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“Atlantis is not an allegory” 






Marsilius Ficinus, founding director of the Platonic Academy of Florence, first great translator of Plato’s Work: 


[image: image]“ ...It is stated as the story of the Atlantic, a True, nonfiction Story. Firstly, because where Plato makes up something he usually calls it fable. Here, he dares to refer to it as History. He assures the same thing in the Timaeus, calling it Wonderful Story, but totally true. In addition, he claims in both parts that he learned it from his progenitors and relatives. Critias was told by his grandfather Critias, who had it conveyed by Solon, his uncle. Solon, who in turn had been told by Egyptian priests, had left it written. Furthermore, Proclus quotes Marcellus’ Ethiopian History, where this Story appears clearly evident, placed amongst Ethiopian events. But even though none of the Platonists deny it to be true, however Porphyry, Proclus and Origen before them want to think that there is some physical allegory upon its content. Plato is deemed to have demeaned them, making mockery of them if they tried to turn each content of this book into Allegory. Because I read he made fun of that literary device that is called allegory at the beginning of The Phaedru, through the character of Socrates...” (Marsilius Ficinus, Prologue of Critias Dialogue or the Atlantic, 1484) 
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PROLOGUE


First of all, it is my duty to make it clear for the reader that this book is a very condensed summary of a series of books that have been already published, more than thirty books written by the author about historical and scientific Atlantology. On this occasion, the author has tried to summarize as much as possible the extensive footnotes, dense critical apparatus, and extensive bibliographic references from previous editions, which were aimed at a more academic or specialized public. 


The purpose of this brief work is to give a fast and simple overview of the hypothesis, investigations, contributions and findings related to Atlantis carried out by the author over the last two decades, no matter the level of expertise, focusing particularly on those issues that have been handled – and only briefly explained- by the author in the fascinating documentary, Atlantis Discovered, produced by James Francis Cameron, Yaron Niski y Felix Golubev, and directed by the Canadian award winning filmmaker Simcha Jacobovici for National Geographic. In this regard, I hope this book serves as a complement to improve data and details that could not be appreciated when watching the documentary, for obvious production reasons. No documentary, no matter how lengthy is, can gather all the details of a research, let alone when the author’s participation is only partial, having to share it with some other experts who proposed different hypotheses related to the location of Atlantis in the Mediterranean and Azores area. Two hours are not enough, nor would be three or four more hours, to sum up, albeit briefly, several hypotheses. At least a series of ten lengthy chapters would be required to develop more fully the author’s investigations about Atlantis. 


For these reasons, among other ones, but specially due to the high level of complexity (both linguistic and interpretative) that results from underwater works, everything related to the filming of possible underwater evidence in favor of my theory about Atlantis is handled on an exclusive basis in other book I am currently editing (as it is presented on the documentary as a simple advance). This book will be only focused on the issue of archeological, seismic and geological evidence. 


Having clarified the pragmatic and condensed nature of this work I would earnestly ask the readers (specially the critic ones) for their understanding, benevolence and every possible indulgence. I hope they keep in mind that this book is not the most appropriate book to judge the quality, scientific and methodological rigor of my extensive research about Atlantis for more than twenty years, as it would be necessary to read a dozen of my books about Atlantis to be able to make an in-depth analysis.





Prolegomena to the scientific- historical atlantis


Unfortunately, there is a lot of misinformation surrounding the history of Atlantis as described by Plato and other ancient authors (even those not related to Plato). Much of what has been written about it has been false and it has been used by both sides of the two competing positions: Those who defend the possibility of a historical substrate and its detractors. Like everything else in life, what makes the difference between truthful information and misinformation that generates confusion is an adequate quality of information, that must be complete, well documented and, above all, verifiable. 


It is impossible to pontificate against any historical feasibility related to the story brought by Solon from Egypt without having studied first all the existing primary sources. Skeptical critics reject any historical possibility; they do not allow the slightest chance, not even to the possible existence of an important city during the Bronze Age somewhere in the Atlantic, near the coasts of Iberia, Morocco the Canary Islands and Madeira. 


