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Foreword

	Welcome to this study guide on the Book of 2 Peter. Within the pages of this guide, you will find valuable insights, questions, and reflections to aid you in exploring this short but profound letter in the New Testament.

	The Book of 2 Peter, traditionally attributed to the apostle Peter, is a rich source of spiritual wisdom, encouragement, and admonition. It addresses critical themes such as Christian growth, the dangers of false teachings, the promise of Christ's return, and the hope of a new heaven and earth. In a world filled with various ideologies and influences, the teachings in 2 Peter remain relevant and timeless, offering guidance to contemporary Christians.

	This study guide is designed to help you delve deeper into the content of 2 Peter, whether you are studying individually, with a group, or in a church setting. It offers a variety of question formats, including multiple-choice, fill-in-the-gap, and reflective questions, to cater to different learning preferences and levels of engagement. Whether you are a seasoned Bible scholar or someone exploring the Scriptures for the first time, there is something here for you.

	As you embark on this journey through 2 Peter, may you be enriched in your understanding of God's Word, strengthened in your faith, and encouraged to live a life of godliness and holiness. May the teachings in this letter inspire you to grow in grace, knowledge, and wisdom, and may you find hope in the promise of Christ's return.

	Thank you for choosing this study guide, and may your exploration of 2 Peter be a source of spiritual growth and renewal.

	Andrew

	 


Introduction to this Study

	This study comprises questions based on the various verses of Scripture taken from the Book of 2 Peter. 

	Part 1 of this study explores the background information of the book, for example, who wrote it, when, to whom, why and other aspects of the book. 

	Part 2 is the verse-by-verse study that requires the reader to complete the questions and tasks at the end of each chapter. If this is done in a cell group environment, these answers should be discussed within the group. 

	Part 3 comprises the Knowledge Test, where you can put your study to the test. This section covers all the chapters and requires various questions to be answered.

	Suppose you are using the ebook version of this study. In that case, it is advisable to have a notebook handy to record the answers to the questions. Additional space may also be required to work through the test your knowledge questions.

	Answering the questions is not a race. Careful thought should go into writing down the answers, specifically the life application of these questions and their answers. 

	Engaging in a Bible Study suggests that the reader recognises their need to understand Scripture and the depth of wisdom that follows knowing and understanding God and His ways. This is a spiritual journey and takes time as you investigate the verses, their meaning as the writer intended and their life application. Ensure prayer precedes each step of the way, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you and opening your heart and mind to the knowledge of God.

	This study matters as it might apply to your life’s reality. In other words, this study considers the Book’s Theology and other principles derived from the book within a framework that makes it easier to apply principles to our daily lives. This study is not a commentary, and although specific information about each book is provided, this study does not engage in textual criticism.

	 



PART 1: Book Information


	 

	
Writer

	
The authorship of the biblical letter referred to as 2 Peter is traditionally attributed to Peter the Apostle (2 Peter 1:1). The text suggests it's a follow-up to a previous letter from Peter (2 Peter 3:1), likely alluding to 1 Peter. However, it's conceivable that Peter was referencing a lost letter. A notable connection is made between Peter's fate and a statement attributed to Jesus in John 21:18, indicating Jesus' foresight regarding Peter's eventual manner of death (2 Peter 1:14).

	However, contemporary scholars widely diverge from the traditional attribution to Peter. Most academic consensus suggests that 2 Peter was not penned by the apostle himself. Various factors contribute to this conclusion, including differences in writing style, theological emphasis, and historical context compared to Peter's other known writings. Instead, it is proposed that the letter was composed later, likely by an anonymous author who adopted Peter's name to lend authority to the text within early Christian communities.

	Evidence supporting Peter as the author of 2 Peter outside the Bible emerges as early as the third century. However, references to Petrine's authorship within the writings of the church fathers are notably fewer than in other New Testament books. This scarcity of early attestation has invited scrutiny from sceptics seeking to challenge the Bible's credibility, making 2 Peter a focal point for criticism.

