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Chapter 0: Introduction



In your digital hands is the result of an accidental and a most unexpected journey. Part of the story is documented in http://hallettgermanfiction.ml/how-writing-with-patience-yields-rich-fruit-and-an-accidental-book/. This has been a real adventure to write straight out of the gate. It started out as a simple short story for the second edition of Simply Business/IT. I was hoping to complete it in a few weeks. Yet, time dragged on and I kept struggling to finish "on time". Moreover, this "little project" was putting a serious crimp in that book's release. In a fateful moment, I decided to split this effort into two different projects. As a result, I transitioned my mindset for this work from being a long short story to a full book. During the original timeframe, the story was written with three different approaches. The first iteration involved writing from John Perso's perspective. The next round was having Josiah Roe as narrator. This last and happily final version alternates between the viewpoints of three characters.


Command and Control will likely cause confusion on what the purpose really is. It is not a veiled attempt to provide a work of business management/leadership philosophy wrapped up in an adventure story. Nor is it suggested for the "student" of this text to take up following some "ism" such as "piratism" or any illegal activity. Instead, the intention is to be nothing more than provide some harmless, amusing light reading. And to do only that. Some other hungry writer may have expanded this into a series filled with prequels, covering the sordid tales of other pirate ships, and providing countless combinations of content. However, the wise author knows to quit when ahead. One perilous voyage on the Revival with these salty dogs is more than sufficient for this author.


[The original opening: Command and Control designates a top-down, leader-follower management approach. However, in corporate circles it has become a dismissive term for micro managers. Still, there is more at stake here. Centralized vs decentralized, having managers vs self-management, reactive vs proactive. This story looks humorously at some of these themes.]




Chapter 1: Foreword by Dr. Karl Tamasi



Dear Reader:


I was asked to review this cursed tome by the scurrilous knaves that present yourself as your narrators. I swear by old Captain "One Tonsil's "Tompkins grave, a most heinous injustice has been brought on the stellar graduates with the dubious collection of words that follows.


First, we are led to believe that the dear band of bandits presented herein are knowledgeable and capable enough to run one of our beloved ships undertaking illicit commerce. It also casts aspersions as to the worthiness of our courses and certifications. We at the Pirate Leadership Institute want to set the record straight.


Our three-hundred year institution has been offering basic and advanced education opportunities to captains, and captain candidates. We boast thousands of alumni having more than successful careers in the "business." Our non-profit agency also offers an online library as well as sponsoring an annual beauty pageant. Please investigate further at our website once it comes back up.


Dr. Karl Tamasi, 15th


Dean of the Pirate Leadership Institute,


Somewhere in Florida, USA.  


[After receiving this letter, Dr. Karl Tamasi and the Pirate Leadership Institute mysteriously disappeared.]




Chapter 2: Thrown Hard to the Cold Curb



From a poster visibly posted at finer drinking establishments, customer service locations, and higher schools of education everywhere.


WANTED


FOR PIRACY


& DISTURBING THE PEACEFUL SEAS


Mr. John Perso


Ms. Deliverance Perso


Mr. (illegible) Klebner


Mr. Josiah Roe


A Bounty of 10 MILLION GOLD COINS


Bring them in Dead or Alive


***


Mr. John Perso


 POB 5231701


Lepoera City


Dear Mr. Perso:


As of April 18th, you now have the dubious distinction of being the person participating in Southern Montana University's Business Administration Doctorate program the longest without submitting the necessary documents to complete their dissertation requirements. This honor used to belong to a mysterious associate of yours, a Mr. Klebner. Unfortunately, numerous attempts to reach him have failed. As of today, his whereabouts are unknown and he is presumed to be dead or missing.


During your unprecedented thirty-eight extensions, you have showed very modest progress on the project. This department is tired of being strung along by a matriculate not fully focused on program completion. Regretfully, we must sever your relationship with our degree effort due to your lack of consistent and sustained effort. We will use your slot for a student more inclined to successful Doctorate completion. Best of luck in all your efforts.


Dr. Ralston Jannie Jr.


Dean


Business Administration Department


Southern Montana University


The mail arrived earlier today. It included the usual collection of overdue bills in large font sizes and the above letter. All I had to do was read the first sentence to know what it was about. There are no regrets. I don't blame them for what I did. My intentions were good to complete the program. But the desire to perform and complete the needed work was not there. Also, a series of changing circumstances worked against me. I am grateful that I was permitted to stay in the program this long.


I find it amusing that no one has noticed yet that my post office box number is the date of noted pirate, Captain William Kidd's untimely death by a hanging.  It is a grim personal reminder how short the life is for all rogues of the seas.


Oh, excuse my manners, dear reader. Here you are, bewildered and smack middle of a long story. And you have not even the slightest clue of the many twists and turns that got me here. I was not always the well-built, feared cutthroat that stands before you. Very far from it, in fact. As you know, I am on the run and in between waystations. Still, there is a little time before I may need to move on. So let me regale you with a hearty tale mainly about pirates and their dastardly deeds. However, the whole reason that I got here at all deals with education and learning about leadership styles. So pull out a smoke, grab a chair, and let's get started.


It all begins at a different time and place. I had just turned twenty-nine and my whole life was supposed to be ahead of me. But so like many other youths, I was clueless on what I was supposed to be doing and on where I was going.


In my mind, I framed it so clearly. Keep getting as many degrees as I could to please the parents and stay away from working. Then find the easiest job that I could perform while living life as much as possible sheltered in my own place.
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