But the truth is, (and it can be easily verified), that the largest study ever published on Atlantology is the study I have been conducting for about twenty years[1] – as regards to size, quality of references and primary sources-. It is the only research where all primary sources have been included, more than five hundred (codices, papyrus, manuscripts, maps, reliefs and paintings in tombs and temples). My study includes a series of volumes about historical-scientific Atlantology, an epitome being recently published in two volumes. Although I might sound pretentious by saying so, to be perfectly honest, I should put forward the fact that without reading the aforementioned volumes (762 pages) it is impossible to admonish against anything related to Atlantis, even less pontificating it is only a mere fable made up by Plato or Solon, just a tale heard by them from some drunken seamen at a port tavern, because there has been no underwater exploration carried out yet anywhere near the locations specified by me (after having worked with all the existing primary written sources and all the archeological and seismological evidence gathered by me all this time). This fallacious argument has been refuted by me before, just demonstrating that other authors – independent authors, of course - also consulted Egyptian sources and corroborated the same Egyptian story, and how Solon had retold it, as it is authenticated by the well-known historian Plutarch of Chaeronea, who carried out his own inquiries among Egyptian priests, or by Crantor, the reputable Greek philosopher, who verified the existence of engravings with the same story related to Atlantis war as the one we find in The Critias.


Therefore, if it was really untrue, if somebody came up with a tale about Atlantis, it would have not been Plato or Solon, but, in any case, the Egyptian priests themselves who had told the story to the Greek legislator, those same priests who had told Plutarch about it. He even revealed their names: Sonjis of Sais and Psefonis of Heliopolis, who were considered the wiser men of its time, according to Plutarch. 


Consequently, Solon sources were not just a few drunken seamen at a tavern, as Mr. Juan Antonio Morales, (geologist from the University of Huelva), supports, because some historians such as Plutarch, Marcellus or Crantor have not been taken into account; historians who confirmed the existence of Egyptian steles with reliefs and paintings showing Atlantis story. He also ignores the Egyptian priests themselves who talked to Solon. We know their names, Sonjis of Sais and Psenofis of Heliopolis, through a verification made by Plutarch within Egyptian archives. He doesn’t even acknowledge other Egyptian authorities like Patheneit, Ojaapis or Eutemos as Solon sources, named by the famed Proclus. However, it is curious that we find no seamen names, drunken or not. But even if we accept the “drunken seamen” hypothesis raised by Mr. Morales, we should also assume that these same priests (or some others we have not heard from) were going to falsify the same writings about Atlantis as Crantor could confirm in Egypt not long after Plato’s death. It would be equally absurd to accuse Crantor, Plato or Solon of being just liars (without any documentary basis). Crantor’s fides atque auctoritas, his prestige, his code of ethics and his moral values were highly praised and regarded by several ancient authors who were considered as great authorities[2]. There is no reason to believe that Crantor had made it up, and that all epigraphic testimonies about Atlantis coming from Egyptian sources are not true, even though he would have verified them. If you want to believe in such an aberrant speculation, based on groundless assumptions, be conscious that there will be no proof of it by no means, unless there were a time machine to be transported back to the exact moment when Crantor went to Egypt, to check if he really saw those inscriptions that served to attest the story retold in the Critias Dialogue or The Atlantic. Because, certainly, the lack of evidence wouldn’t be proof that no such evidence exists, scientifically speaking. 


The only way it could be categorically stated that Atlantis was mere fiction made up by Egyptian priests would be exploring every corner under the Atlantic Ocean,(specially the area I specifically have been indicating for years as the place where Atlantis was located, according to the ancient sources), and finding nothing that could support this theory. But it turns out that Atlantis has been searched almost everywhere in the world, except where I have been claiming it should be sought for years: Around the area of Gibraltar, Morocco, Madeira and the Canary Islands. 


After this unsuccessful search that could give some kind of support to the story of Atlantis, but only after doing it, it could be established that this story is not true. Only then it could be said, deemed and published everywhere, and it could be officially announced that is a fictional story. Only then it could be said that Atlantis never existed, or at least that it did not exist where Plato and the ancient authors said it was located, guided by Solon and Egyptian sources. It could also be said that it was just a tale made up by Egyptian priests, in case someone wants further conclusions coming from these negative archeological results. But until then, everything said in favor or against the existence of Atlantis are just conjectures.





About the possible egyptian sources of the story of Atlantis


The research I have been conducting for the last two decades have allowed me to determine the existence of substantial and growing evidence that suggests the presence of Egyptian tradition on an island located in the Occident, at the Great Blue-Green sea of cold waters (Atlantic Ocean),[3] which was called the "Isle of Gods", the island of primeval gods, which, according to what I have found written about it, would be the same island that Solon translated from Greek as “Atlantis Island”. I could also establish that all this evidence comes from a particular period, at the dawn of the so called Second Intermediate Period of Ancient Egypt. The first eight maps have been dated around this period, at the end of Eleventh Dynasty until mid-Twelfth Dynasty, (one of them drawn on papyrus and the rest in sarcophagi and coffins). All of them were made by members of some sort of elite who lived at the well-known city Hermopolis, city of Hermes or Thot, god of Writing and Science. 