	Ironically, within this very letter, Peter warns against the influence of heretics who would stray from the teachings of the apostles and the Old Testament prophets. Yet, some contemporary critics themselves depart from these foundational teachings. It's important to note that not all who question the Petrine authorship are considered heretical. Upon engaging with the arguments presented by certain critics, some traditionally conservative scholars have reconsidered their stance, finding themselves unable to maintain confidence in the epistle's attribution to Peter or its divine inspiration. This underscores the complexity of the debate surrounding the authorship of 2 Peter and the diverse perspectives within scholarly circles.

	From the early years of Christianity, it's evident that the church took a firm stance against the unauthorised attribution of writings to apostles. Historical evidence from the early centuries of Christianity illustrates this intolerance. For instance, the author of a work known as The Acts of Paul and Thecla faced criticism and reprimand for such actions, highlighting the church's disapproval of such practices. Even the apostle Paul condemned such actions in his letter to the Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 3:17).

	Despite external challenges to the Petrine authorship of 2 Peter, internal evidence offers compelling support for Peter as its author. This internal testimony includes aesthetic similarities with 1 Peter, linguistic parallels with Peter's speeches recorded in the book of Acts, and specific phrases that align with Peter's style (such as 2 Peter 1:1, 14; 3:1). The author claims to have been an eyewitness to Jesus' transfiguration (2 Peter 1:16-18) and to have received knowledge of his own impending death directly from Jesus (2 Peter 1:13-14; cf. John 21:18).

	However, opponents of the Petrine authorship raise objections based on the differences between 1 and 2 Peter. Despite these objections, the internal evidence supporting Peter's authorship remains compelling to many scholars and believers, highlighting the ongoing debate within biblical scholarship.

	The prevailing consensus among biblical scholars is that the book of 2 Peter was likely composed in the early years of the second century, making it one of the later additions to the New Testament canon. Within this scholarly framework, the claim of Petrine's authorship is understood as an example of pseudonymity, a common practice in the ancient world. Pseudonymity involves attributing authorship to a renowned figure from the past, lending authority and tradition to a work authored by someone else.

	This perspective aligns with the views of most academics. Still, it diverges from the convictions of many conservatives, who maintain a different interpretation. Notably, some conservative scholars, like Moo, have pointed out what they perceive as a tension between the pseudonymous attribution of authorship and the doctrine of inerrancy. In their view, ascribing authorship to someone other than the actual writer conflicts with the belief in the infallibility of Scripture.

	This disagreement highlights the diversity of perspectives within both scholarly and religious communities regarding the authorship and interpretation of biblical texts. It underscores the ongoing dialogue and debate surrounding biblical authenticity and authority issues.

	 

	 

	
Purpose

	As Christians eagerly await the return of the Lord, the message conveyed in 2 Peter serves as both an encouragement and a call to spiritual maturity. The central theme of the letter urges believers to strengthen their faith and deepen their spiritual growth, equipping them to withstand the challenges and temptations that may lead them astray.

	To fully grasp the essence of 2 Peter, it's essential to approach it from two distinct yet intertwined perspectives: as a polemical defence and as a moral admonition. In its polemical aspect, the letter confronts false teachings and challenges within the Christian community, vigorously defending the core tenets of the faith against distortions and deviations. By addressing these doctrinal threats head-on, 2 Peter seeks to fortify believers' understanding of essential truths and guard them against deception.

	Simultaneously, 2 Peter serves as a moral exhortation, urging Christians to live lives characterised by godliness, virtue, and perseverance. The letter emphasises the importance of moral integrity, steadfastness in the face of trials, and the pursuit of holiness as essential aspects of the Christian journey. Through its moral teachings and exhortations, 2 Peter calls believers to embrace a lifestyle consistent with their faith, reflecting the transformative power of God's grace in their daily lives.

