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Preface


Very little is known about Julian Skriabin except that he was the son of Russian composer and pianist Alexander Skriabin and his second partner Tat’yana de Schloezer. Julian was feted as a child prodigy but his tragic death from drowning in the Dnieper River aged just 11 deprived the world of what surely would have been a important contribution to Russian music in the early 20th Century. His output, therefore, is very small, and these preludes set the benchmark by which we are obliged to survey this precocious talent.


The preludes exhibit a remarkable freedom of tonality in spite of the regular key signatures: opus 2 is in C major, opus 3 # 1 is in B major and the fourth of the set (WoO) is set in [image: ]
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