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    INTRODUCTION




    Many farang (Westerners) visiting Thailand find communicating with the opposite sex far from simple.




    While most of them make do with a few tourist phrases and in desperation get by with resorting to sign language, sooner or later there arises both a desire and even a need to understand these charming girls better - and to be understood by them.




    Although these lovely girls feel the same desire, alas, the differences between the two cultures are so great that even when a basic Thai-English vocabulary is agreed, troubling misunderstandings can and do still occur.




    This book provides incoming romantics with quick and easy-to-read explanations of dozens of the most common phrases used by bar girls and farang, a clearer understanding of which will make your love go more smoothly.




    What your Thai beauty means when she says... and




    What your darling farang means when he says...


  




  

    Part 1: Thai Girl says, “Hello sexy man.”




    Ridiculous, isn’t it? They know it is not true! Even you know it is not true. Okay, you are sexy, but not that sexy. And yet it is not just one of them saying this to you, it is all of them.




    At times it can feel like walking past an aggressive salesman in a used car lot. “Hey, mister, want to buy a great used car?” Or a struggling restaurant back home: “We have a bargain tonight - free rice!”




    Why don’t these darling girls try something different? Or say nothing at all? Can’t they see that you are a smart guy and that their silly pitch is never going to work with you?




    And yet, against all the odds, it does work, doesn’t it? It is seductive, like a lottery ticket seller saying, “It could be you,” no matter how many tickets you have bought and never won a thing.




    “Sexy man.” The mind starts to race as soon as you hear the words, even though you know they are too good to be true. Dreams start because the words conjure up tantalizing images as vivid as a scene in a sex film.




    It doesn’t matter that it is only a tease because the real message lies in the sub-text: if this pretty young thing is willing to invest this much energy in getting my attention, my God, what else might she be willing to do?




    The mind boggles. Literally. And the knees feel a bit weak too.




    The last time you passed such an attractive girl back home, as likely as not she rolled her eyes, perhaps even fell asleep. Now this charmer is doing everything but throwing her knickers at you to get your attention. Yes, this is what rock stars have to suffer all the time!




    Images of uninhibited sexual shenanigans nudge aside your usual state of level-headedness.




    These images are liable to prove chimerical as soon as the novelty – and your money – wear off. But, just as half the fun of a roller coaster is the anticipation during the ride up the rails, chatting to this beauty to see how long she can go on calling you “sexy” can be a breathtaking adventure.


  




  

    “I come from Isaan.”




    It is hardly a surprise to hear some darling tell you this, since 98.3% of all the girls you are likely to meet come from Isaan, the rural north-eastern corner of the country best known for rice growing and hospitality.




    (Okay, I admit it, I made up the percentage – but I bet you the figure is not far off of reality.)




    No doubt you have already had an exhilarating first hand experience of Isaan friendliness, just chatting to this girl. So you know how sweet they can be.




    What her confession also tells you is that she has had a very active childhood. Which is to say that rice growing is a brutal, physically demanding way to earn a living, with everyone in the family liable to be pulled into action from the day they learn to walk until they drop down dead.




    Oh, and Isaan is also known to be at the low end of the income scale, so she is telling you that as well as working hard, she is unlikely to have more than a few baht to show for her efforts.




    Ergo: she has journeyed south to meet you!




    So far, so simple. The trouble starts when you realize that you can take a bar girl out of Isaan but you can not take Isaan out of the bar girl, even if you can dress her up.




    She can smile and she can dance in the bright lights of the city. But guess where she would rather be? That’s right, back amid the rice fields.




    Ergo: what she is really telling you is that if you love her, you are going to be treated to a visit to the best region of all in Thailand. Several hundred miles away from the excitement you are currently enjoying.




    At which point you may well think it is time for another Singha.


  




  

    “How old are you?”




    Back home, when a girl asks you this, it is usually a flattering question.




    She undoubtedly wonders if you are old enough (if you are young) – or young enough (if you are old) – for her to date seriously – and she obviously hopes that you are within her acceptable age range.




    No matter what age you tell her, she will probably be pleased. Either astounded at how surprisingly young – or old – you look for your age. Whatever, you are likely onto a winner.




    In Thailand, things are both simpler and more complex, as usual.




    In the first place, age is largely irrelevant. As long as you are old enough – and, yet, still young enough – to carry a wallet full of baht and to use an ATM to replenish the wallet when it is empty, you are well within the average lady’s limits.




    On the other hand, your age tells her a great deal about what kind of future she can expect with you, long term or short term.




    It goes without saying that she will almost certainly be younger than you. Oh, you may find one or two ladies with a little more experience than the average but most farang do not come to Thailand to meet mother figures.




    And being younger, she just wants to know whether you are very young, in which case you may wear her out and then pass out drunk. Or are you very old, in which case she may wear you out, and then you pass out drunk. Or somewhere in the middle, which is the best of both worlds.




    Rule of thumb: if you are under 30, add 10 years to your age. If you are over 50, deduct 10 years and hope her eyes are not too sharp in the darkness.


  




  

    “You’re not old.”




    If you are categorically “not old” in Western terms – maybe in your 30s at most – you may assume this phrase does not apply to you. But think for a moment: when was the last time you went out with a girl maybe 5 years younger than you are?




    Let alone 10 years younger. Or 15 years younger!




    Yet this delightful situation can happen all too easily in Thailand, making even the brightest of youths feel ancient and prone to saying stupid things like, “You’re just a baby.”




    But “You’re not old,” applies most aptly to those charming farang who have, to put it mildly, lived a bit. They may not yet need assistance walking down the street (except after a few drinks), but they certainly do not have the spring in their step that they once had. And, no doubt, they have been told once or twice back home that they are getting close to their “sell by” date.




    What are they to make of this lovely Thai girl’s words: “You’re not old.”




    Well, first, it is obvious that she is more clever than the girls back home and has seen what you have known all along: that your best days are still ahead of you!




    But, sadly, she is also making a calculation. That even if you are “old”, you are still young enough to be a welcome patron to her. If she were more precise in her English, she might say, “You’re not TOO old.”




    But with her smiling at you and not a mirror in sight to make you think twice, why bother being literal when you can make her happy by simply agreeing? Go on, be generous. For certain you are not too old for that!


  




  

    “You rich?”




    Shame on you if you hear this question and immediately think: “Oh, she is after my money.”




    Don’t be so narrow-minded.




    Remember your history. How Christopher Columbus was feted when he came back from discovering America. How you greeted your friends enviously when they came back from their first visits to Thailand.
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