	By approaching 2 Peter with a polemical and moral lens, readers can glean valuable insights into early Christians' challenges and the timeless principles that guide believers in their spiritual walk. This multifaceted approach enables a deeper understanding of the letter's significance and relevance for contemporary believers as they navigate their faith journey amidst a world fraught with spiritual challenges.

	
Date of Writing

	The reference made by Peter in 2 Peter 1:13-15 regarding his impending departure from life suggests that the letter may have been written near the time of Peter's martyrdom. Interestingly, within 2 Peter, elements reminiscent of a will and a letter are recognised as distinct literary genres (2 Peter 1:3-11; 2:1-3; 3:1-4). These genres, often called "types of literature," serve as frameworks for communication and expression.

	What sets 2 Peter apart is the innovative approach taken by the author, who combines elements of a farewell testament with the structure of an ancient letter. This unique blending of genres creates a form lacking direct parallels within the New Testament and the broader corpus of ancient Jewish and Christian literature.

	Historical records from early Christianity indicate that Peter ended in Rome between 67 and 68 AD. Considering this timeline alongside the internal evidence within 2 Peter, a composition date around 67-68 AD emerges as the most plausible possibility. This alignment suggests that the letter was penned during the final years of Peter's life, lending a poignant significance to his words as a testament to his faith and legacy.

	Early church tradition holds that Peter spent his final years in Rome during the last decade of his life. However, there is debate among scholars regarding the extent of Peter's presence in Rome during this period. While some, like Calvin, suggest that Peter's time in Rome may have been shorter than traditionally believed, others assert that he resided there.

	In 64 AD, Emperor Nero instigated the persecution of Christians in Rome, marking a significant event in early Christian history. Based on historical context and scholarly estimation, Kenneth Hanna proposed a writing date for 2 Peter around 65 AD amidst the tumultuous backdrop of Nero's persecution.

	Like 2 Timothy, the final epistle attributed to Paul, 2 Peter holds a significant place as the last writing attributed to Peter. Interestingly, both epistles share striking parallels. They serve as warnings to the early church, signalling the rise of apostasy and heresy within the Christian community. These warnings, issued during the pilgrimage for the church, resonate with contemporary relevance as they caution against the challenges of false teachings and moral decay.

	Peter's admonition focuses on the dangers posed by false pastors and teachers. At the same time, Paul's concerns encompass the threat of heresy among the laity. Both apostles urge vigilance and steadfastness in the face of doctrinal deviations, underscoring the ongoing battle against spiritual corruption within the church. This parallel underscores the timeless relevance of their teachings, serving as beacons of guidance for believers navigating the complexities of faith and fidelity in an ever-changing world.

	 

	 

	 

	
Audience

	Suppose we infer Peter references his first letter (1 Peter) in 2 Peter. In that case, it suggests that he intended his second epistle for a similar audience. Primarily directed towards Gentile Christians, 2 Peter also encompasses Jewish Christians residing in northern Asia Minor, as indicated in 1 Peter 1:1. Peter's portrayal of the historical context and the challenges faced by the recipients aligns with the circumstances of this diverse group making his message relevant and meaningful to them.

	As such, 2 Peter does not fit the "catholic" (universal) epistle classification but serves as a generic letter initially intended for all Christians. Its broad scope and timeless teachings make it applicable to believers across different backgrounds and contexts. Peter's epistle transcends specific demographics by addressing common concerns and exhorting readers to steadfast faith, offering guidance and encouragement to all who seek to follow Christ faithfully.

	 

	 

	
Interconnectedness 

	Several questions have been prompted due to the similarities that may be seen between 2 Peter 2 and the book of Jude, particularly Jude 4–18. Peter may have had access to Jude's letter, or Jude may have had a copy of 2 Peter in his possession. Which book came out before the other? Is it possible that one individual used the work of the other, or did they both get their information from the same place? The commentators and authors of New Testament Introductions address these concerns in depth throughout their respective works. Please refer to them for any additional explanations.

