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  How To Use This Book


  It takes many hours to become proficient at anything—a sport, a hobby, a musical instrument, or a foreign language. Many thousands of hours, in fact! For a student of English, this can seem difficult to accomplish, especially if your only opportunity to study English is in the classroom.


  This book will help you learn and practice writing in English, both inside and outside the classroom. If you are already taking English classes, some of the tips will help you get more out of your classes. If you’re not taking English classes – and even if you are – other tips will give you ideas to try on your own. Not every idea will work for every student. That’s why there are fifty. We feel sure that many of the ideas presented here will bring you results if you try them sincerely.


  Here is a suggested method for using this book:


  


  
    	Read through all of the fifty tips without stopping.




    	Read through the tips again. Choose five or six that you think might work for you. Decide when you will try them, and for how long.




    	Try to choose different types of ideas: some for practicing fluency (such as journals or freewriting), some for practicing accuracy, with grammar or punctuation, some for handwriting, and some for typing. Also, choose some that you can practice with a friend or language learning partner, and some that you can do alone. For your convenience, the tips are divided into two main categories, Writing and Typing. The Writing suggestions can almost all be done both with paper and pencil and on a computer; the Typing suggestions are meant for use with a computer or tablet.




    	Each time you use one of the ways, make a note about how well it worked for you and why. Remember that most of the tips will work best if you practice them several times (or even make them a habit). Don’t try a tip only once and decide it’s no good for you. Give the tips you try a few chances, at least.




    	Every few weeks, read through the tips again, and choose some new ones. Discontinue using any methods that are not working for you.



  


  The most important advice, though, is to actually do the suggestions you read about here. Wishing is not working. If you don’t do the work, you won’t see the results.


  Finally, consider trying some of the other books in our 50 Ways to Practice series. No one skill in English is really separate from the others. Speaking, listening, reading, writing, vocabulary, and grammar are all connected. Improving in one area will almost always bring improvements to other areas too.


  There must be
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  WRITING


  


  1. Use a picture. Find a picture in a magazine and either describe what you see or write a short story about it. Check new vocabulary you need in a dictionary.
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