the increase. The supernatural is folding itself layer upon layer on top of the natural. Heaven is desperate to come to earth. There are more intercessors now in the earth than there have ever been as a whole of the Church’s entire history. There is a tremendous amount of intercession going up these days. Every church, no matter how small, has someone praying intensely. Many churches are coming into a place of intensity with intercession. It is easy to see that the whole world is shifting. There are deep things happening across the Church, some of which we don’t yet understand. I believe there will be some messages coming to the Church that will come by angelic visitation because we won’t be able to bear the weight of them. No one will be able to get the weight of revelation by themselves from the Holy Spirit. I believe that we will have angels coming just as we saw in the Scriptures, in both the Old and New Covenants.

Angels are sent to help mankind break through when they cannot break out. They operate at the points where Heaven touches the earth, where significance needs to be broadcast, and where God’s plans and purposes need to unfold with dynamic effect. They are ministering spirits sent to give a message or support at a critical time. Their presence is increasing in the earth. This is a truly supernatural time for churches to gain that heavenly cutting edge of spiritual gifting and character. We are breaking new ground and becoming more prophetic in a world going mad with reason. Prophetic churches pass through things ahead of time. This will make us a target for criticism. This will no doubt be good for our humility. Human opposition is designed by God to bring us into grace. 

Demonic opposition brings us into greater power. All opposition is designed for our benefit. Human opposition will teach us how to be gracious and merciful. We will learn how to love our enemies, how to pray for people who persecute us, and how to bless those who work against us. Demonic opposition is to teach us how to stand in the authority and the power of the Lord Jesus. It is designed to show us the majesty and supremacy of Jesus and to enable us to learn how to submit to God.

James 4:7, 8 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 

Everything that this type of church does is built on progressive truth. Revelation that is unfolding will not be understood by other churches until it is released out in something visible. This takes perseverance on our behalf, so that one day our critics can have fellowship with us in spirit and truth. We need to keep praying over our religious saints that the Lord will open their eyes, that what is invisible and therefore beyond your understanding can be seen and apprehended. The church needs a total change of perspective to operate in the supernatural realm. We cannot indulge in the laws of reason and logic and expect to fight off the demonic. We cannot hear words concerning the future without willingly changing our practices in the present. We will see what God is seeing; speak out what He is saying; and do what only He is doing simply because He wills it. We will have to suspend our disbelief to share the perceptions of the Holy Spirit.

The enemy must be known, isolated, and overcome if we are to move into the realms of God that are unfolding. That is why we need the prophetic. Prophets have a profound love of God and a deep hatred of the enemy. They have always been in the forefront of any battle against untruth, deception, injustice, and oppression. Most of the leaders in the Bible had a strong prophetic dimension to their lives. Many were prophets! Yet the notion in today’s churches is that prophets and leadership do not mix. We have a church that does not understand process and growth, largely because the people who understand these realms are not in any place of authority or real influence. Reason has replaced revelation. I love reason. I believe that God is reasonable, except when He chooses not to be. Then we need revelation. Words of wisdom are meant to provide us with supernatural reasoning that is not grounded in human logic and intelligence.

The mind must be renewed at times in order to keep pace with God’s reasoning. Things that do not make sense in the natural will unfold supernaturally by divine revelation as God communicates at a deeper level of faith and on a higher plane of thought. Our thoughts are not His yet! Real prophetic people naturally interact with God on this level of supernatural understanding by revelation. 

Real apostles have the natural capacity in the Spirit to interpret prophetic revelation into a strategy for church response and development. That is why the new prototype of Church will be founded on the partnership between apostles and prophets dependent on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Only a few people understand the process of turning prophetic potential into something actual. It is one matter to have received a prophetic word; it is quite another to see it fulfilled. I personally know many individuals and churches with significant prophetic words spoken over them. All personal prophecy is conditional, whether or not any conditions are implied or stated in the prophecy itself. Conditional prophecy relates to the possibility, not the certainty of fulfillment. It can be delayed or even canceled according to our response as well as by our capacity to align our hearts and lives in lifestyle obedience to the revealed word of God in the Scriptures. There is unconditional prophecy, which relates to God’s overall plan for mankind. It may be adjusted but can never be prevented from coming to pass because it depends upon God Himself, not human response. We need perseverance and patience to walk with God and see that word fulfilled according to the Lord’s discretion and timing, as well as according to our preparation and placement. 

We will need to work with the Holy Spirit to turn our potential into reality. Working with frustration is a key factor in turning our potential into something actual. I like frustrated people. They are one of the hopes of the church. Most people are frustrated because they care about something. However, they have a distinct responsibility to the Holy Spirit to use their frustration for the correct purpose. 

If people abuse their relationship with the Holy Spirit, their frustration is used by the flesh to sow discord, strife, and division. They will become a dissenting voice rather than a positive prophetic utterance. Frustration reveals our true heart and releases an impartation that is either negative and destructive, or positive and empowering. If we intervene between our frustration and God’s purpose, we are tampering with the law of cause and effect. People do not guard their thoughts carefully enough, especially when under the pressure of frustration. If we leave our thoughts unguarded, the flesh can take what the Lord wants to do. 

We need a genuine respect for cause and effect as a necessary condition for turning frustration into impartation. By choosing God’s purpose, we reject the potential for divisiveness to occur. Cause always belongs to God; the effect is whatever is released through the Son. Frustration is sent to change us, to make us more into the image of Jesus; that is cause and effect, stage one. When we allow frustration to cause us to stand in the gap and intercede for others, the effect of which is a release of impartation that empowers and inspires. That is, we arrive at a place of trustworthy servanthood after having passed the test of unselfishness. All fear is implicit in the second, and all love is implicit in the first. The conflict is therefore between love and fear. Do we love God enough to allow Him to fulfill His purpose no matter how much it hurts ours? Do we love other people enough to serve and help them no matter how much we want to be right? 