Apparently these persons were related between them, they even have family ties, as can be deduced by their names and by the way their tombs were placed on the same plot, coupled together or very close to each other. This elite or family group was composed of physicians, scientists, scribes, draftsmen and even a general or “army chief”, and they lived as civil servants under the reign of Mentuhotep IV (XI dynasty), Amenenhat I and II and the three pharaohs belonging to the famous lineage of Sesostris (XII Dynasty), that is, approximately between 1991 BC and 1843 BC, just when the Argaric Bronze and the Atlantis Bronze Civilization was growing steadily in Iberia, and when the Minoan Civilization proliferated around the Aegean sea, namely at the so called Medium Minoan Period, the Minoan Palatial Period or Proto-palatial Period. 


This period of ancient Egypt, also known as the Middle Kingdom, occurs on the edge of the Second Intermediate Period and it has become the most important period of Egyptian history for me; Not because of its architectural monuments, but because of the quality and novelty of its literary texts, as it is during this period that the best samples of Egyptian literature appear, in all its forms, from mythological or magical-religious texts, to poetry, fiction and even philosophy. Differences aside, this Egyptian period reminds me of the European Renaissance. 


I have managed to determine not only that these were the first real Egyptian maps ever made, and consequently, when Egyptian cartography was truly born, but also that these maps already show the paradisiacal places along the far Occident, the location of the Isle of gods right in front of a narrow entrance (Gibraltar) in the “Great Blue-Green cold sea whose overall length and width not even Osiris knew” as we can read in the texts accompanying the description of this Isle of gods. 


At any rate, these observations about the length or width of the Great Blue-Green or blue cold sea, pointing out that Osiris didn’t even know it, were a clear way to describe the immensity of the ocean, and they allow us to disregard the Mediterranean Sea or the Red Sea (Egyptians knew the limits of those seas quite well), and specially to dismiss the Nile River, as Egyptologists keep thinking, without attaching importance to its vastness, its color nor its coldness, or the fact that those places were explicitly located in The Occident.


As I was saying, they are not only the first maps created in Ancient Egypt, but these first maps show, “coincidentally”, those remote areas in the Atlantic Ocean – as I consider it- in front of Gibraltar, and the Isle of gods with its “Water Throne City” (Spania o Spaniu) or “The city of the throne whose god makes the sky or the sun rise up”, that is, Schu,[4] (Atlas for the Greeks). This isle is located in front of the mouth of this narrow entrance that would be the same as the mouth of the Mediterranean, The Pillars of Heracles (Gibraltar), where Atlantis was, according to the Timaeus and The Critias. Therefore there is no better hypothesis than this one I defend, which describes that Atlantis would be then this Isle of gods, named that way in those maps because it was where the first deities were born, the so called Primeval deities or primordial gods, including the first one, Atum (also known as Atum-Ra), who created himself on an island that had emerged, according to Egyptian tradition, as the first primal or primordial land in that Primeval Ocean (Nun).


Atum came into being in that Primeval isle, the Isle of Gods, and once there, he gave birth to his first set of twins, Schu (Greek’s Atlas) and Tefnut (his sister), which reminds me of the description in The Critias: Poseidon engendered the twins Atlas (the Greek equivalent of Schu) and Gadeiros (or Eumelus, according to Solon’s Greek translation). After that, four more pairs of twins are named, so there are five sets of twins in all, who correspond quite well to the succession of primeval deities from the first pair of twins: Schu and Tefnut, followed by Gueb and Nut, Isis and Neftis, Osiris and Seth, and finally, Hor-Ur or Haroueris (Horus The Elder) and Horus, thus, five sets, where at least Schu and Tefnut and Isis and Neftis, and possibly both Horus (The Elder and the Younger) were twins too, hence the distinction between one Elder and another Younger.


On the other hand, I also discovered that the largest corpus of magical and religious texts since the times of the pyramids were created during the same period, when the first maps were drawn, during the V and VI Dynasty. The Middle Kingdom corpus, known as Sarcophagus or Coffins Texts, incorporates many passages from the "Pyramids Texts", but it also provides numerous spells and new passages, hitherto unknown, and these include spells related to these eight primeval maps with its paradisiac regions of the Afterlife out West, and the Isle of Gods “on the cold Great Blue-Green sea”.


