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Old Yannos greeted his wife as soon as the sun came out behind the church of Christ at the top of the village.

"Woman, I'm off, I'm going to the plough." She did not move from her chair. She stayed there, as he had put her earlier; covered with the woolen blanket, her head tilted to one side and her eyes blank from all the cares in the world. The last few years had passed giving nothing but cruelties, and each in turn took a little of her sanity, leaving in its place something small and damned. But, even with her mind gone, she was still his woman.

He straightened a corner of the blanket that had fallen from her shoulder, and wiped a line of drool that ran down her chin with his finger.

"I'll fix you some food when I get back at noon," he said. His woman continued to stare across the room, eyes wide and eyelids blinking slowly and so unevenly that it seemed unnatural.  He turned to leave, but pulled away. "I might be a little late. We are running out of cornmeal and I have to fill the mills." It pierced his heart to leave her like this, alone. But the food he had gathered from the village sheds was getting scarcer and scarcer. Besides, there wasn't much he had found. The villagers had taken most of it with them when they fled for the mountains or sailed in boats to Myrina; as if things would be rosy there.
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