Isaac was not the cause of Abraham’s prophetic inheritance to be fulfilled; he was the effect. The cause to fulfill the prophecy over Abraham was only ever going to be God Himself.

Genesis 18:10-19 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh. And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

Part of our frustration is that we cannot see where our lives fit into the current circumstances unless they change. Can we lay our desire and our hope for significance on the altar of God and trust in Him alone to fulfill it? It is a test a real and great examination of our motives, desires, and true spirit of servanthood. It is here that we will discover whether we will seize the occasion for our own ends or whether we will lay down our lives for the purpose of obedience.

When Abraham was told to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice, it was a major test of his obedience. 

Genesis 22:8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 

Genesis 22:15-18 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

We can hold on to our own dream only by letting it go in the service of God. That, perhaps, is one of the lessons of frustration that we all must learn if we are to be true servants of God. His promise and goodness are the cause of our fulfillment, not our desire to take hold of the promise and make it work.

David had to learn a similar lesson in his life with Saul. King Saul had pursued David with every evil intent to prevent his son-in-law from becoming his successor to the throne. When Saul entered the very cave where David and his men were hiding, to relieve himself, he was at their mercy. David’s friends urged him to kill Saul, believing that God had ordained it. On that day, David realized that the cause of his inheriting the throne was not the demise of Saul. It was simply the will and power of God to fulfill His own word. The only person who could wreck the cause of God was David himself. In frustration, conflict is inevitable if we are not focused upon God’s purpose. Our self-righteous flesh will rise up to prove its point, justifying itself in the process. The effect of our flesh is unproductive and damaging to the cause of God. In frustration we must be ready with our obedience to fulfill the cause of God. Then the effect of our frustration is an impartation of encouragement, prophecy, insight, and blessing. Readiness is a prerequisite for accomplishment. As soon as a state of readiness occurs within us, it will be accompanied by a desire to accomplish the will of God through His Spirit. Readiness is the beginning of confidence. 

God knows what He is doing, and we would rather trust His faithfulness to do it than our capacity to understand it. We know that all things become clear in the end. The God who will not explain Himself before the event will reveal His purpose after we have trusted. He does not always speak initially, but He always speaks eventually. By submitting to Him, no matter how we feel, we become ready to do His will. Frustration is either the spark of life that creates a new dimension or the discharge of all that we hold dear. Do not snuff out that spark, but nurture it properly. The current problem in leadership concerns time, motion, and efficiency. 

With so many things happening, and with so many claims on our time, it is easier and seemingly more effective to regulate certain situations and people than it is to facilitate and develop them. It is easier to deny than to expedite. People need to understand that, firstly, frustration is an internal matter. It will highlight where and how the Lord wants to change the individual. Leaders need to give them help primarily to rid the people of unhelpful elements. 

Psalms 139:23, 24 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

We must ensure that our frustration about something is not turned into anything hurtful to others. Once we have allowed the Lord to deal with our own hearts, we are free to pray effectively and to stand in the gap for others. 

How we deal with our frustration is a major test of our faithfulness to working with the Holy Spirit. Can He trust us? Are we committed to the fruit of the Holy Spirit or just His gifting? Are we committed to the building up of the Body or to just our own ministry? Frustration is a well-designed test to determine faithfulness and current attitude. It is a privilege to be frustrated. It means, if we handle it properly, if we prove out and achieve what is on God’s heart, that a new door in the Spirit realm will open up to us. If we miss the opportunity and our frustration falls into fleshly activity, that door will close on us. It may be some time before the Lord will trust us enough to open that door again. Frustration is the potential to grow and develop. Of course, if we are constantly and continuously frustrated, we will need some form of counseling and possibly deliverance from spiritual negativity, pride, contempt, and arrogance. The flesh will have got the better of us on a regular basis, and now we become a liability. The enemy, not the Holy Spirit, is now monitoring our frustration for the purpose of strife and division, not growth and development. God will change us first through our frustration; then He will change people around us. Frustration will bring everyone and everything into alignment with God’s purpose, if we submit to Him. Transition is essential in turning our revelation into experience.

There are two things we really need here. We need a revelation of what frustration is really all about and we must understand that transition is the place where revelation becomes experience to us. Transition is a testing and proving ground. 

It is the place between promise and fulfillment where we are tested to see if we can inhabit the place that God wants to give us. The promise made to Adam was that he would rule over the earth and have dominion in it. He was put into the Garden of Eden to see if he could rule over himself. The garden was his transition place a smaller sphere of influence and activity that was designed to be his testing and proving ground. He missed it. We must be honest with ourselves. How many times have we been frustrated? Has anything positive and remarkable ever occurred in those times? If we are blaming others, we have missed the point.

For every finger we point at someone else, there are three pointing back at us. Did those times of frustration lead us to greater impartation, renewed servanthood, or a test passed with flying colors? If not, then these tests will come again. Times of testing are part of the process of turning our potential into something actual. We can tell who are men and women of real substance in God. They are the ones at peace with themselves. They own nothing and yet possess all things. They are not striving, not promoting themselves. They are content to trust God. He puts things into their hands because He trusts them. Their frustration has been redeemed. In its place is a continuous flow of impartation. They have become facilitators for other people. They are not concerned with their own place in the scheme of things. Great servants always have a place. Faithfulness is its own reward. 
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