	To say more would be to go beyond the scope of this discussion, but suffice it to say that the church throughout the ages has acknowledged the finished product of both 2 Peter and Jude as epistles that were inspired by God. Regarding the question of which came first, we might not have a definitive answer until we reach paradise. The theory that Jude wrote his book before Peter (or Peter's agency) composed 2 Peter is currently the one that is held by the majority of academics. Despite this, I often believe that the primacy of 2 Peter should be given more weight, as are many conservative authorities.

	The Book of 2 Peter is interconnected with several other books of the Bible, both within the New Testament and the Old Testament. Its connections with other biblical texts help provide context and a broader understanding of its teachings. Here's a detailed discussion of the interconnectedness of 2 Peter with other books of the Bible:

	
		
1 Peter: The most immediate connection is with the first epistle of Peter, 1 Peter. Both letters are attributed to the apostle Peter and share similar themes. They both emphasise the importance of faith, holiness, and perseverance in the face of trials. 1 Peter also addresses suffering and the need for Christians to live as obedient and holy people, a theme continued in 2 Peter.

		
The Epistles of Paul: 2 Peter references the apostle Paul's writings, acknowledging that some of Paul's letters are Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). This shows an awareness of the Pauline epistles and their authority within the early Christian community.

		
The Old Testament: Like many other books in the New Testament, 2 Peter draws extensively from the Old Testament. It references various stories and events from the Old Testament, such as the creation account (2 Peter 3:5-6), the flood (2 Peter 2:5), and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Peter 2:6-8). These references connect the teachings of 2 Peter with the foundational stories and principles of the Hebrew Scriptures.

		
The Book of Jude: 2 Peter and the Book of Jude share striking similarities in content and language. Some scholars believe that one of these authors may have been aware of the other's work, or they may have drawn from a common source. Both texts address false teachers and emphasise vigilance and adherence to true Christian doctrine.

		
The Gospels: While not directly quoting from the Gospels, 2 Peter reflects the teachings of Jesus found in the Gospels, especially regarding the second coming of Christ. The concept of the day of the Lord's return and the need for readiness aligns with Jesus' teachings about His return in the Gospels.

		
Prophetic Books: 2 Peter's discussion of the end times and the new heaven and earth draws on prophetic imagery in books like Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Revelation. The idea of God's final judgment and the renewal of all things is common in various prophetic writings.



	In summary, 2 Peter is interconnected with other biblical texts through shared themes, references to Scripture, and theological concepts. Its connections with 1 Peter, the writings of Paul, the Old Testament, the Book of Jude, the Gospels, and prophetic books enrich its message and provide a broader theological context within the Bible. These connections help readers understand how the teachings of 2 Peter fit into the larger narrative of the Christian faith.

	 

	
Understanding 2 Peter

	Both 1 Peter and 2 Peter were penned by Peter to fortify Christians in their faith. These epistles stand as expressions of obedience to Jesus' directive to Peter to "strengthen your brothers" (cf. Luke 22:32). Each letter serves to remind believers of essential Christian beliefs and practices, with a particular emphasis on the grace of God as the foundation for steadfastness amidst trials and challenges.

	According to 2 Peter 3:1, it becomes evident that both epistles were intended for the same group of recipients. While the first letter focuses on "Suffering," highlighting how believers should respond to adversity, the second letter delves into the issue of "False Teachers," cautioning against doctrinal distortions and urging vigilance in discerning truth from error. Throughout both letters, the grace of God remains a central theme, emphasising its sufficiency to sustain and empower believers through every trial and tribulation.

	However, it's essential to recognise the nuanced contrasts between the two epistles. The conclusion of 1 Peter exhorts believers to "stand firm in [grace]" (5:12), emphasising the steadfastness and stability found in God's grace. In contrast, the conclusion of 2 Peter urges believers to "grow in... grace" (3:18), underscoring the ongoing process of spiritual maturity and development within the realm of God's grace. While the first letter emphasises the need to remain anchored in God's grace, the second letter expands on this concept, stressing the imperative of continual growth and advancement in grace.