Ancient Greek authors place the origin or cradle of deities in those paradisiacal regions of Occident - undoubtedly through Egyptian influence-. And the tradition of the fertile and paradisiacal land in the Occident –Iberia included- lasted until the times of Arab influence. In fact, the Isle of Andlus or Andlos[5] (Yazirat al Andlush), as the Islamic authors used to call Spain, was reckoned a true paradise. To cite briefly an illustrative example, here are these lines from a poem by the great Ibn Khafaja of Alcira (1058-1138) who came to be considered a heretic by the Marinid sultan Abu Inan Faris (1349-1357): 


Oh inhabitants of Hispania how fortunate you are:




Water, shade, rivers and trees;


Eternal Paradise is only in your country;


If I could choose, I would choose it.


Do not fear to enter hell, since that is not possible


After having been in Paradise!





Certainly, Iberia was known by Arab writers as Yazirat al-Andlush, Isle of Andlus or Andlos. Other writers said that Andlus or «Andalos» was Atlas or Atlante, descendant of Japhet or Japeto. According to Al-tabari, within Yazirat al-Andlush there had been “a city surrounded by a golden brass wall”, which reminds of the metropolis of Atlantis, surrounded by a wall that was covered by the mysterious “orichalcum” described by Plato, conforming to the notes Solon brought from Egypt, which might well be a sort of golden brass. 


We have revealing testimonies about the ancient inhabitants of Iberia, called Andalish or Andlish, during antediluvian times, prior to the Iron Age. Muslim medieval chronicler Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Razi (887 - 955 AD), provides an important information: According to the so called Wise men of Spain (that is, the most learned Hispanic authors) al-Andalish, or Atlanteans themselves,[6] were antediluvian magicians, fire worshippers, who dominated Iberia before the Phoenicians, and they populated Al-Andlush, Yazirat al-Andlush, Andlush or the Isle of Andlus, that is, the Isle of Atlas or Atlante, after the Great Universal Flood[7]. Ibn ʻIdhârî (al-Marrâkushî) says: “And it is known that the first people who arrived to this country (Iberia) after the flood was a people called al-Andlush, from whom it was named (Iberia) al- Andlus, and that these settlers were magicians”.[8]


It is more than evident that those antediluvian magicians called “Andlush” or “Andlish”, therefore, “Andalus” or “Andales” could be no other than the ones known by the Greeks as Atlanteans - through Solon’s translation -, because Atlas or Atlante is also named in Arabic texts as Andlas o Antlas. And it can also be inferred, as it is obvious, that those antediluvian Andales or Antales had their home fixed somewhere very near the Iberian Peninsula, as they populated Iberia (Yazirat al-Andlush) right after a big disaster or cataclysm. I think Atlantis was exactly there, in front of the Strait of Gibraltar, to the West, where the Isle of Gods is depicted in Egyptian maps. 


After this important digression, let’s go back to the point where we were before, when we were mentioning the first references about the Isle of Gods on the “Great Blue-Green cold sea”. As we were pointing out before, a text corpus with magical-religious texts written in Egyptian sarcophagus and coffins is found for the first time, (Middle Kingdom, XI and XII Dynasties), but it also appears for the first time a series of plans and schematic maps, with details of the Afterlife including the same western regions, showing as precise details as the mouth and the entrance of that sea in the Occident, with the exact shape of the Gulf of Cadiz or Atlantic Gulf, located just in front of the Strait of Gibraltar, that is, a sort of big dark colored semicircle, which was called, precisely, “mouth, hall” (gulf) or “entrance to Darkness” (Occasus). 


Because Egyptians, during the Middle Kingdom, thought the limit of the world was there, in this mouth of the Atlantic, where Darkness, the Underworld or the Realm of Night started, the Imy-Duat or the Duat itself, right where the Sun, Ra, sinks as Atum-Ra, (the Sun of the Night), to start then his night pilgrimage, (every night he travelled from West to East, as he had been doing since the origin of the world) where he was merged with the young Horus sun every morning. We should not be surprised by any of this, as ancient Greeks and Romans still believed that the limit of the world, at its western end, was marked by the Gulf of Cadiz area.


I ended up, through my research, finding papyri with cryptographic texts, that is, secret or enigmatic writings (gr. κρυπτός, hidden, y -graphy, 'writing', therefore the art of writing with a secret code or enigmatically). This system was used by the Egyptians, as it has been confirmed by many studies conducted by Egyptologists, philologists and cryptography experts. The point is, according to these studies, the oldest demonstrable samples of Egyptian cryptography date from the same period, Middle Kingdom,[9] which means that we find not only the first maps and plans, that is, the first evidences of cartography and topography (even though those depicted places were fictitious, mythological or legendary, as Egyptologists believe), but we also find the first evidence of cryptography, the ancient art of secret messages, and some literary genres never used before. By the looks of it, an important event probably happened during this period of time, between the end of the XI Dynasty and mid-XII Dynasty, at the dawn of the Second Intermediate Period of ancient Egypt.


