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Preface


I suppose there is always a question regarding the reception a first edition of any text will receive before its publication. The response and enthusiasm for the first edition of this text have been rewarding and exceeded my optimistic expectations. Inasmuch as imitation is a form of flattery, I am also pleased with the development of multiple other titles in the Netter's Concise series that were based on the format of this text. Despite this encouragement, it quickly became clear that the first edition of this text, written predominantly while I was a medical student, was in need of an update. Although the anatomy is a constant, our understanding of it, our terminology, and its clinical application continue to advance.


I received considerable feedback, both positive and negative, on the first edition. Much of it was constructive, and I am grateful for all of it. The revision has been both challenging and rewarding. Formatting this enormous volume of material was a painstaking process, and I would like to thank John Casey, the production team, and all of those at Elsevier for their patience, hard work, and professionalism. With their help I was able to develop my vision of this project. It has been a pleasure to work with them.


In this revision, I have tried to strike a balance between being thorough and yet concise while staying true to the original concept of the text, which was to allow the incomparable Netter artwork to do a majority of the teaching. Knowing it's impossible to please everyone, I look forward to hearing how well the balance was or was not achieved.


In this second edition, every table, both anatomic and clinical, was updated or revised. We were also able to enhance the text with radiographs, additional sections, and new artwork including additional surgical approaches. In the preface to the first edition I noted that the text embodied the book that I unsuccessfully tried to find on the shelves of medical bookstores as a medical student. That failed search originally prompted me to write the text. With the above-mentioned updates and additions, I feel that statement should be amended. This edition is, in fact, the text for which I had originally searched and fulfills the vision of the initial undertaking that began over 10 years ago. I hope the readers find it so.


Jon C. Thompson, MD
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Jon C. Thompson, MD, received his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and his medical degree from the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. Having recently completed his orthopaedic residency at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas, he is now board certified in orthopaedic surgery and sports medicine. He is currently continuing his military service at Irwin Army Community Hospital, Fort Riley, Kansas. Dr. Thompson is glad to no longer have to answer questions regarding why he published an orthopaedic text before doing any formal orthopaedic training, as well as being able to spend more time with his family. His wife and four young children, though very supportive, are not looking forward to Dr. Thompson's future publishing projects.
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Frank H. Netter, MD


Frank H. Netter was born in 1906, in New York City. He studied art at the Art Student's League and the National Academy of Design before entering medical school at New York University, where he received his medical degree in 1931. During his student years, Dr. Netter's notebook sketches attracted the attention of the medical faculty and other physicians, allowing him to augment his income by illustrating articles and textbooks. He continued illustrating as a sideline after establishing a surgical practice in 1933, but he ultimately opted to give up his practice in favor of a full-time commitment to art. After service in the United States Army during World War II, Dr. Netter began his long collaboration with the CIBA Pharmaceutical Company (now Novartis Pharmaceuticals). This 45-year partnership resulted in the production of the extraordinary collection of medical art so familiar to physicians and other medical professionals worldwide.
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