	Ultimately, both epistles complement each other, offering a comprehensive perspective on the Christian journey—a journey characterised by unwavering reliance on God's grace, steadfastness in the face of adversity, and a commitment to ongoing spiritual growth and maturity.

	The central message conveyed by 1 Peter can be summarised as a call to live by the obligations inherent in being recipients of the genuine grace of God. Specifically, the message urges believers to remain steadfast in the grace that emanates from God.

	Within this letter, several key revelations emerge, shedding light on the resources available to Christians and the corresponding responsibilities that accompany them. Firstly, Peter emphasises that believers possess access to divine resources, signifying privilege and obligation. Among these resources, the foremost is the power bestowed by God (1 Peter 1:3), which provides everything necessary for living a life that honours God.

	This divine power enables believers to live godly, guided by faith and obedience. As believers deepen their understanding of God through Scripture, their capacity to live by His will expands. Through the diligent study of the Bible, individuals gain insight into the character and purposes of God, facilitating a deeper relationship with Him.

	Crucially, this growing awareness of God should translate into a lifestyle marked by continual trust and obedience. By remaining steadfast in their commitment to God, believers can effectively harness the resources available to them and fulfil their responsibilities as recipients of His grace. Thus, Peter's message underscores the inseparable link between divine empowerment and human response, highlighting the transformative impact of living in alignment with God's grace.

	Our spiritual vitality, or energy, is a crucial aspect of our Christian life, and it can be profoundly transformed by the power of God. As stated in John 10:10 and reiterated in the writings of James, God desires for us to be vibrant and active participants in the Christian faith. Conversely, spiritual lethargy represents the antithesis of the dynamic life God intends for us.

	Through the divine power bestowed upon us (1 Peter 1:3), we can manifest God's splendour in our lives. Just as Peter beheld the majestic glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ during the Transfiguration (1 Peter 1:17), so too does God desire for His glory to be evident in the lives of all believers (2 Peter 3:18). The energy of our spiritual life serves as a reflection of God's grandeur, bearing witness to His transformative power at work within us.

	The life and ministry of Jesus Christ serve as the quintessential example of the vibrancy and vitality inherent in the Christian faith. His unwavering perseverance in the face of adversity and fervent passion for God's kingdom epitomises the essence of spiritual health.

	While enthusiasm and excitement are important aspects of our spiritual journey, they must be complemented by steadfast endurance and perseverance. True spiritual vitality encompasses a deep-rooted commitment to faithfully following Christ, even amid trials and challenges. As we draw upon the power of God dwelling within us, we are empowered to live lives that radiate His glory and reflect His transformative love to the world.

	The power of God extends beyond just our spiritual vitality; it also profoundly impacts our conduct and behaviour in every aspect of life. When we speak of conduct, we refer to how we carry ourselves in our thoughts, words, and actions—what we choose to do and refrain from doing. God's desire is not merely for us to be glorious Christians but also godly ones, exemplifying His character and virtues in all our lives.

	Conversely, a lack of godliness leads to behaviour that is morally repugnant and spiritually defiled. Peter addresses this contrast in chapter 2 of his epistle, highlighting the deceptive and destructive conduct of false teachers deviating from God's standards.

	Through the strength imparted by God (1 Peter 1:3), we can reflect His holiness and become more like Him. This transformation exemplifies the greatness of God and aligns with His desire for His children to emulate His character (1 Peter 2:9). The profound significance of this endeavour is underscored by Peter's own experience on the Mount of Transfiguration, where he witnessed the divine affirmation of Jesus as the beloved Son of God (Matthew 17:5). This moment serves as a testimony to God's greatness and His desire for His children to reflect His glory.
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