I do not think it is a coincidence that this period overlaps in time with the war between Atlantic people (united in alliance with the Hyksos-Minoans, as I believe they were)[10] and the Greeks (Mycenaean) allied with those Egyptians from the Delta area and Sais. My hypothesis is that all these new issues introduced over this period of time, these first maps and plans, and the art of cryptography, even the practice of writing hieratic, cursive or semi-cursive, from left to right, is largely due to the influence of this Atlantic and Hyksos-Minoan confederation, who had brought such issues with them in former times, before the Egyptian Empire and those final wars, where they ended up being defeated and expelled from Egypt. Therefore, it is not a coincidence that the first maps made in Egypt represent such area, nor that it is located in the remote Occident, on the “cold Great Blue-Green sea”, nor that the Isle of Gods, the primeval isle, the first place where primeval Egyptian deities came up, is just in front of a strait (which obviously corresponds to Gibraltar). I cannot believe they are just “fortuitous coincidences” (although Egyptologists probably will not agree). On the contrary, what I see is an echo of this elite or family settled in Hermopolis between the end of the XI Dynasty and mid Twelfth Dynasty, who had it written and drawn in their sarcophagus and coffins following their particular Egyptian beliefs, but adapted to a geographical reality: The place where they had come from, that is, the Atlantic Coast. 


I do not have the slightest doubt: If a DNA test on the remains of these bodies in their sarcophagus was performed, the result would be that they had come from the remote Occident, and most probably from the Atlantic area, that is to say, they would probably have DNA from people of Iberia and British Islands, Morocco and the Canary Islands, as it has already happened with the Minoan themselves before, and with the ancestors of the well- known Tutankhamun (twt-anx-imn). [11] At any rate, such tests would serve to confirm or refute this hypothesis, because in the absence of western DNA we would have no choice but thinking that they had not been the authors of the maps and the real authors were others whom we don’t know yet or it has not been correctly elucidated. But my bet is that these results will reveal an Occidental DNA.


More recently, during the past two years, a series of very relevant discoveries for this research have occurred, discoveries that confirm some of my hypotheses. I must confess I never expected this would happen. I was convinced that it would take years, more than I could keep alive, to be able to see such precise details of my hypothesis confirmed I am talking about the close link between the ancient Cretans, (specially the Minoans), and Neolithic and Bronze Age population, together with some other Atlantic and Occidental regions of Europe, which was confirmed by a mitochondrial DNA test. It confirms the hypothesis I have been defending for years: That Minoans and Hyksos would be part of the Atlantic Confederation. I must confess that even though I suspected there was a genetic linkage with Western people, especially with the Atlantic coasts inhabitants, I wasn’t expecting it to be positively verified, at least for many years, so I was content to defend the hypothesis of the Confederation with the Atlantics, or the Atlanteans themselves, and that they would become part of the colonizing armies in the Eastern Mediterranean. I expose this hypothesis in my Tome II: Historical-Scientific Atlantis Epitome, where I quote verbatim: “A thalasocratic federation: Iberians, Libyans, Mauritanians and Hyksos-Minoans”. 


In Tome II, Epitome of the Historical-scientific Atlantis, I show more than two hundred papyri where I believe there are many commonalities with Atlantis story, which I list below:


1. An isle on a “Great Blue-Green cold sea whose overall length and width not even Osiris knew”, which was known as “The Isle of Gods” (jw nTr.w). According to Solon, it would be The Isle of Atlantis in the Vast Pontus Sea or Atlantic Pelagos.


2. The largest city in The Isle of Gods is depicted with a long water entrance that connects the city to the sea, (as Solon’s Atlantis), and this city is called “The water city with a Throne of he who raises”, which is a clear epithet of Schu or Shu, who was described in many texts as: “He who raises the sky” and also as "he who makes the sun rise”. Therefore, this water city, connected by a long channel (as Atlantis acropolis) to that "cold Great Blue-Green sea, whose overall extension was not even known by Osiris” is definitely the city of that god that raises the sky or the sun; As this deity could only be Schu himself, consequently, this would be Schu’s city of water, connected to the sea by a long channel, as Solon’s Atlantis. We already know that a Greek man like Solon would translate Schu as Atlas, due to phonetic and symbolic equivalence, being guided by the value and meaning of (ὀνομάτων δύναμιν), such as it is explained in Critias 113a-b.
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